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Herbal medicine 

it has so many benefits! 


doctors and herbs' specialists arc adopting the 
“Let’s go back to nature." slogan. 

"The harm rhai have befallen many because of 
chemical drugs and their associated side effects 
has led to a revolution with people reverting to the 
use .of natural treatment.” says, the well-known 
Arab Herb specialist. Khamis Ali Al Bittar. . 

Such a trend has been adopted all over the 
world, especially in Europe and the United States, 
he tells Tire Star. 

Likewise, the use of natural herbs continues in 


a iS considered part of our heriuee and 
most Jordanians prefer herbs to other manufac¬ 
tured medicines, he adds. 

Al Bittar. who is the owner of the onlv spccial- 
1 zed company in herbs in the world "Sys'tcma Sci¬ 
entific Research and Technological Development 
for Agriculture and Industry", points out that nat¬ 
ural treatment is not restricted to herbs, but also 
there are other methods such as contemplation and 
relaxation. 

Continued on page 2 
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J f A AH rili A crime out of a storybook 

* to pus 11 Brutal killings in Amman leave 

on West . many questions unanswered 


-By John F. Harris' and 
Barton GeDman 

WASHINGTON—President ' 
Clinton and Israeli /Prime 
. Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
plunged into the stalled Mid¬ 
east peace process Tuesdayin* 
a White House summit ■ 
which Clinton, preseni&f in 
detail a new approach : fev 
reviving progress, .'between 
Israel and the Palestinian • 
Authority. Ninety mi»«es of 
mostly •;: cordial i 

interspersed-.« . 
fewJ>arbed motnems b«wecn 
two leaders, who .have hatj sC ' 
tense . relailonship-^were 
kerned productive enough.Jay 
both sides that Netanyahu " 
returned to. the White House 
, ; Tucsday night for a second 
session with Clinton that '■ 
•; began at 10 pra and eodetf: 

- about midnight, according'to . 
US and Israeli officials. ' 

After -letting the peace pro¬ 
cess .drift for much of. 1997,:- 
... ; bn the assumption that neither 

- Netanyahu nor Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat was suf- 
fttiendy committed to over-, 
coming differences. Clinton' 

- this week is throwing himself 
back jiito the process in what 
•seemetT an ; unprecedented 
levelpf personal involvement, 
in-the specific elements of a 
passible deal. Cinton is . 
scheduled to meet with Arafat 
on.TTiursday. 

The proposals Clinton pre¬ 
sented to Netanyahu Tuesday 
were disclosed in scant detail 
But administration and Israeli 
officials said Clinton offered 
ideas about how much land 
Israel should cede to the Pal¬ 
estinian Authority on the dis¬ 
puted West Bank, and in what 
sequence-—a subject over 
which Clinton and Netanyahu 
Tuesday remained divided. 
ClirnoB also spelled out spe¬ 
cific ; - security guarantees 
Israel could expect in return 
from';.the Palestinians, the 
officials said. 


Lurte'sftewsCartcidd 














W? 


Netanyahu's Coalition 


Most notably,. Clinton pre-. 
sented a new approach of the. 
best way to cany.'out what 
under earlier accords is sup¬ 
posed to be a three-phase 
West Bank withdrawal. - 
Rather than carry out:the next 
phase of this withdrawal in - 
one swoop, Israeli officials 
said Clinton and other admin- ' 
istratioii officials suggested 
proceeding in a succession of 
smaller withdrawals. In 
exchange, the ^Palestinians 
would adopt a series of con¬ 
crete security measures— 
including arrests, intelligence 
sharing and removal of sup^ 


porters of -..the terror— 
supporting group Hamas from 
-.’mosques and schools. 

•'.Administration officials 
declined to elaborate on ele¬ 
ments of the .new plan, but did 
not dispute the - Israeli 
- account The plan represents a 
significant change of 
approach. While die adminis¬ 
tration once believed that 
repeated debate over small 
withdrawals was impractical 
because of Netanyahu's pre- 
' carious position in his govern¬ 
ing coalition, the prevailing 
-view now is that there is no 
other way to move ahead than 


for the two sides to take more 
discrete confidence-building 
. steps. 

Still critically at issue is the 
total size of the withdrawal. 
Clinton and Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright made 
clear in. their meetings with 
Netanyahu that the United 
States believes Israel must 
make withdrawals in the cur¬ 
rent phase of the 1993 Oslo 
agreement that add up to 
"double digits"—10 percenL 
or-mpre—and that- most of the 
land.must transfer to complete 
Palestinian control. 

Netanyahu said afterward 
.he had not given Clinton a 
specific figure, but that "the 
Americans have a clear pic¬ 
ture of what we can do," and 
made plain that it is less than 
what Clinton seeks. Albright 
• leaving an afternoon session 
with Netanyahu to brief 
reporters, said. “The president 
laid out some of his ideas to 
bridge the gaps which still 
exist. And what you see now 
is a work in progress." 

Before entering substantive 
discussions. administration 
officials said. Clinton and 
. Netanyahu spent some time 
clearing the air about their 
own relationship. While 
Netanyahu has complained 
that he was being snubbed by 
Clinton, who refused to meet 
with him on an earlier visit 
this winter, Clinton noted that 
the irritations run in ■ both 
directions. He chided Netan¬ 
yahu for meeting with televi¬ 
sion evangelist Jerry Fal- 
well—whom Clinton noted 
has distributed political vid¬ 
eos hinting darkly that Clin¬ 
ton may have been complicit 
in a murder. 

The two shared a laugh 
over their mutual grievances, 
according to a senior adminis¬ 
tration official. But that was 
not the only pointed moment. 

Continued on page 2 


By Raed Al Abed 

Siar Staff Writer 
INVESTIGATORS HAVE 
.succeeded in narrowing down 
the circle of the identities of 
the masked attackers who mur¬ 
dered five influential Iraqis 
and three Egyptians in cold 
hlood. 

The Saturday night killings 
took place at fhc white-stone 
mansion of Iraqi businessman 


Sami George Thomas in the 
western Amman suburb of 
Rabiyeh. 

The auackers barged into the 
hilltop villa, using knives, they 
first tortured the owner, Mr 
Thomas, and then his dinner 
guests, the corpses were later 
scattered around the villa. 

What made the Saturday 
night massacre even more 
shocking to the authorities and 


Nation ponders effects 
of Abbadi’s statement 
on national unity 


By Raed Al Abed . 

Star Sta ff Writer 
THE GOVERNMENTS win 
of a majority support for its 
I99S draft budget law, 59 for 
to 14 against, after a week- 
long session dominated by 
lengthy and often monotonous 
speeches by lawmakers, was 
marred by one sermon deliv¬ 
ered by one particular deputy: 
Ahmad Owedi Al Abbadi. 
After lambasting the govern¬ 
ment, accusing cabinet mem¬ 
bers of corruption, sleeze and 
nepotism. Abbadi then opened 
his heavy guns at one section 
of the society: Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin. 

He reserved his strongest 
attack to three cabinet mem¬ 
bers in particular; Deputy 
Prime Minister Jawad Anani, 
Minister of Planning Rima 
Khalaf and Minister of Slate 
for Information Affairs Samir 
Mutaweh. All three are of Pal¬ 
estinian origin. 

The 45-minute speech, car¬ 
ried live on JTV. stunned dep¬ 
uties. ministers and the entire 
nation. Here was one of the 
most notorious Jordanian 
ultra-nationalists directing his 
strongest attack yet against a 
majority of the Jordanian peo¬ 
ple accusing them, among 
others, of dual loyalty'. 

Abbadi, who gave the gov¬ 
ernment his vote of confi¬ 
dence two months earlier, 
demanded that the govern¬ 
ment clean up its ranks from 

Con tinned on page 2 



Abbadi 


the public was that one of the 
victims was Hekmat Al Hejju. 
Iraq's No. 2 resident diplomat 
in Jordan. 

The authorities later found 
the two cars used by the killers 
to escape the scene of the 
crime, one of them belonged to 
the late Hejju. 

Only one survived the hutch- 
crings: Ms Diotsios Lidnki. 37. 
helicved to he a Greek cook and 
a close friend of the Mr 
Thomas, who is 60 years of 
age. The crime was like out of 
a story book. Ms Lidaki was 
one of the last to be butchered. 
However, after the .slabbing 
they thought she was dead and 
left her. After the kilters left 
the house, she managed to 
reach for the phone and con¬ 
tacted the Civil Defence, who 
in turn alerted the police 

Recovering from hospital, 
she said that Mr Al Hejju was 
lured to the villa. The diplomat 
had been at the residence of the 
Iraqi ambassador. He and his 
wife were invited for Iftar. and 
left late to their house. As he 
was parking his car into the gar¬ 
age, he received a call on'his 
mobile and asked him to make 
his way to Mr Thomas's house. 

Al Hejju parked outside the 
villa, left his wife in the car and 
entered the house, where he 
was immediately siained. 

When all the slaughtering 
was done, and just as the killers 


were preparing to leave, they 
noticed a car parked outside 
wiih the diplomat’s wife in it. 
Again, they lured her into the 
house and killed her. 

Each of the victims had more 
than a dozen wounds, indicat¬ 
ing that the killings were slow 
and ruthless. One observer said 
the slayings—which police, act¬ 
ing nn a lip. discovered about 
midnight—amounted to a "very 
professional” assassination. 

No suspects were arrested till 
now. hut the lone survivor of 
the attack, reportedly said she 
heard the killers speaking Ara¬ 
bic with a distinctive Iraqi 
accent. 

The four or five masked 
intruders. Ms Lidaki said, 
entered the villa after guests 
hud aaihered for the iftar meal 
Saturday to break the daily 
Ramadan fast 

Jordanian officials sealed 
borders to question any Iraqi 
tuund trying to leave the coun¬ 
try. Press reports said that the 
authorities prevented four Iraqi 
diplomats from leaving the 
country. The authorities 
launched a massive campaign 
of investigations of all Iraqis 
who entered the country during 
the past 30 days. 

The Forensic Medicine Cen¬ 
ter handled the hodies of the 
victims and diplomats at the 

Continued on page 2 



ARAB BANK 
Arab Bank starts operations at 

AI-Ahliyya Amman University 

as of Saturday 17 January, 1998 


Clinton deposed in Jones lawsuit 
over sexual harassment 


By WBUant Douglas 
WASHINGTON—President Cfintoo 

faced Paula Corbin Jones Saturday, and 
for six hours answered lawyers* ques¬ 
tions about her accusations that be sexu¬ 
ally harassed her seven years ago. OiiK 
ton, Jones and their 
attorneys met for a pretrial •- 
deposition in her civil law- ... , 

suit in an llth-floor confer- ¥17^ 
cnce room at the office of 
the president’s lawyer. TV 

Roben Bennett about two D a 

blocks from the White I..1 V 

House. ' -.7 • 

The meeting marks rhe 
first time that a sitting pres- 
idem has bad to give sworn testimony 
as a defendant in a lawsuit Ontton 
arrived in a presidential hmousme that 
avoided hordes of reporters and camera 
crews by going into an undergrotHW 
parking garage. Jones and her entour¬ 
age, which included her lawyers, hus¬ 
band and media adviser, got oot of a 
and entered the rear of the bui ld i ng . 


Dressed in a maize' jumpsuit. Jones 
had to fight her way through a crush of 
: more than 30 television cameras, -20 
photographers and tourists. She did not 
. speak as she entered-the building. The 
presiding judge in the 

f ease. US District Court 
Judge Susan .Webber 
Wright of Arkansas, 1 
who attended the depo¬ 
sition in person,- has 
placed all parties in the- 
4- suit under a gag order. 
K N Q I I But Susan Carpenter- 
*' 1 ■ fj . McMillan,. ' Jones\: 

adviser, said her -client 
"feeis great, she's not 
nervous and she slept welL" 

'This is a proud day to be an Amen? . 
can, that's exactly one thing she said to 
me,” Carpenter-McMillan said. “I feel 
' pnjud to be an.American, to know that 
the judicial system works.* to know that., 
a -Httie girl from. Arkansas is equal 



Continued on page 3 Ponla Jones 
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Herbal medicine 

Did you know it has so many benefits! 


Continued from page 1 

Established in 1990 by the Al Bittar 
family. Sy sterna uses all herbs 
approved by the World Health Organi¬ 
zation and the Ministry of Health in 
Jordan. Also it is the first company in 
Jordan and the Middle East to special¬ 
ize in producing various organic mate¬ 
rials using modem and advanced 
technology. 

It is worth mentioning that in dealing 
with natural herbs, the cure may be 
found in the plant's (eaves, or in its 
seeds, fruits or even in the roots. 
Herbs could be taken, after being dried, 
in the form of a drink, ointment, 
vapour or cream. 

But the usage of natural herbs is not 
new. In a book titled Herbal Treat¬ 
ment. Dr Ameen Roweiha points out 
that the "quinine" drug which was 
extracted from the crust of Cinchona 
tree has been discovered as a cure for 
malaria in 1630. 

r>r Roweiha also writes that the Pha¬ 
raohs s,:pt manuscripts of papyrus in 
thcii tombs carrying inscriptions on 
ways of herbal treatment. 

Ancient Indians and Egyptians even 
had their own prescriptions of the use 
of natural herbs, ft was then passed to 
the Greeks who wrote many books on 
herbal treatment in the fourth and fifth 
centuries BC. Of course every body 
knows the famous Greek Hipocrates 
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K ham is Al Bittar 

and Gailinus. 

After that it was the Arab and Mus¬ 
lim physicians who took the herbal 
treatment and added to it. ibn Sina. Al 
Razi and Ibn AI Bittar are but few 
among the many Arab specialisrs in 
this field. 

Interestingly enough. Dr Roweiha 
says that the first time he discovered 


Maria Al Bittar 

the benefits of natural herbs as a medi¬ 
cine was when he was in jail. He 
became aware of that while he was sit¬ 
ting in the garden of the prison, a dog 
was moving from one plant to another 
as if looking for something. Bui. after 
smelling a certain plant, the animal ate 
some of its blossoms and went away. 

Knowing that a dog is an animal 



which never eats plants. Dr Roweiha 
took the plant to an experienced 
farmer. He discovered that the blos¬ 
soms of that plant are poisonous, and if 
taken by mouth, they may cause vomit¬ 
ing and diarrhoea. 

So the animal, by instinct, had dis¬ 
covered a cure for its pains. Generally 
speaking, experts in natural herbs 
stress that it’s better to be selective in 
taking food to avoid the so many 
diseases. 

Vegetarians are said to be the lucki¬ 
est as they live longer and suffer less. 
Latest studies suggest, eating too much 
animal food < meat) makes human 
beings* lives shorter. 

■■Vegetarian food is the key element 
to good health and it minimizes about 
70 percent to 90 percent of venereal 
diseases." Al Bittar says. 

He adds that lack of vitamins espe¬ 
cially E and A or minerals from the 
hndv could be the main factors for can¬ 
cer." "So we recommend that everyone 
takes everyday 500 grams of vegeta¬ 
bles tor salad) and at least ISO grams 
of fruit." If no fruit is available, one 
can eat carrots or even tomatoes that 
are rich in vitamins. 

Herbs specialists advise that if you 
take iwo or three apples a day you’ll 
never he sick and your teeth will be 
cleansed. An English proverb says 
"One apple a day keeps the doctor 
away." Doctors may dislike it but it is 
true. 

it nourishes and cures. An apple con¬ 
tains 26 chemical elements and there 
are about 5000 kinds of apples. 

Apples are rich in vitamins A, B, and 
C. sodium, calcium, potassium and iron 
minerals. Containing “pectin", it helps 
to organize the absorption of fats in the 
body and reduces cholesterol, so it has 
a positive effect in avoiding cancer. 

Some studies say that it revives the 
brain and the heart and is useful for 
those infected with diabetes and high 
blood pressure. 

Onions are also seen as a complete 
nutrition that prevents many diseases, 
for example they contain the Gluko- 
nin clement which functions as the 
■Insulin in stabilizing sugar in the 



blood. Onions juice is effective and 
kills germs, prevents hair fall, revives 
the blood circulation and the heart 
relaxes the body and nerves, among 
others. But do people believe that one 
onion could- contain such beneficial 
elements? 

Going back to Systema it would be 
unfair to name its products which 
include over 50 herbal medicines for 
cough, stomach ache, chronic head¬ 
ache. muscles, and skin diseases. One 
of its major products is a cream made 
by Mrs Bittar, who is originally from 
Greece. “This cream is made from 
chamomile, jojoba, parsley and other 


herbs^ and T advise ladies to use it to 
protect and nourish their skin.” 

However, the well-known specialist 
points out that, treatment by natural 
herbs takes a long time, it Could reach 
up to a. year with some cases such as 
impetigo, vetillgo and psoriasis. 

He warns that self-treatment with 
herbs without consulting a specialist 
could be risky. As any kind of drugs, 
herbs possess a wide variety of benefits 
.and harms depending the particular 
herb and the body’s deficiency. Some 
herbs contain esthetic properties, and 
some contain poisonous elements that 
could be life threatening. ■ 



Clinton fails to push 
Netanyahu on West Bank 
redeployment 


Continued from page 1 

Netanyahu did not pretest a 
US-orchestrated visit that 
Arafat will pay this week to 
the US Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. He did present Clin¬ 
ton with a stack of images 
from Arab newspapers with 

f ross caricatures of Jews and 
sraelis. “Look, this cartoon 
presents the Jews exactly the 
way Der Stunner used to," 
Netanyahu told Clinton, 
according to an Israeli 
account, a reference to the 
Nazi newspaper of the Third 
Reich. 

Arafat said in Paris Tues¬ 
day that he will accept an 


offer for a VIP tour of the 
museum, despite the fact that 
some officials of die memo¬ 
rial initially tried to prevent 
him from attending. At the 
morning meeting in the Oval 
Office, most'of the business 
was conducted two on two. 
with Clinton and Albright 
facing Netanyahu and his cab¬ 
inet secretary. Dani Naveh. 

The Israeli cabinet last 
week passed a stem but 
vaguely worded motion 
insisting that there would be 
no further Israeli withdrawal 
until five months after Pales¬ 
tinians completed a long list 
of such security measures, but 
Netanyahu told Clinton there 
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Brutal killings in Amman leave 
many questions unanswered 


is “wiggle room" in that 
position. 

In a briefing for the Israeli 
press. Netanyahu said “it’s 
not a secret we’re looking for 
a package deal" adding that it 
is now "possible we’ll do it 
gradually and in parallel.’’ In 
bis meeting with Clinton. 
Netanyahu highlighted the 
importance of changes in the 
Palestinian National Cove¬ 
nant. which adviser David Bar 
Ilian said "has to do with 
fighting terror because what 
the covenant calls for is the 
destruction of Israel." ■ 

LA Timcs-Washington 
Post News Service 



Continued from page 1 

Iraqi Embassy in Amman later 
received the body of. Hejju 
which was taken back to Bagh¬ 
dad, Wednesday. 

The attack was the second 
assault oh an Iraqi diplomat in 
Iordan this year, and the Iraqi 
Foreign Minisliy in Baghdad 
was the first to announce that it 
had taken place, labeling it 
Sunday a "cowardly and treach¬ 
erous act.” 

Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali also condemned the kill¬ 
ings “for whatever reason and 
whatever motives." calling 
them "an assault on the safety 
and security of the nation." 

Several theories circulated, 
one was that the slayings could 
have been a strike against the 
Iraqi regime by Iraqi opposition 
groups which has a strong base 
in Amman. 

But by late Sunday, police 
and Iraqi exile sources in 


Amman were suggesting that 
the motive for the killings was 
most likely criminal—that it 
was a eaneland-stvlc attack 
rooted in a dispute over money. 

Another scenario says that 
these businessmen might have 
been acting as fronts for the 
Iraqi regime abroad, and*they 
may have shortchanged Bagh¬ 
dad on a deal or two. and then 
eliminated for failing to keep 
in touch. 

One of the victims. Nemtr 
Oji, was identified as a mem¬ 
ber of a billionaire Iraqi family 
whose financial empire in 
Europe and North Africa has 
murky origins and has been 
reputed over the years to have 
heen used as a front for assets 
of Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and his son Uday. 

The late Thomas was also 
believed to be involved in 
business deals for the interest 
of the Iraqi ruling family for at 
least a decade. Sources also 


said that Mr Thomas enjoys 
good ties with the Iraqi opposi¬ 
tion particularly the London- 
based Iraqi National Accord 
(INA), the wealthy anti-Iraqi 
regime opponents. 

While the third scenario 
talks about mafia involvement 
in the killings, since the late 
Thomas enjoys a wide interna¬ 
tional business network. 

At the scene of the crime, 
police seized a number of doc¬ 
uments including accounts in 
Swiss banks and papers about 
business deals. 

Thomas also enjoys good 
relations with Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen. Some press reports 
even said that the Iraqi busi¬ 
nessman had up to S100 mil¬ 
lion of investments in Jordan. 

Sources of the self-exiled 
Iraqi opposition said they sus¬ 
pected that Ojji, a food 
exporter, and the others were 
“liquidated" because of a fail¬ 
ing-out with Baghdad over 


whether they had been sending 
back a fair share of-profits, 
and that the killings ebuk) 
have been "a message" to 
other business operatives not 
to shortchange their patrons in 
the Iraqi leadership.. 

The Iraqi Embassy in 
Amman, said it believed die 
killing of Al Hejju and the 
other seven was “politically 
motivated.” Hejju, who had 
been assigned to Jordan for 
four years,- was the embassy's 
charge d’affaires. 

Members of the .INA in 
Amman vehemently denied 
that anyone from their organi¬ 
zation had any role in the kill¬ 
ings. *The Iraqi opposition 
does not use these means,” 
said a spokesman of the organ¬ 
ization. “Such means are Sad¬ 
dam’s, not the opposition’s." 

In an oddly timed surprise. 
Hussein decreed Sunday that 
all Jordanians currently held 
in Iraqi prisons or awaiting 


trial would be freed 

immediately. 

Iraqi-Jordanian relations 
have been frayed since 
December, when Iraq hanged 
four Jordanian citizens who 
had been arrested for petty 
smuggling— despite a series 
of high-level appeals for clem¬ 
ency from Jordan’s 
government 

- . According to the Iraqi News 
Agency. Hussein decided to 
free about 66 Jordanian pris¬ 
oners, as a goodwill gesture 
after, a two-hour meeting Sun¬ 
day with a pro-Iraqi Jordanian 
opposition politician. Laith 
Shebeilat. He ordered the pris¬ 
oners to drive out in a convoy 
behind Shebeilat to Amman. 

Among the dead were 
Hejju's wife, an Egyptian citi¬ 
zen and the Egyptian guard of 
the villa and his friend. 

A little over two weeks ago, 
Rahim Taher, the commercial 
attache at the Iraqi Embassy in 
Amman, escaped injury after 
being fired on from a passing 
car outside his home. Jorda¬ 
nian authorities have since 
implicated six Iraqis in the 3 
January attack, which they 
have blamed on a personal 
vendetta. ■ . 


Nation ponders effects of Abbadi’s 


National 

Music 


statement on national unity 



Conservatory Continaed from p»g e1 


THE NATIONAL Music 
Conservatory (NMC) Noor 
AJ Hussein Foundation is 
organizing an open day for 
sale or wide selection of stu¬ 
dent instruments, woodwind 
Instruments, brass instru¬ 
ments, string instruments, 
instrument accessories, cas¬ 
settes, compact discs and 
music publications (among 
which those required Tor the 
examinations of the Asso¬ 
ciated Board of Royal Schools 
of Music I. 

The sale offers attractive 
packages as well as reduced 
prices on stock musical com¬ 
modities put on display. 

The sale which will take 
[dace at the NMC. will be 
open to the public on Friday 
23 January from 10 am to 4 
pm and from 7 pm to 10 pm. 


those ministers, and others 
whom he called "enemies of 
the state.” He also attacked 
the head of the General Intel¬ 
ligence Department Lieut. 
General Sameeh Batcekhi. 

By the end of Abbadi's 
speech, public focus has 
shifted from the budget to 
national unity. 

Bui the government was 
.not about to sit and do noth¬ 
ing. In a new precedence, the 
official spokesman, who 
himself fell victim to 
Abbadi’s. harangue, snubbed 
the extremist deputy and 
underlined the need for 
national unity. The govern¬ 
ment criticized the deputy’s 
speech and described it as 
"harmful to national unity." 

It strongly criticized 
Abbadi's verbal assault on 
the three key ministers and 
accused Abbadi of opening 
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Fasti ink files suit 
against government- 

THE SOLE mobile telephone company. Jordan MebBe 
Telephone Services Co-, (Fastfink) has fifed a ease' against 
the government because of its dedskm last October to 
offer a license Cor a second cellular network Tor the Jor¬ 
dan Teleco mmuni cations Company. 

The case which was filed last Dtoembenfe naif twattfig,’ 
a decision by the High Court The first s&saon concxk-iiing 
the case will be convened.on 24 of tins month.,Fastfink, 

. which rears losing monopoly over the mobile servfcat ht; 
the Kingdom since 1994, claims (featIt will loses year of 
the contract signed with the JTC because of the Cabinet’s 
decision which was taken before October, 199fL* 


the door to “the danger of 
fanaticism." 

On his pan, Abbadi. who 
won his Lower House seat 
for the Amman Fifth District, 
reacted angrily to the govern¬ 
ment's statement and 
rejected accusations hurled 
against him. “I did not harm 
national unity. I was refer¬ 
ring to the struggle between 
classes, between rich and 
poor," he told The Star. "1 
was not talking about Jorda- 
nian-Palestiman relations." 

He added that the official 
statement carried a “clear 
threat" to him. 

Still. the government 
could not afford to let 
Abbadi get away with it. 
Prime Minister Abdel Saiam 
Al Majaii dedicated a good 
part of his reply ro the depu¬ 
ties' speeches Monday to 
cutting down Abbadi's accu¬ 
sations and insinuations. 

Majali defended the integ¬ 
rity of bis cabinet members. 
“I am proud of them and of 
their achievements," he said. 
He then lashed out at Abbadi 
without naming him. “Talk 
about fanaticism and dis¬ 
crimination under the cover 
of honesty is something that 
is rejected by us " He called’ 
on those accusing his gov¬ 
ernment of corruption and 
waving documents proving 
such charges to follow legal 
means and not to terrorize 
public employees. 

Abbadi's attack against 
what many perceived as the 
Jordanians of Palestinian 
roots, created a stare of 
shock in the country.. This 
was dot the first time that the 


eccentric deputy had raised 
questions about the legiti¬ 
macy of the Jordanian citi¬ 
zenship and nationality of 
Palestinians residing in Jor¬ 
dan for decades. 

But what was dangerous 
about his latest assault is that 
he was becoming more dar¬ 
ing, direct and could be 
appealing to a small group of 
people who share his ideas. 

“1 never wasted time lis¬ 
tening to Parliamentary 
debates, but Abbadi's state¬ 
ment glued me to my seat 
because I know his ideas," 
said As’ad Heshmeh, a teller 
at a mini store in Amman. 
“He [Abadi] has' abnormal 
ideas, somebody should stop 
him,, he has been chopping. 
the country’s body into 
pieces for the past seven 
years or more." 

However, others believe 
that Abbadi represents a ris¬ 
ing trend in the country that 
does not want the Palestinian 
solution to be at the expense 
of Jordan. "Abbadi was 
elected by. a constituency 
which adopted his famous 
views concerning the Pales¬ 
tinian presence in Jordan.” 
said Maha. a school teacher, 
who preferred to keep her 
family’s name anonymous. 
u You could feel It and see it 
in many places. So I am not 
surprised to hear him say 
what he said.” 

in a new development, 
press reports said Minister of 
-Planning -Dr Khalaf is plan¬ 
ning to file a legal, case 
against Abbadi. 

Abbadi attacked Khalaf in 
his Lower House speech 


accusing her policies of 
"destroying the country’s 
national institutions." 

Most deputies were also 
miffed by Abbadi's speech, 
but: many, including Speaker 
of the House, criticized, the 
government's ' statement 
which they considered as a 
direct interference in their 
affairs. 

During the Sunday's ses¬ 
sion of the budget discus¬ 
sions, conflict between the 
government and the House 
flared again, when deputy 
Khalil Attieh asked Deputy 
Prime . Minister Abdallah 
Nsaur ^ to confirm., that 
Abbadi’s speech was seen 
beforehand by a minister 
who. appreciated its concent, fy.. 
.Atteib’s question sparked the 
anger of Nsaur who strongly 
denied such .claims and 
replied on behalf of the min- 
- ister, by saying the deputys-' 
words “is an insult to the 
minister.” Pointing! to the 
podium, where deputies 
deliver their speeches Nsour 
said “rhis podium has been 
misused.” He threatened to 
send these accusations to 
.court. He added anyone uses 
-the_ podium should respect 
national unity. 

In a -surprising, move 
Abbadi’s own tribe released 
a statement criticizing his 
speech; and promising to 
safeguard national unity. 

Earlier in the week, four 
Lower House . deputies, 
including'Abbadi released a Acs 
statement underlining the “ 
Kroctity of national unity. 
Abbadi voted for the budget 
draft law..* . 
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i 0 , 1 ^ n,an Prisoners freed 

Wednesday,* 1 following a^dcci^o ^hv' i jail? S' released 

sms 

*£ ta 5 a 2 bS £ 

' figure Leith Shirt**'P? W ? *? Jordanian opposition 

A 2332; ™ ,s * l5 ° the fte-d « ffSrtta 

writing .m KfeL^f ET3T! “ a,reac, y lw» 

nnniiv.7 u,e re tease of the Jordanian prisoners TTie 
? re conflicimgrbuLit is thought thatupto 100 Jo£ 
danwn prisoners were held in Iraqi jaik. P 

ssc taken to court 

■ Journalist Nahed Hatter, who is the publisher of Al 

hN l^wv^n ni COU d ^ in P" 01 soo^has instructed 
^,7^v^ r a . lhe Court against the Social 
Sctunt y Corporation. This is concerning the SSC’s latest 
dcciMon o invest JD IS million in a JonLian-Israeii com- 

SriiivS? S awy - er ’ F f ,sa] AI Bata y*h, argues such par- 
K r^. U *- a,nst iordan, 'ao Jaws and is nothing but 
me use of Jordanian finance to service the economy of the 
Zionist enemy, and help the policies of normalization. 

Garaudy in our-minds 

* The trial of Roger Garaudy continues to arouse' much 
interest in Jordan especially amongst intellectuals, politi¬ 
cians. academics and journalists. For one thing the Jordan 
Writers Assocraoon has sent a letter to French President 
Jacques Chirac telling him that an injustice is being done to 
the French philosopher and that the trial should be ended. 
Meanwhile, the 12 opposition parties are also up in arms. 
They called on rich Arabs and Muslims all over the world 
P™* ^ n . af1c '^ back up to Garaudy and demanded that 
the Union of Arab Lawyers send a delegation to defend 
him. . 

Work in Mafraq 

■ Il's working conditions in Mafraq this week. The Labor 
Directorate in the Mafraq Govemorate issued.176 warnings. 
to employers who were believed to be in direct contrac¬ 
tions or the labor laws during 1997.. Also 16? violations 
were issued to establishments in the area for not sticking to:-; 
the full limits of the law. The Directorate issued7J67worts' 
permits and gave 339 work experience certificates. 

Deputies walk out . .. T" ■ ' 

■ It is siill the hammer and the chop forLbwerHoiisedep- " 

uties Hamadeh Faraneh and Sheikh Mohammad Rafaat 
This time it. is from deputies thentselv^ and ^happened - 
during one of the sessions on the budget last week. As Fara- . 
neh got up to talk'about, the.budget, r5 deputies left the 
chamber. They still Dee) angry about his .visit to die Knesset 
last month. • • .. '• .-,'7 

Commission Increase for fuel 
distributors : .’y.;.- ... 

■ h seems that die dispute between dtoe. fue^distribators, ; 
the ownhm of hiations-that seU Iml-and thegovcnunenr. is 
slowly reaching a satisfactory end^ Dqwty. Prirae Minister 
tor Development Dr Jawad’ Al Anani sind Ae principle has !, 
been acceptcdby the govern meat to increase the commis- 
siun of fuel distributors. However talk now is centered at 
the level of such a commission. Distributors are'demand¬ 
ing a five percent increase on street sales, they arenow tak¬ 
ing just one percent. Rumor has it (hot the government is 
playing with the idea of sharing the increase, with the con¬ 
sumer. Happy relationship! 

Strike! 

■ Private schools could be in for a shock on 25 January. 
President of the Union of Teachers in Private Education 
Ma/cn Al Maaitha has already sent a memo to Labor Min¬ 
ister Dr Saleh Al Khasawneh informing him that there will 
He a work stoppage on 25 January in protest of the unfair 
practices carried out by one of the private schools against 
its employees. The memo pointed out that the Union has on 
.i number of occasions pleaded with the Ministry of Educa¬ 
tion to take over the responsibility of negotiating directly' 
with private schools over their members’ wages and-con¬ 
tracts but io no avail. The memo said that despite' the begin¬ 
ning of the year, teachers in a number of schools, are still 
waiting for their last years' salaries. 

AIDS patients 

■ The Higher National Committee for Combatting AIDS, 
is exempting Aids patients from paying.fees for medical 
treatment at government hospitals. This exemption relates 
to discuses other than AIDS. This is a new directive taken 
by the Ministry of Health. There are 164 AIDS patients in 
Jordan. 

GAM coffers 

■ Total revenues collected by the Greater Amman Munici¬ 
pality for IQQ7 hit more than JD 13 million, while salaries 
iind wages were only JD 5 million. GAM is embarking on 
further extensive plans to beautify Amman for this year. 


British Airways holds 
Ramadan evening for 
travel agents 
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i olds an <8 ar i» Muata University for the chancellors and lecturers 
Lt^ff U ^ 7 rS ^l\ 1 uesday ‘ Prmc€ Hassan called on universities in the Kingdom to draw up scientific plans that 
couU be executed witkm the context of their role in the service and development of the northern, middle and southern 

s^hTd^eh^erU 1111 ’^ 111 ^ ° fth °* e ta draw U P strategies that would be helpful for the national economic and 

Greek Ambassador in Amman ——— 

‘...Greece can serve as 
the bridge between the 

East and Europe’ 



Garaudv 



OTHAWJswTtoB» nm.gw with 180 
' * _ # - h _ Rppencv Hotel this week. 
e TJ m tald traditional Ramadan Nights set- 
^TTnjoying to Holy Month’, famous dnoks, 

^' and taW British Ainvays in Amman to 
hotww'n the Airlines team and to travel 

i^a'" -jsEir 

■uslomary of “The World’s Favourite Atrfine. ■ 


EDITOR’S NOTE: The 
peace ‘/process, Greefc- 
Jordazuau relations and the 
Greek role in Europe and 
thel Mediterranean are the 
main Topics of this week’s 
interview. Aida Al Tawil 
talks to the Greek Ambassa¬ 
dor, Mr Aristidis Saudis, in 
Amman both for The Star 
and Ad Dustour. Excerpts 
foEMfi 

Do. you think, that Greece 
has a more concerned role 
towards the peace process 
than its European partners? 
Can you give on the 

Grade policy towards the 
peace process? 

Being a. member of the 
European Union; Grecce -'can ■ 
.serve as the; bridge between 
the'Middle East and Europe. 
In this context, it has been 
able to take initiatives and 
contributed considerably in 
the formation of the European 
policy in this part of the 
world. Traditionally it has - 
been active in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. The Arab- 
Israeli conflict has had a con¬ 
siderable impact on Greek for¬ 
eign policy. My country has 
always been at the forefront in 
assisting the Arab cause and 
in.-particularly the Palestin¬ 
ians. We firmly support a just. 
Comprehensive and lasting 
peace. We call for unchanged 
religious conditions and the 
preservation of the Holy 
Shrines in Jerusalem. The 
political dimensions should be 
solved through negotiations 
between the Palestinians and 
Israel. We also support the 
idea for preserving Jerusalem 
as an open city for all relig¬ 
ions and as a symbol of 
peace. Greece has long¬ 
standing economic, political 
and cultural ties with both 
Arabs and Israelis, while forge 
Orthodox Christian communi¬ 
ties are to be found in the 
Middle east, where the Patriar¬ 
chates of Alexandria. Jerusa¬ 
lem and Antioch are located. 
Nor does the Middle East, cri¬ 
sis leave unaffected develop¬ 
ments iii Cyprus. In this 
respect, Greece has a vital 
stake in the establishment of 
peace, stability and coopera¬ 
tive relations in the wider 
Middle East region. The credi¬ 
bility of Greece as a champion 
of stability and cooperation is 
further reinforced by its long 
.tradition-os a country which 
promotes • the principle of 
peaceful resolution of interna¬ 
tional conflicts. Finally, 1 
would also like to stress that it 
was Greece that took the ini¬ 
tiative to. promote the Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership. 

How do you describe the 
bdateral relation? between 
Greece and Jordan? 

Our. bilateral relations, 
based- on sound traditional 
bonds, which we greatly 
value, are most happily at a 
very high level. It is ray firm 
desire, to see them further 
expanded in all domains of 
human activities, to broaden 
and intensify thopolitical dia¬ 
logue, io upgrade the eco¬ 
nomic. trade, cultural, mili¬ 
tary, educational, tourism, 
archaeology, protection of 
environment, .maritime, health 
and others.field of cooperation 
and to/ihrbw wide open all 
possible avenues . for close 
contacts .and communication 
between our two friendly peo¬ 
ples. More than an identify of 
policies on international and 
regional issues there exists a 
community of bean and spirit 


between Jordan and Greece 
between the Arab Nation and 
Hellenism, since we share the 
same devotion in human val¬ 
ues and die same deals. For 
we arc both striving for peace, 
stability, security" regional 
cooperation 

and economic and social 
development in our respective 
areas of the world. And in this 
context 1 would like to stress 
that we in Greece highly value 
and fully support the stabiliz¬ 
ing rule of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan at the 
crossroads of the Middle East. 

An important role in our 
efforts to broaden and deepen 
the bilateral relations is played 
by the Jordanian-Greek 
Friendship Associations under , 
the Chairmanship of His 
Excellency - Prime Minister 1 
Abdul Salam Majali as well as 
by the "Association of Greek 
Women jn Jordan" and by the 
"Association of Jordanian 
Graduates of Greek Universi¬ 
ties." In fact, a large number 
of Jordanians have made their 
university studies in Greece, 
many of them with scholar¬ 
ships from the Greek state. In 
addition, military personnel of 
the Jordanian armed forces are 
granted regularly scholarships 
for studies in the Military 
Academy of Greece. To con¬ 
clude. I want to emphasize the 
great importance of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in strength¬ 
ening the tics between our two 
peoples. 

What is the present state 
of Greek-Turkish relations? 

Greece has demonstrated a 
willingness to settle through 
peaceful means a number of 
complex issues affecting 
Greek-Turkish relations. Even 
when faced with a series of 
Turkish claims against Greek 
territory and sovereign rights 
in the Aegean area in defiance 
of international legality and 
treaties, in an attempt to 
change the existing status quo. 
Greece has shown restraint 
and has repeatedly advocated 
compliance to the relevant 
principles of international law. 

To achieve a normalization 
of Greek-Turkish relations, 
the Greek government has put 
forward a comprehensive pro¬ 
posal of a “step by step" pro¬ 
cedure. aiming at the gradual 
elimination of the areas of 
conflict and the promotion of 
a climate of confidence 


Sandis 


between the two 
states. This 
includes a con¬ 
frontation of the 
legal framework 
which" defines the 
legal status in the 
Aegean as pro¬ 
vided for by 
international law 
and treaties as 

well as an 

ncknowlcdgcmcn 
t that any subse¬ 
quent matters of 
interpretation 
and implementa¬ 
tion of pending 
issues between 
the two conn- 
tries will be 

resolved by legal 
means available 
in International 
Law and. specifi¬ 
cally. by the 

International 
Court of Justice. 

This is particularly so in T the 
case of ihc Greek islets of 
Imin. regarding which Turkey 
has to acknowledge it* obliga¬ 
tion to put before this Court 
its unilateral claims. 

Concerning the issue or 
EU-Turkish relations. Greece 
helievcs that the European 
orientation of Turkey is both 
necessary and possihle.lt 
should be emphasized that 
Greece docs not face the issue 
of the European orientation of 
Turkey in a dogmatic way: 
our concerns are political. 
Greece would certainly wel¬ 
come its eastern neighbor to 
the European family of 
nations. If Turkey were to 
give up its bullying tactics, 
renounce its threats to use 
military Force and observe the 
European norms and human 
rights. In any case this is not 
just n Greek position, but it 
has been repeatedly reaf¬ 
firmed by the European 
Union. 

How does' the Cyprus 
issue afTect Greek-Turkish 
relations? 

The Cyprus question is not 
a Greek-Turkish issue but an 
international problem of inva¬ 
sion and occupation. It is 
imperative that the Interna¬ 
tional Community, the US and 
the EU exert all their influ¬ 
ence in make. Turkey comply 
with international legal order. 
Although separate and unre¬ 
lated to the Greek-Turkish 



issues, a just, viable and func¬ 
tional solution to the Cyprus 
problem would greatly con¬ 
tribute to the improvement in 
Greek-Turkish relations. 
However, the normalization 
on the Greek-Turkish from 
would be unattainable as long 
as the Cyprus issue remains 
open. 

The accession perspective 
of Cyprus and the increasing 
interest of the EU member- 
states on the Cyprus question 
has given to this thorny prob¬ 
lem a new dimension. We 
strongly believe that the 
accession of Cyprus can act as 
a catalyst in the effort to find 
a just and viable solution to 
the Cyprus question. The 
accession of Cyprus will con¬ 
tribute to the economic 
growth of the island and will 
reinforce the sense of security 
of its population. This would 
be particularly so in the case 
of the economically weaker 
Turkish Cypriot community. 
On the other hand, we do not 
consider that the settlement of 
the political question consti¬ 
tutes a precondition for the 
accession of Cyprus to the EU 
Cyprus accession to the EU 
coupled with a comprehensive 
plan for the demilitarization 
of the island will go a long 
way to the resolution of the 
Cyprus problem, guaranteeing 
peace and prosperity to all the 
citizens of the Republic. ■ 


Clinton deposed in Jones lawsuit 
over sexual harassment 


Continued from page 1 

under the law to the president of 
the United States."" Clinton 
was the first to leave, his motor¬ 
cade speeding out of the under¬ 
ground garage. Carpenter- 
McMillan came out and said 
Jones probably would speak to 
the media, but moments later a 
three-taxi motorcade containing 
Jones roared out of the garage, 
as well, with photographers run¬ 
ning in pursuit. 

Jones filed a lawsuit nearly 
four years ago asserting that 
Clinton exposed himself to her 
and asked her for oral sex in a 
Little Rock, hotel room on May 
S. 1991. while he was governor 
of Arkansas and she was a state 
employee. Her lawsuit con¬ 
tends that Clinton conspired 
with a state trooper to entice her 
into a sexual situation. Jones, 
now 31. was a low-level Arkan¬ 
sas government employee work¬ 


ing al a stole-sponsored confer¬ 
ence on the day she says the 
incident occurred. 

Clinton has suited in court 
papers that he has no memoiy 
of ever meeting Jones. White 
House officials said Clinton 
planned to repent that assertion, 
Saturday’s deposition was in 
preparation for a trial scheduled 
to lake place in Little Rock on 
May 27. The rules of evidence 
are more freewheeling for depo¬ 
sitions than for trials, and Clin¬ 
ton may have faced questions 
about his sexual history. 

Sources lamitiar with the 
case, however, say Webber 
directed Jones attorney Dono¬ 
van Campbell to focus his ques¬ 
tions on what allegedly hap¬ 
pened between the president 
and his clienL 

The case has been a test of 
the images of both combatants. 
Fbr Clinton, the lawsuit has pro¬ 


vided his critics ammunition to 
attack his character. Jones’ char¬ 
acter and appearance have been 
placed under a microscope. Her 
critics wonder why she waited 
years before filing the suit and 
why her legal team upped the 
price of an out-of-court settle¬ 
ment to $2 million and an apol¬ 
ogy from Clinton. She had origi¬ 
nally sued for S700.000. 

Clinton’s partisans have tried 
to portray Jones as a low-class 
gold-digger. To defend against 
that characterization. Jones has 
undergone a dramatic make¬ 
over. toning down her hairstyle, 
wardrobe and makeup. Her hair¬ 
stylist. Daniel DtCriscio of Los 

Angeles, accompanied her to 
Washington. ■ 

LA Times-W'ashingum Post 
News Service 
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Garaudy in the press 

* The on-going trial of the French philosopher Roger Ga¬ 
raudy in Paris this week is getting more coverage cspeci.tllv 
by newspaper columnists. 

He is standing trial in France under the IWtt Gaysvaud 
Law which was imposed by ihc Jew ish communities’ to re¬ 
press those who dare refute 

the Zionist claims about the_ 

Holocaust, and to put an 
end to a rising phenomena 
adopted by some European 
intellectuals who suirted 
preparation to search for 
the truth about Nazi gas 
chambers durine the World 
Warll. 

The trial of the X3-year- 
old man which is having 
much media publicity in 
France and the world, is re¬ 
ceived with much anguish 
in the Arab uorld and par¬ 
ticularly in Jordan. 

Indeed, after a slow start. 

Jordanian columnist this 
week appeared ready for a 
lull frontal attack. They say 
that Garaudy is a victim of 

a conspiracy perpetrated hy the Zionists elements in France. 
Europe and the United States. 

Yasser Al Zaatera writing in Ad Dustnur says that what 
the trial shows is that the strength of the Jewish communi¬ 
ties and the Zionists lobbies that arc taking much more than 
the fair share of the cake for their political, economic and 
cultural dominance. 

Garaudy, who convened to Islam, is the author of lhe 
/-.Jiw./fiije A/vf/i.% of the Israeli Politics, unveils, among other 
things what he describes as Jewish lies about the Hnli»causi. 

George Haddad writing in Ad Dustour at the beginning of 
the trial says that despite the fact that Garaudv's hook was a 
scientific and an academic study—and in this respect con¬ 
tained little that is new—it was received with such vehe¬ 
mence by the Zionists. The myths came to he seen as ■'doc¬ 
trines to justify Israeli practices in Palestine." 

The book moved the Jewish communities around the 
globe, as it rang a bell awakening the world on how Zion¬ 
ism exploited a historical lie. called Holocaust, to gain inter¬ 
national sympathy for the Jews, which later helped gather 
them in what they claimed to he the "promised land” in Pal¬ 
estine. 

In Jordan as the rest of the Muslim and Arab world, the 
Muslim philosopher receives a massive support, and many 
intellectuals have expressed their doubts about French de¬ 
mocracy that han> Garaudy from expressing his opinion. 

Haddad says that in reality Garaudy"s hook is one of two 
important hooks published in the last few years to expose 
what he regards as a lie about the six million Jews killed. 
The second book which is more dangerous is by the human¬ 
ist professor Israel Shahak which also exposes Israel myths. 

Huda Fakhuri also in Ad Dustour adopts a more pan- 
Islamic angle. Firstly she says that the trial of Garaudy coin¬ 
cided W ith the banning of the Welfare Party in Turkey, She 
points out to the double standards that has been adopted hy 
the West. She says (hat in the case of Salman Rushdie's Sa¬ 
tanic Verses, the West said that the Indo-British author must 
he allowed to practice his right to free expression despite 
the fact that the book was extremely ami-lslamic. 

But she says that the same West is putting on trial a writ¬ 
er. who is of Jew ish origin but who has chosen Islam, be¬ 
cause he dared criticize Zionist thought in his book. Fnkhou- 
ri asks how can this liberal, democratic West allow itself to 
ban a writer to criticize what he feels should he criticized. 

The contradiction is apparent, the next columnist writes. 
Shah la AI Kayjli in A l Rai says Salman Rushdi fought 
against Islam and Muslims openiy...hut to the West he be¬ 
came ;i "symbol of science, culture and knowledge." The 
writer starts his column in a form of a letter to Garaudv. AI 
Kaynli tells Gnuruudy that "you are the light standing in a 
counroom that has been folded in darkness for so "many 
years." She adds that Garaudv's book has come to expose 
the myths anti lies which international Zionism has tried to 
feed the world with for the last 50 years. AI Kavali says that 
how can we believe that six million Jews were sent to the 
gas chambers when the total number of Jews around the 
world tit the time was no more than four million. 


Jordan to publish 
first human 
development report 


AMMAN—As part of its com¬ 
mitment to promote sustainable 
human development and 
improve living standards, the 
Government has approved 
plans to publish a National 
Human Development Report in 
cooperation with the United 
Nations Development Pro¬ 
gramme t UNDP). 

The project agreement was 
officially signed by Ministry of 
Planning Secretary-General. 
Dr. Nabil Ammari. and UNDP 
Resident Representative. Mr 
Jorgen Lissner. The total pro¬ 
duction cost of three successive 
reports for the years 1998 to 
2000 is estimated at $225,000 
which will be jointly Financed 
by UNDP and the British 
Department for International 
Development The first report 
is expected to be published in 
the fall of 1998. 

Since 1990. UNDP's global 
Human Development Report 
has closely examined whether 
economic growth managed to 
translate into tangible improve¬ 
ments in people’s quality of 
life. Every year, it ranks 174 
countries around the world 
according to the Human Devel¬ 
opment Index (HDI) which is 
based on three socio-economic 
indicators life expectancy, lit¬ 
eracy and per capita gross 
domestic product Last year. 
Jordan ranked 84, placing it in 
the "medium human develop¬ 
ment" category. 


Like the global Human 
Development Report. Jordan"*. 
National Human Development 
Report will place emphasis mi 
penpic-cemcrcd development, 
highlighting a range of >.h: in- 
economic factors that affect— 
positively and negatively— 
Jordan’s HDI ranking in the 
global report. The national 
report is expected to convex a 
more elaborate picture oi 
human development in Jordan, 
using the latest statistics and in- 
depth analysis. 

One of the outstanding fea¬ 
tures of the first edition of Jor¬ 
dan's National Human Devel¬ 
opment Report will he ils 
special focus on youth. This 
I heme was selected hceausc 
adolescents and young adults 
comprise a large segment of 
Jordanian society, with nearly 
40 percent of the population 
falling in the 15-34 age group. 
In addition, lhe role and prob¬ 
lems of youth in society have 
not received enough .mention 
compared to other issues vtich 
as unemploy me i it. poverty. 
environmental conservation or 
the advancement of women. 

More than 60 countries 
around the world have 
embarked on projects to pro¬ 
duce a National Human Devel¬ 
opment Report. In the Arab 
region. Lebanon. Egypt. Pales¬ 
tine. Iraq and Tunisia have 
already published similar 
national reports. ■ 
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Lurie’s NewsCartoon 



Notes from the Levant 

Mass murder in Amman: 
Jordan feels the brunt of its 
special relation with Iraq 
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Exorcising demons and hunting scarecrows 

JORDANIANS FROM all walks of life felt insulted by the words of deputy 
Ahmad Owedi Abbadi last week, who once more cast a shadow of doubt over 
the loyalty of Jordanians of Palestinian origin, especially those in senior polit¬ 
ical and economic positions in the Kingdom. 

They felt insulted not because Abbadi was threatening national unity, Jor¬ 
dan's most treasured legacy of the last few decades. They felt so, probably, 
because Abbadi was claiming to talk on behalf of the Jordanian people. He 
was definitely not. If anything. Abbadi was speaking loudly, trying to be 
heard because he knows he has few followers. 

Abbadi was elected to the Lower House twice since the resumption of Jor¬ 
dan's democratic process in 1989. During his first term he expressed his ultra 
nationalist positions and was many times criticized for his extremist and divi¬ 
sive stands. He lost his seat in the 1993 race and four years later successfully 
contested the elections of 1997 to win for the second time. It is said that those 
who elected him the second time were fully ware of his extremist and chau¬ 
vinistic ideas and therefore, by speaking the way he did from the podium a 
week ago. Abbadi was appealing to the constituency w'hich elected him. 

That might be partly true. People elect deputies on the basis of kinship, tri¬ 
bal affiliation and clan rivalries. They elect those who can do them favors; ap¬ 
point relatives in government offices and so forth. It would be giving Abbadi 
too much credit to say that he represents an organized trend and that he is fol¬ 
lowing a certain political agenda. He may be following his own personal 
agenda, which may not go beyond securing a minister's portfolio in the up¬ 
coming cabinet reshuffle. Or he may be being used by others who do indeed 
have their own ominous political agenda. We sincerely hope not. 

It is not Abbadi who scares us and appears to threaten our national unity. 
What scares us the most is our growing lack of self-confidence in our system 
and the covenant that we all vowed to respect and protect. We should exorcise 
the demons within us instead of hunting down scarecrows. 

The subject of the dual loyalty of Jordanians of Palestinian origin and the 
earned and sacred rights of those people as full-fledged citizens of this coun¬ 
try has always been a sort of Pandora's Box for the government. It should not 
be. By our silence we give credence to those who fish in murky waters look¬ 
ing for a catch—any catch. 

National unity cannot be protected like an old relic that is believed to have 
a supernatural effect. On the contrary-, national unity is something we feel 
around us, sense everywhere and anytime and appreciate so that no one would 
dare threaten it. ■ 



By Osama El-Sherif 

I THE GRISLY murder of six Iraqi.*, and 
two Egyptians in a posh villa in an Am¬ 
man suburb this week raises a good ques¬ 
tion. How cosily has it become for Jordan 
to maintain the “special" relationship it 
has with Iraq? The latest slaughter has 
shocked Jnrdanians. This was no ordinary 
murder and the victims were anything hut 
ordinary people. They included influential 
Iraqi businessmen and a senior diplomat, 
the embassy’s charge d’affaires, and his 
wife. The perpetrators, as far as ihc offi¬ 
cial investigations have uncov¬ 
ered. were professional killers 
who have planned and carried 
their cold-bloodied crime care¬ 
fully. 

And although initial investi¬ 
gation results have disqualified 
political motives, when it 
comes to Iraq, as Jordanians 
are finding out. political sym¬ 
bolism cannot he discounted. 

But for Jordan, proving that the 
murders were not politically 
motivated is especially impor¬ 
tant. Only three weeks ago. the 
Iraqi commercial aiuchd in 
Jordan narrowly escaped an as¬ 
sassination attempt in (he 
.streets of Amman. While (he 
Iraqis charged that the attempt 
was political, the Jordanian 
government has so far proved it 
was not. It says the Iraqi diplo¬ 
mat was a victim of a family 
feud that involved his mother- 
in-law. 

Although no connection be¬ 
tween this week's mass murder 
and the earlier attempt on the 
diplomat's fife has been estab¬ 
lished. Jordanians are growing 
increasingly anxious about the 
prospect Vf Iraqis butchering 
themselves in the Jordanian 
capital. 

These incidents cannot be 
treated in isolation from the 
current tension that marks the 
special relations between Jor¬ 
dan and Iraq. 

Late last year Jordanians were outraged 
when Iraq executed four of their nationals 
in Baghdad after convicting them on 
smuggling charges. The King blasted the 
Iraqi regime for what many Jordanians 
considered-its an act of hefrayal on Iraq’s 
side of the special ties that bind" both 
countries. Nothing could justify r.he brutal 
treatment of the four Jordanians. In an un¬ 
precedented move. Jordan expelled a 
number of Iraqi diplomats and recalled its 
ambassador in Baghdad for consultations. 

Jordanians had every right to be dis¬ 
mayed. Until today Jordan is paying a 
heavy price for its popular support of Iraq 
during the Gulf War. when a US-led mili¬ 
tary alliance congregated in the Arabian 
desert to force Saddam's army out of Ku¬ 
wait. Because of the Jordanian stand, 
which did not back Iraq's occupation oY 
Kuwait but firmly objected to a military 
solution. Jordan felt the brunt of Arab and 


international isolation and economic pun¬ 
ishment. 

The special relationship between the 
two countries did not begin during the 
Gulf War. It preceded it by almost a dec¬ 
ade. when the first Gulf War erupted be¬ 
tween Iraq and Iron. As a result of its alli¬ 
ance with Iraq. Jordan was- generously 
rewarded by Baghdad. The Jordanian 
economy evolved in such a way that it be¬ 
came heavily dependent on Iraqi trade and 
it ton paid the price when Tniq was 
hnmbcd out of Kuwait in 1991 and locked 
up under strict UN sanctions. 



Saddam: A costly relationship 


The political relationship between the 
two countries began to suffer when Jordan 
joined the Madrid peace process and 
slowly began rebuilding its ties with the 
United Stales and the Gulf countries. The 
turn-around reached its apex when Jordan 
gave sanctuary to. President Saddam'S two 
- sons-tnrlaw -and their wives. The ill-fated 
' political refugees paid, the ultimate, price 
when they were lured back to Iraq few 
months later. During that period Jordan 
also allowed some anti-Saddam elements 
to operate freely in Jordan, along with 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqis who 
crossed the common border in search of a 
new life away from their besieged coun¬ 
try. 

But in spite of the obvious cooling off 
in relations on the political front, the pop¬ 
ular mood in Jordan remained strongly in 
favor of Iraq, as that country continued to 
suffer under the sanctions regime. Eco¬ 


nomically. manv Jordanian businessmen 
continued to trade with Iraq, while high- 
powered Iraqi businessmen. like this 
week's victims, operated from Amman, 
their only link, to the outside world. And 
throughout this period, Jordan remained 
completely dependent, as it was for many 
years, on cheap Iraqi oil supplies, which 
were given to Jordan to pay for Iraqi 
debts to the kingdom. 

This very awkward, but still special re¬ 
lationship. somehow survived the tests ol 
time and political changes in the region. 
And every time tension between the two 
leaderships reached a high 
point, it somehow left the eco¬ 
nomic and popular relationships 
unscathed. 

But this week, bloody mur¬ 
ders in luxurious Amman villas 
notwithstanding, new signs of 
strain at the political level have 
emerged. In an unexpected 
move, the Iraqi president or¬ 
dered the release of over 60 Jor¬ 
danian detainees and convicts 
from Iraqi prisons after meeting 
with President of the Engineers 
Association Laith ShbielaL a 
key opposition figure in Jorda¬ 
nian politics. An Iraqi presiden¬ 
tial statement said the release 
“comes in honor of the Jordani¬ 
an people who have put their 
moral weight behind the patriot¬ 
ic person of ShbeilaL" Again 
Jordanians looked for symbol¬ 
ism in the latest Iraqi initiative. 
The Jordanian government cau¬ 
tiously welcomed the release of 
its nationals, but criticized the 
fact that It was not informed of 
it through proper diplomatic 
channels. ... 

It is difficult to predict future 
developments in the special re¬ 
lationship between the two 
countries. At the popular level, 
Jordanians still sympathize with 
the plight of the Iraqi people 
and there are still those who 
support the Iraqi leadership, 
perceived as the last bastion 
against the sinister American 
imperialist and Israeli Zionist alliance.. At 
the political level, the King remains criti¬ 
cal of the fraqi regime, its blunders and 
crimes against the people of Iraq, but has 
watered down earlier calls Tor a direct 
change of the political leadership ur;tbat • 
country. And while the Juatjl opposition ' 
exists nominally on Jordanian soil, it-has 
npt been allowed to work actively against 
• the Iraqi regime. 

All in all, and while the real motives 
and the identity of the killers behind this 
week's gruesome mass murder remain a 
mystery, Jordanians are becoming wary 
about the prospects of their country be¬ 
coming an arena for Iraqi feuding and 
liquidations. If anything, the events of 
the last few months have shown how li¬ 
able Jordan can be as a result of its spe¬ 
cial connection to Iraq. The special rela¬ 
tionship is again having its toll on 
Jordan. ■ 


Torture in Israel continues 
legally sanctioned 


• A rally in support of Roger Garuady in Gam, Monday. Palestinian intellectuals and 
academics took part in the rally to show support for the French Muslim, who is currently 
on trial in Paris . Palestinian Telecommunications Minister 1mad Fallouji said “we ask 
all believers in human rights and freedom of expression to back him.” 
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TORTURE AGAINST Pales¬ 
tinians along with all kinds 
of illegally outlawed tactics 
continue throughout the oc¬ 
cupied territories and in Is¬ 
raeli prisons. 

Gross forms of collective 
punishment. deportations, 
home demolitions, blockades, 
and “legalized'' land sei¬ 
zures— all outlawed by long¬ 
standing international con¬ 
ventions— have been a con¬ 
stant feature of Israeli poli¬ 
cies toward the Palestinians 
for decades and in many 
ways have been increased 
since the current "peace pro¬ 
cess’’ began after the Gulf 
War of 1991. 

Just traveling between Pal¬ 
estinians [owns and villages, 
or attempting to go from 
Bethlehem or Ramallah to Je¬ 
rusalem (normally a 10 min¬ 
ute trip), is now a major 
problem for the great majori¬ 
ty of Palestinians who are de¬ 
nied permission to do so by 
the Israeli occupation Army. 

Of course torture and other 
forms of severe repression 
are practiced by the Arab re¬ 
gimes throughout the region 
against their own people— 
Israel is hardly alone. 

Indeed, one of the main 
reason neither the Arafat re¬ 
gime nor the neighboring 
Arab States condemn Israeli 
torture is that they are prac¬ 
ticing worse forms of it 
themselves. 

But Israel is alone in giv¬ 
ing its colonial and often¬ 
times racist policies the sem¬ 
blance of legality and the 
sanction of law. 

In this Lhe closest analogy 
is the White South Africa 
with its Apartheid laws and 
racist "homeland" policies. 

Even the Israeli Chief Jus¬ 
tice. Aharon Barak, recently 
voted in favor of a prelimi¬ 
nary injunction to hah Israeli 


torture of Palestinians. 

He was overruled in Is¬ 
rael’s Supreme Court by a 
vote of 5 to 4. 

The following information 
comes from The Palestinian 
Sixieiy for the Protection of 
Human Rights and the Envi¬ 
ronment CLAWj. a non¬ 
governmental organization in 
Jerusalem dedicated to pre¬ 
serving human rights through 
legal advocacy. 

"On 11 Sunday December 
in an exceptional nine judge 
panel hearing, the Israeli 
High Court again postponed 
coming to a decision barring 
the use of torture in Israeli 
prisons, after hearing a case 
last Wednesday submitted by 
the Public Committee 
Against Torture in Israel 
(PCATI). 

The Court heard the cases 
of Fuad Awad Qur'an, held 


incommunicado since 10 De¬ 
cember 1997, and of Abd al 
Rahman Ismail Ghanimat. 
held and interrogated since 
13 November 1997. 

Lawyers for PCATI stated 
that hooding, handcuffing in 
painful positions on a very 
small slanted stool, sleep 
deprivation and constant 
blaring music for prolonged 
periods sometimes up to five 
days constituted torture, for¬ 
bidden by international law, 
and are methods used to ex¬ 
tract confessions. 

In December, the Israeli in¬ 
telligence services admitted 
to routinely using these meth¬ 
ods during interrogation, but 
said that these methods are 
used for administrative pur¬ 
poses. 

Hooding and blaring mu¬ 
sic, for example, prevents 
detainees from speaking to 


each other. 

It should be noted here 
that the Israeli intelligence 
has stated that neither Gham- 
mat nor Qur’an are consid¬ 
ered so-called “ticking 
bombs." 

In its decision the nine- 
judge panel, in a 5-4 vote, re¬ 
fused to give a temporary in¬ 
junction against the use of 
torture during the ongoing 
interrogation of Ghanimat 
and Qur'an, and decided to 
join two other outstanding 
cases on torture (including 
head shaking, which last re¬ 
sulted in the death of a Pales¬ 
tinian detainee in 1995) and 
to rule later on its general 
use. 

Chief Justice Barak voted 
in the dissent, to issue the 
temporary injunction against 
the use of torture.” ■ 
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TURKEY'S EXPERI¬ 
ENCE with radical politics 
is certainly an old one. The 
1970s era was dominated 
by right-wing, and left 
wing clashes which hod 
their roots in .the I%lfc. 
youth movement. Just as 
the cultural shock troops of 
the ‘60s generation trans¬ 
formed themselves into, 
the later terrorists. Turkey 
had its share of this socio¬ 
political phenomenon. ' 
General Evrcn's Sep¬ 
tember 19X1 military take¬ 
over came to end this state 
of political uncertainty. 
The emergent Turkish de¬ 
mocracy afterwards, came 
face to face with a new 
phenomenon, that grew 
stronger in’ the post¬ 
modernist world, and the 
end of the age of bi¬ 
polarity. It also politicized 
Islamic movements. 

One cannot judge Tur¬ 
key’s Rcfah Party in terms 
ofradicalizaiion or moder¬ 
ation. the only criterion 
that can be used under the 
circumstances is the judge¬ 
ment of the Turkish Con¬ 
stitutional Court which has 
disbanded Refah. and pro¬ 
hibited its leader Mr Erba¬ 
kan Prom pursuing his ca¬ 
reer in politics for the next 
five years. 

This shows that the sec¬ 
ular version of Kemalism 
in Turkey is an ideology 
that will he defended 
against all forces, just as 
was the case in the 1970s, 
hut this time with constitu¬ 
tional methods. The unease 
of the Turkish state and its 
official secularist Kemal¬ 
ism. with all other political 
manifestations, has very 
deep historical mots, espe¬ 
cially in the case of Islamic 
political organizations. The 
identification of institution¬ 
alized Islam with the (an¬ 
cient regime), and the am¬ 
bivalent role played by 
Muslim clerics during what 
is termed as the Turkish 
Waf of Independence with 
*fie drive of the late Musta¬ 
fa' Kemal to modernize the 
ethos of the new Turkish 
republic, had already set 
the tone for the current po¬ 
litical relationship, be¬ 
tween secularist Turkey, 
and political Islamisation. 

Undoubtedly, this is a 
totally Turkish affair, but it 
proves at the same time, 
that Turkey is an integral 
part of our region, as well 
as the larger Islamic na¬ 
tion. Otherwise, neither the 
Arab nor tire Islamic 
worlds would have been 
interested in these recent 
developments, regardless 
of the forces that view Tur¬ 
key with exclusion. It is 
important to remind our¬ 
selves of the importance of 
Turkey in regional and Is¬ 
lamic dimensions, but it is 
also important to remind 
her of its sense of belong¬ 
ing. 

One does not wish to 
over-dwell on the question 
of the State Vs. Refah, but 
rather on the more danger¬ 
ous currents, the ruptures 
that are likely to emerge 
due to the recent talk in 
Turkey about three impor¬ 
tant issues related to what 
may be considered as reno¬ 
vation in Islam, and what 
others may consider as de¬ 
viation from it The issues 
are the language of the call 
to prayers and its change, 
into Turkish, the right of 
women to conduct the call 
for prayers, and finally the 
right, of women to partici¬ 
pate in funeral prayers. 

Obviously, there is noth¬ 
ing that should detract 
form the equality. of the 
sexes in this matter or in 
any other, but such seem¬ 
ingly straightforward mat¬ 
ters may have important 
ramifications in the whole 
Islamic world. Therefore, 
i mportant issues that arere-. 
lat«l to a world movement,. 
■may best be followed with 
more prudence than actual¬ 
ly being done. The debate 
in Turkey over these three 
issues, should perhaps, in¬ 
volve many other con- 
ccnied parties, mainly non- 
Arab speaking Muslims 
whom incidentally, consti¬ 
tute the majority in Islam, 
including the Turks. Re¬ 
search or (Jjthad) is not 
limited to any one particu¬ 
lar nation, in as much-as Is¬ 
lam is not exclusively an 
Arab religion, nor its mas-' 
sage limited to any particu¬ 
lar race. 

; It is very important, that 
issues related to Islam and 
its tradition be openly dis¬ 
cussed on a wordjy level, 
TOher than from .the spe¬ 
cifics of national peculiari- 
ties. ■ 
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Business 


■ The council of the 
Securities Committee 

of the AFM has lately 
approved Ihe listing erf 
ihe shares 0 f the 
Export and Finance 
Bank in the after meet¬ 
ing all listing condi¬ 
tions according to arti¬ 
cle 8. Also, the 
Council has approved 
the orders of Vegeta¬ 
ble Oils Factories Co., 
and the National insu¬ 
rance Co., to register 
their shares to raise 
their capitals through 
either private subscrip¬ 
tion or capitalization 
ol optional reserve. 
The increase of the 
Vegetables Oils Facto¬ 
ries’ capital will be 
3.056 million shares 
(private subscription) 
while for the National 
Insurance Co., the rise 
will he through 
750.000 shares (capi¬ 
talization of optional 
reserve). 

■ The South Filters 
Manufacturing Co.. 
has signed a joint con¬ 
tract with the Korean 
based Green Filter to 
import equipment and 
supplies to the for¬ 
mer's factory. The 
agreement which also 
stipulates to provide 
technical and training 
aid. is worth 
$1,570,143. The Green 
Filters contributes by 
10 percent to the capi¬ 
tal of the South Filters ■ 
Manufacturing. The 
project will operate at 
an annual productive 
capacity of 3 million, 
niters. Overall invest¬ 
ment costs of the pro¬ 
ject arc estimated at 
JD 2.254.000. The 
South Filters Manufac¬ 
turing Company was 
established in 1997 ar 
a capital of JD 2 
million. 

■ Despite the fact that 

the Central Bank of 
Jordan sees it as “nor¬ 
mal.” the hot checks' 
phenomena continues 
to be on the increase. 
Till last November, tl?e: 
value of ■' bounced 
cheques reached JD: 
389 million, oat of a 
total of JD 978 million 
cheques being 

exchanged. This .is 
according to statistics 
released by the Central 
Bank of Jordan on 
cheques issued by 
clearance centers in 
Amman, irbid, Zerqa 
and Aqaba. During last 
November only, the 
value of returned 

cheques was about JD 
38.7 million, including 
JD 22.4 million 

rejected because . of 
insufficient coverage 
of the balance while 
JD 16.3 million 

bounced for other 
reasons. 
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Jordan’s Duty Free Shops, 
a novel idea designed to 
keep customers rolling 


By Majrwan Asmar 

Star Staff Writer 

IN TODAY'S fast moving, and conv- 
peuuve world of business, the name of 
the game is about establishing a wide 
customer base, making sure that consu¬ 
mers Veep coming “back lime after 
time. This is not only done through 
slick advertising but by adopting iripn s 
and'beliefs to'create a stable business 
-environment where commercial activi¬ 
ty continues to grow. 

It is with this in mind that ‘a Joral 
company hit upon the idea of making 
the most of Jordan's busy tourist trade. 
The Jordanian Duty Free Shops Co„ 
Ltd is a new venture that today is seek¬ 
ing to be a. pan of the new business 
culture. 

Established last year at a capital of 
JD 5 million, the JDF is a new concept 
in duty free shopping in Jordan. Its 
duty free shops are strategically locat¬ 
ed at major crossing points in the north 
and south of the country. 

With a dynamic director at the helm 
who spends his time out of the office 
travelling to. JDF centers at crossing 
points in Wadi Arabs, the Jordan Val¬ 
ley Crossing Point and the King Husse¬ 
in Bridge, the concept of duty free 
shopping is really taking a new dynam¬ 
ic turn. • 

JDF Director Mr Haitham AJ Majali - 
says the aim is to “provide top quality 


sendee to passengers and visitors 
crossing the Jordanian borders through 
our exquisite selection of products at 
affordable prices.” 

And affordability is the catchphiase. 
Both tourists and diplomats can fre¬ 
quent these shops and buy whatever 
they desire. On display is a rich selec¬ 
tion of duty free items from lop inter¬ 
national brand names. Omega. Ra¬ 
ymond Weil and Swatch watches to 
name but few. are only matched with 
high electronic gadgetry. Again the se¬ 
lection is so wide ranging from cas¬ 
sette recorders, video cameras, radio 
sets to hair dryers, meat mincers, cof¬ 
fee grinders, calculators and compact 
discs. 

But there is certainly plenty more. 
There is for instance, a multitude of 
leatherwear, from suitcases right down 
to ladies handbags and men's wallets. 
The variety is endless. There are even 
cigarette lighters and sunglasses for the 
initiated. 

And wait for it, JDF officials say 
there is virtually something for every¬ 
one. Tourists and diplomats can enjoy 
the luxury of one-stop shopping in one 
of the company’s centers. Estee Laud¬ 
er, Nina Ricci, Roan and Lancombe 
cosmetics stand next to the different 
perfumes that are in stock. 

In Amman, tourists and diplomats 
don't need to. look very far. At the 
JDFs newest shop at the City Termi¬ 


nal in ihe capital's 7th Circle, there is 
also top quality brand watches, cos¬ 
tume jewelry, toys, handicrafts and 
souvenirs. 

All these goods arc besides the tradi¬ 
tional favorites such as chocolates, cig¬ 
arettes and spirits. Again all these are 
displayed lavishly. In the confection¬ 
ery section for instance, rhere are such 
famous names as Nestle. Goldken. 
Toms Gulion. etc. The same goes for 
cigarettes such as _ Philip Morris. 
Brown and Williams.’ R. J. Reynolds 
and Rothmans. As for spirits there are 
also the famous brands. 

JDF is a successful joint venture be¬ 
tween the public and private sector. 
The aim of these shops are to generate 
hard currency for ihe national* econo¬ 
my says Mr Majali. Although, they are 
still being opened, the response’rate 
has been very positive. 

At competitive prices coupled with 
both the provision of quality and varie¬ 
ty products, people from neighboring 
countries have been flocking over the 
borders. The JDF center at the Jordan 
Valley's crossing point < formerly 
Sheikh Al Hussein Bridge is today just 
one of the showcases of the JDP Shops 
Co. Ltd. Over the Christinas period last 
December. Israeli Arabs came in 
droves over the bridge to buy their 
goods from the center. 

Today, they continue to comeback, 
saying they are looking for value for 
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JDP at the Jordan VaOey crossing point 


Al Majali 

money and variety, something which 
they are finding in the duty free center. 

Similarly, the company's new center 
is at the King Hussein's Bridge has 
just opened Iasi week. Also the Wadi 
Araba JDF shop will open in the mid¬ 
dle of February. The same goes for the 
JDF shop at Jaber border (Syrian bor¬ 
der) which will open in the middle of 
February. 

Today the Company is actively con¬ 
templating of opening up another duty 
free shop on Jordan's border with Iraq. 
The Al Karamah Duty Free Shop is 
due to open in the first of March. What 
is special at this shop is that it will 
have a pharmacy with a full time 
chemist. 

Judging from the regional response 
rate, the Jordanian duty free idea is 
quickly becoming a very important 
part of the economy. Both tourists and 
diplomats are seeing the novelty of 
one-stop shopping at favorable prices. 
For diplomats, there is also a 12.5 per¬ 
cent discount on cigarettes and spirits 
and 5 percent slash on all the other 
products. For ihe comfort of diplomats, 
the JDF company is planning to open a 
“mini-market" on Jabal Amman's 4th 
Circle at the end of March. 

The shops around the country are al¬ 
ways plentiful. One official said that 
goods can be ordered and received 
jwithin a matter of days, so there is al¬ 
ways a steady supply of goods. 

Jordan's duty Tree concept has been 
well studied. The number of locations 
that are being set up is carefully based 
on the tourists arrivals and departures 
at the Kingdom's crossing points. ■ 


Business Chronicle 


Tax evasion costs government 
millions of dinars 

THE NUMBER of reported tax evasion eases is said to 
cost Ihe state coffers many losses. About 75 percent of 
people avoid disclosing their fiscal statements while only 
25 percent submit such reports and abide to the instruc¬ 
tions of the Income Tax Dept.. (ITDj. Such gravely affects 
the department's annual revenues. Latest statistics 
released by the ITD and officials in (he United Nations 
Development ProgramtUNDPl show thai 70 percent of 
those who pay their taxes arc large companies whereas the 
percentage falls to as low-as 30 percent for individuals. 
Accordingly, the size of income tax revenues dropped 
from JD 156 million in 1995 to JD 153 million last year. 
However as mentioned in this year's budget, the size of 
income tax revenues in estimated at about JD 
191.300.000. 

Due lo the increase in the number of income tax evasion 
cases, the department has concluded an agreement with 
the UNDP to carry out a four-ycjr joint” program to 
develop the department's service*, and improve the exist¬ 
ing technical and computerized methods. The program 
which starled in 1996. costs about JD 3.5 million 
includes a comprehensive and periodic review of strategic 
schemes adopted by the ITD. So Tar. the first stages of the 
program have been finalized at a cost of about $730,000. 
The UNDP financed $216,000 and the envernment paid 
$514,000. 

The reason behind the evasion phenomenon is to do 
with lack of awareness among the puhlic and because of 
loopholes in the regulations says UNDP Resident Repre¬ 
sentative in Amman Mr Jorecn Lissner. This makes it easy 
to evade paying the income tax. 

However Mr Lissner adds that such an issue is not only 
in Jordan but it exists in many countries over the world*. 
So we*d better give the problem its real size and be 
rational. 

Speaking about regulations and measures being fol¬ 
lowed in Jordan in collecting income taxes. Mr Lissner 
says that the ITD and its staff arc qualified and efficient 
but the problem lies in the computer systems that are very 
old and need modernization. 

Some Jordanians do not submit their tax statements on 
schedule while the number of tax collectors in the depan- 
mem is not enough. So it is hard to chase evaders and 
force them to pay their due income taxes especially of 
workers in the private sector because it is difficult to 
quantify their incomes. But if a severe punishment for 
those people is introduced in accordance with legislations, 
then tax evasions could stop. Before that however, a com¬ 
prehensive awareness campaign should be adopted to 
boost individual's commitment to pay the lax and submit 
the income statement to the ITD in time. 

The joint project heing sponsored by the ITD and the 
UNDP, aims at inducing people to pay their income taxes 
and not to increase the rale of taxes. 

The Income Tax Department, as Mr Lissner suggests, 
could double its revenues this year to about JD 200 mil¬ 
lion if it follows a strategic plan, doubles its staff and 
modernizes its computer systems. ■ 
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Record share rise for 
AFM in 1997 


THE MARKEF value of share 
prices at the Amman Financial 
Market (AFM) recorded a rise 
of 11.6, percent last year to 
reach JD 3.8 billion. . 

In a press conference Dr 
Michel Marto.' chairperson of 
the Securities Committee, said 
that such rise has resulted from 
the increase in the value of 
shares and the hike in the bulk 
of subscribed shares to bit 1.1 
billion shares in 1997 against 
9.7 million in 1996. 

Compared with the shares 
market value in 1990, the fig¬ 
ure rocketed by 198 percent 
This sharp rise is associated 
with another leap in the volume 
of subscribed stocks by about 
190 percent- ■ 

However, Dr Marto added 
that the market value to the 
book value has declined in 
1997 by .03 points. 

As for trading at the primary 
market, including bonds, and 
stocks Dr Marto said that they 
generated -a growth of 62 per- 




Germany cracks 
down on tax cheats 






Marto speaking during a press conference 


cent to reach JD 335.2 million 
in 1997 compared with JD 
206.7 million in 1996. 

Referring to the bonds mar¬ 
ket, Dr Marto elaborated that 
the value of traded bonds on 
the AFM in 1997 dropped by 
60.9 percent compared with the 


previous year, to reach JD 2 
million only. 

The bonds market in Jordan 
is still in its early stages and 
thus intensive efforts are 
required to develop such vital 
tools and diversify the sources 
of finance needed for invest¬ 
ment enterprises ■ 
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By Wiliam Drozdiak 

BERLIN—State informants have an odious 
pedigree in Germany. The Nazi dictatorship 
and East Germany's communist rulers sus¬ 
tained their power through a network of do¬ 
mestic spies who were encouraged to rat on 
colleagues, neighbors and even spouses 
deemed to be **606111165 of the state.” 

The prosperous democracy that has flour¬ 
ished for nearly 50 years as the Federal Re¬ 
public of Germany has scorned such meth¬ 
ods and prided itself on protecting innocent 
people from vengefiil accusers. But with the 
government losing as much as $100 billion 
a year through tax evasion, German authori¬ 
ties are saying drastic measures that cany 
some sinister overtones from the past may 
be necessary. 

Finance ministers from Germany's 16 
stales will meet next week to consider plans 
to offer cash rewords to informants who 
squeal on suspected tax evaders. 

The proposal has unleashed protests from 
critics who say that such payoffs would res¬ 
urrect a ''denunciation culture” of sowing 
suspicions in a society that inflicted so 
much tragedy in modem German history. 

Civil libertarians warn that angry em¬ 
ployees. jilted lovers and aban¬ 
doned wives would produce an P 1- “ 
avalanche of accusations that 
would overwhelm investigators 
and erode trust in relationships. 

"We must not create a snooper 
state which reminds us of the un¬ 
speakable practices of the Nazis 
and Communists.” said Karl- 
Heinz Dacke. president of the 
Federation of German Taxpayers. 

‘The smartest thing this gov¬ 
ernment could do is to buty this 
idea as soon as possible." 

With national elections sched¬ 
uled this September, politicians 
are reluctant to endorse any tax- 
collection initiatives that smack j 

of the totalitarian past ! 

But with the state facing a slide 
in revenues when it is desperate 
to trim budget deficits to qualify 
for a single European currency, 
members of Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's center-right government 
say they have no choice but to 
wage an all-out war against tax 
evasion. 

With top income tax rates now 
‘at 53 percent, wealthy Germans 


are moving their money out of the country 
at a record pace, finance officials said. 

Many are known to favor setting up shell 
companies in the Netherlands or parking 
cash in Swiss banks. 

Several highly publicized cases have 
drawn attention to the problem. The father 
of tennis star Steffi Graf was imprisoned 
last year after being convicted of dodging 
several million dollars in taxes on his 
daughter's earnings. 

Four top executives of Dresdner Bank, 
the country’s second biggest, were forced to 
resign recently after acknowledging that 
they illicitly sheltered money in foreign ac¬ 
counts. 

The notion of paying informants to en¬ 
trap tax dodgers arose last month when a 
French citizen offered information on 270 
bank accounts held by Germans in Luxem¬ 
bourg to tax investigators in the German 
state of Saaridnd. 

The informant S3id that in return for a 
cash payment of $270,000, he could pro¬ 
duce documents proving the accounts con¬ 
tained up to $100 million in illegal German 
holdings. 

After consultations with state authorities. 
German finance officials concluded that of- 


■je t*-.— . 


fering cash rewards was a legitimate way to 
gain information in tax investigations. But 
to avoid a flood of false accusations that 
could overwhelm authorities, the federal 
government established guidelines saying 
payments should be made only "in cases of 
exceptional criminal energy with serious 
prejudice lo the state." It also ruled that no 
bounty should be paid when evidence was 
acquired illegally. 

Under Germany’s federal system of gov¬ 
ernment. the suites arc in charge of tax in¬ 
vestigations and would be given the autono¬ 
my to decide whether and how much to pay 
to their various informants. But already, of¬ 
ficials in several suites are expressing reluc¬ 
tance about heading down a dubious road 
that was followed in the past by totalitarian 
German regimes. 

“The law-based state simply should not 
get involved in canying out the dirty work 
of criminals" said Erwin Huber. Bavaria’s 
finance minister. ‘The ends do not always 
justify the means.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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Turkish Islamists vow to establish 
new party despite Rafah ban 


To kill 
or not 
to kill 

By Carrie NeJIe Moye 



By Kelly Couturier 

ANKARA—Turkov's Consti¬ 
tutional Court Iasi Friday 
banned the country's largest 
political movement. the 
Islamic-hnscd Welfare Party, 
saying it hud threatened the 
nation’s secular system of 
government. 

"U's unthinkable to have a 

democracy without poliiical 
parties, but it doesn’t mean no 
limits s': jIJ he put on them." 
Cl .1 Justice Ahmet Ncedei 
Se/cr said in announcing the 
court's ruling, which outlawed 
the party "fur its activities 
against the secular regime."' 

As part ul‘ the court decision, 
former prime minister Nee mer¬ 
lin Erbakan, the Welfare 
Panv's chairman, and a handful 
of other party members were 
removed from parliament and 
banned from participating in 
party politics for fixe years. 

The ruling capped a nearly 
year-long battle against the 
party by Turkey's fiercely secu¬ 
larist armed forces and the mili¬ 
tary-supported government. 

Erbakan. 71. appealed to his 
supporters to remain calm and 
resist provocations in the wake 
of the ruling, which he termed a 
“grave judicial mistake." He 
said he would appeal the deci¬ 
sion to the European Court of 
Human Rights. 

Erbakan predicted the grass¬ 
roots conservative Islamic 
movement that forms most of 
Welfare's constituency will be 
strengthened hv the court's 
action. 

"This decision is a men? 
moment in history." he said, 
adding the ruling "can have 


only one result"-—to 
bring the Welfare 
movement to power on 
its own. 

"Wc will continue 
our mission under a 
new name and a new 
leader." said Lutfu 
Esengun. a close aide 
to Welfare chairman 
and former prime min¬ 
ister Necmcttin 

Erbakan. 

Erbakan, who has 
led three pro-istamic 
parties over a 30-year 
political career, was 
barred from participat¬ 
ing in party politics and 
lost his seat in parlia¬ 
ment as part of the 
court's decision. 

Police tightened 
security on the streets 
of Ankara in case of 
protests against the ver¬ 
dict. the Anatolian 
news agency said. "Security 
measures have been taken near 
Welfare headquarters, parlia¬ 
ment and mosques." it said. 
The mood at Friday prayers in 
central Istanbul was calm, the 
Reuters news agency reported. 

The Welfare Party, whose 
short-lived government coali¬ 
tion wits brought down by mili¬ 
tary pressure last summer, has 
never resorted to violence in its 
challenge of the secular state 
ideology that has governed Tur¬ 
key for 74 years. 

But its campaign for moder¬ 
ate Islamic-oriented reforms 
and overtures to Iran and 
Libya—as well as the fiery pro¬ 
vocative speeches of some 
party officials—outraged the 
country's Western-leaning mili¬ 


tary and civilian establishment, 
who became convinced the 
party was intent on creating an 
Islamic state. 

Since Welfare's fall from 
power, government authorities 
have cracked down on the 
Islamic movement. They have 
phased out religious middle 
schools and imposed stricter 
enforcement of dress codes 
outlawing religious apparel, 
such as women's head scarves, 
in public buildings. Two Wel¬ 
fare Party mayors have been 
convicted and sentenced to 
prison for speeches they made 
or organized. 

Many analysts share the 
opinion of Welfare leaders that 
the ban on the party will do lit¬ 
tle to quash the country's pow¬ 


erful pro-Islamic move¬ 
ment. especially if the 
current fragile govern¬ 
ing coalition led by 
Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz proves unable 
to address the nation's 
pressing problems, 
including a l()0 percent 
inflation rate. 

Yilmaz said of the 
ruling: "Wc arc sorry 
to sec that Welfare has 
been dissolved for act¬ 
ing against the consti¬ 
tution. But before 
reaching this state. I 
hud advised Erbakan to 
do some self- 
criticism." 

Despite the ban. 147 
Welfare Party mem¬ 
bers will remain in par¬ 
liament as 

independents. 

Meanwhile several 
of Erbakan's aides 
already have formed a new 
party, the Virtue Party, but it 
was unclear whether that, or 
another party, would he chosen 
as Welfare's successor. 

“It could be that (Virtue) 
party, or another party, but 
there will definitely be a new 
org.mi zruion." Esengun told 
reporters. He declined to men¬ 
tion names ol possible succes¬ 
sors to Erbakan. 

In response to Escngun’s 
announcement. Turkey's chief 
prosecutor, who brought to the 
high court the case to ban Wel¬ 
fare. said he would not tolerate 
any attempt to continue the 
pro-1 slamic movement under a 
new party. 

The prosecutor. Vural Suva*, 
welcomed the ban. "I did the 


UN, Iraq at loggerheads 
despite negotiations 


By Craig Turner 

UNITED NATIONS—Talks in Bagh¬ 
dad aimed at breaking the deadlock 
over UN weapons inspections in Iraq 
began Monday with both sides nailing 
down long-standing—and mutually in¬ 
compatible-bargaining positions. 

Richard Butler, the Australian dis¬ 
armament expert who heads the UN 
inspection program, rejected an ulti¬ 
matum issued last Saturday by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein demanding 
a deadline for completing the inspec¬ 
tion process. 

Meanwhile, a crowd of demonstra¬ 
tors estimated at 1,500 to 54)00 protest¬ 
ed outside UN offices in the Iraqi capi¬ 
tal. The government-sanctioned 
protest demanded an end to economic 
sanctions against Iraq and featured 
demonstrators burning repBcas of 
American flags and carrying coffins 
representing children whose deaths 
were blamed on the sanctions. 

UN and American officials have 
termed the talks crucial in the latest 
confrontation between Iraq and the 
West, which has flared off and on since 
late October. 

The weapons inspections, agreed to 
by Iraq after its defeat in the 1991 Guir 
War, are intended to ensure that Huss¬ 
ein's government has given up its 
chemical, biological and nuclear weap¬ 
ons and its long-range missiles. 

Butler’s team must certify that Iraq 
no longer has such weapons capacity 


before the sanctions can be lifted by 
the UN Security Council. That assu¬ 
rance has not been forthcoming be¬ 
cause the inspectors believe Iraq may 
still be secretly conducting illegal 
weapons research. 

Iraq contends it has destroyed all its 
proscribed weapons and that the in¬ 
spections are a cover-for United States 
espionage. 

Butler met for three hoars last Mon¬ 
day night with Tank Aziz, Iraq’s dep¬ 
uty prime minister, according to offi¬ 
cials here. Negotiations are schedule to 
conclude Tuesday. 

Before the meeting, Butler repeated 
that the inspectors must be penmtted 
to visit and investigate any place in the 
country, including Hussein's palaces 
and other 1 ‘presidential sites” placed 
off limits by the Iraqi government 

"There is a concealment program In 
this country." Butler told reporters. 
“We’ve got to get rid of those weapons. 
Then the whole situation is going to get 
a whole lot healthier. Hie last lap of 
this race maybe is the hardest But 
we've got to run it, otherwise Lord 
knows what win happen." 

Batier also repeated the UN willing¬ 
ness to put into effect a protocol for 
visiting sensitive sites that takes into 
consideration Iraqi concerns about its 
national sovereignty and security. Iraq 
has agreed to such protocols before 
bat refused to stick to them, the UN 
says. 

Butter also signaled that he may 


ch an ge the composition of some inspec¬ 
tion teams in response to Iraqi con¬ 
cerns that they include too- many 
American and British experts; those 
two countries did much of the fighting 
against Iraq in the Gulf War and re¬ 
main its most implacable foes on the 
Security CoundL 

Butler has said the inspectors are se¬ 
lected based on their expertise, their 
willingness to work under difficult con¬ 
ditions in Baghdad and their ability to 
speak English, the working language 
of the UN disarmament commission. 
He told reporters Monday he would be 
willing to take a "second look at their 
nationalities but only after looking at 
their qualifications." 

He recently accepted three Chinese 
inspectors and has a list of 60 Russians 
offered by Moscow as candidates. The 
French also are recruiting prospects. 
China, Russia and France are three 
members of the Security Council con¬ 
sidered most sympathetic to Iraq. 

Besides refusing to admit inspectors 
to some sites suspected of harboring Il¬ 
legal weapons research, Iraq has com¬ 
plained that American inspectors are 
spies. Last week, Iraq blocked most in¬ 
spections by a team led by Scott Ritter, 
a retired US Marine Corps captain ac¬ 
cused by Iraq of bring an American 
spy—a claim Ritter and the United Na¬ 
tions denied. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


greatest tpublic) service. Those 
whri use religion for political 
propaganda cause the greatest 
harm in religion." Savas was 
quoted as saying in a television 
interview. 

Main Turks Mill support the 
country's secular principles, 
and share the establishment's 
view fh:ii the Welfare Party's 
true aim is to use democracy to 
come to power and then estab¬ 
lish an Islamic-based state. 

The court's decision to ban 
the party, which will lake effect 
when the ruling is published in 
l he Official Gazette, probably 
next week, continued to he crit¬ 
icized at home and abroad. 

Erbakan, who has vowed to 


bring the case to the European 
Court of Human Rights, confi¬ 
dently said at a party meeting 
thaL the European court "will 
rule that Welfare's dissolution 
is against contemporary justice 
criteria for scores of reasons." 

"Europe will then explode in 
the Tace of this great injustice." 
said the former prime minister, 
who stepped down last June 
when his governing coalition 
collapsed under heavy military 
pressure. 

Last Friday's decision to dis¬ 
solve the party was the culmi¬ 
nation of a year-long campaign 
by the military-backed secular 
establishment . which accused 
Welfare of becoming a haven 


for radical religious activity 
that threatened modern Tur¬ 
key's secular foundations. 

"This is a decision that cost 
Turkey iLs democratic creden¬ 
tials and will not achieve what 
it sets out to achieve, which is 
the elimination of political 
Islam here." said one Euro¬ 
pean diplomat based in 
Ankara. 

“You can ban a party, but 
you cannot ban 6 million vot¬ 
ers." the diplomat said, refer¬ 
ring to the Welfare Party's esti¬ 
mated ballot-box strength. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


Syrians hold US 
responsible for 
peace process 


By John Lancaster 

DAMASCUS—Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouk Sharaa said 
this week that the Clinton 
administration has become 
"ineffective" as an arbiter of 
Middle East peace and warned 
of dire consequences for Ameri¬ 
can interests in the region if 
relations hetween Israel and the 
Arahs continue to fray. 

Recalling the pivotal Ameri¬ 
can role in initiating peace 
negotiations among Israel and 
its Arab neighbors. Sharaa said 
that only Washington has the 
political and moral clout to per¬ 
suade Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to soften 
his hard line on negotiations 
with the Palestinians and Syria. 
"That's why wc feel it is wrong 
when the American top officials 
sdy. ‘Well, of course, we cannot 
impose peace, it is up to the par¬ 
ties to decide.’" Sharaa said in a 
rare interview with two Ameri-. 
can newspapers. The Washing¬ 
ton Post and The New York 
Times. 

"The US as a major co¬ 
sponsor should pinpoint the 
party chat is violating the basis 
of the peace." he added. “They 
cannot say. 'We are neutral in 
this.' because otherwise what’s 
the role of the mediator, what's 
the role of the initiator?" 

Sharaa spoke just days before 
President Clinton is due to host 
Netanyahu in Washington to ay 
to break the impasse between 
Israel and the Palestinians over 
land transfers and security 
issues. His comments served as 
a reminder that Israel—and by 
extension the United States— 
also has important unfinished 
business with the Syrians, who 
are seeking the return of the 
Golan Heights, a high plateau 
captured by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East War. 

Syrian-Israeli peace Lalks 
broke off in March 1996 after 
Israel suspended its participa¬ 
tion following a series of bus 
bombings. In the absence of a 
peace settlement. Syria has con¬ 
tinued to support Lebanese 
Shiite Muslim guerrillas fight- 



Sharaa 


ing to eject Israeli troops from 
the strip of land* they occupy in 
south Lebanon as a buffer 
against .attacks on northern 
Israel. 

In several conversations here 
this week. Syrian officials reit¬ 
erated that Syrian participation 
is essential to a comprehensive 
Middle East peace settlement 
and expressed frustration at 
what they regard as Washing¬ 
ton's neglect of the so-called 
Syrian track. 

‘The collapse of the peace 
process...would be the responsi¬ 
bility of the United States, no 
doubt about this.” Sharaa said 
Saturday night. “All people 
would put the blame on the 
United Suites." 

Syria's growing sense of iso¬ 
lation is evident in its foreign 
policy. In a move interpreted by 
foreign diplomats as a signal to 
Washington that Damascus has 
other cards to play, Syria last 
summer opened its border with 
Iraq to limited commercial traf¬ 
fic after 17 years of unbridled 
hostility. And Syria has con¬ 
demned a new military alliance 
between Israel and Turkey— 
which earlier this month 
rehearsed joint searcb-and- 
rescue operations off Israel's 
Mediterranean coast—as threat 
to Arab security. 


Among other things. Syria 
fears that Israeli aircraft could 
strike Syrian targets from Turk¬ 
ish airspace if war were to erupt 
between the two countries, 
according to foreign diplomats 
here. The United States has sup¬ 
ported the alliance and partici¬ 
pated in the recent exercises. 

Notwithstanding the depth of 
Syrian frustration over the 
stalled peace process, and the 
widespread belief here that US 
foreign policy is dictated largely 
by Israel, criticism of the Clin¬ 
ton administration in govern¬ 
ment-controlled media and 
other public forums is relatively 
mild. 1 

Sharaa, in fact, went out of 
his way to praise the American 
role in sponsoring the. 1991 
Madrid conference..’ ’ which 
established the principle of 
exchanging land for peace and 
kicked off what is now known 
as the peace process. "President 
Clinton was effective during the 
first term.” Sharaa said. "He 
was directly involved and gave 
it a priority in foreign affaire.” 

With American help, Syria 
and Israel made progress toward 
a settlement during talks held in 
Maryland in late 1995 and early 
1996. Just how much progress 
is unclear. According to Syrian 
accounts, Israeli negotiators act¬ 
ing on authority of Israel's then- 
prime minister, Shimon Peres, 
committed to full withdrawal 
from the Golan. Israel has 
denied the existence of any for¬ 
mal commitment. 

After Netanyahu defeated 
Peres in May 1996, Syrian Pres¬ 
ident Hafez Assad called on 
Israel to resume negotiations on 
the Golan at the point where 
they had broken off the previ¬ 
ous March. Netanyahu, how¬ 
ever. has called for negotiations 
"without preconditions,” lan¬ 
guage that the Syrians have 
interpreted as a rejection of the 
understandings they say were 
readied in Maryland. American 
mediators have thus far failed to 
persuade either side to budge. ■ 

LA Tones- Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Israelis use Sabbath laws to 
make a quick buck 


By Nicholas Goldberg 

KIBBUTZ SHEFAYIM. Israel —On Shab- 
hai—the day religious Jews traditionally 
refrain from driving, working, spending 
money or engaging in any commercial activ¬ 
ity—the eiant Ace Hardware outlet outside 
Tel Avi\ dries booming business. 

Cars not only arc massed in the parking lot 
and on the road that leads to it. but are backed 
up onto the highway exit ramp. Entire families 
iire disregarding the commandments big time, 
and money is changing hands feverishly. 

“On Shahhai. we triple our daily business.” 
<aid Oier Carmel, the company's CEO in 
Israel. "Jews arc driving bumper to bumper, 
packing thousands of ears to come out here 
and shop on Saturdays. We want to make 
money, and they want to buy.” 

Bui although Ace Hardware may be a vivid 
testament to the secular soul of modem Israel, 
the store also has become a symbol of the 
ongoing conflicts here between the religious 
and the nui-so-religious. both of whom arc 
actively seeking to mold the Jewish state. 50 
years alter its birth, into the country they 
believe it should be. 

Two weeks ago. a court here handed down 
the most severe penalty ever for violation of 
Israel's "Shabbal laws.” charging Ace Hard¬ 
ware 120.(XX) shekels, or about S37.500—in 
effect, for violating a commandment of God. 
The decision was based on a long-standing 
Israeli law that bars Jews—but not Christians 
nr Muslims or anyone else—from working on 
Saturdays. Although it originally was passed 
in 1951 to protect workers from having to 
work seven-day weeks, the law is being used 
by Orthodox politicians to help enforce the 
Sabbath. backed by fines as high as $2,500 for 
every Jew caught working. Ace Hardware was 
charged with employing dozens of Jewish 
employees on Shabbat. week after week after 
week. 


‘The fine imposed on Ace Hardware was 
unbelievable to me." said Zeev Segal, a pro¬ 
fessor of law and public policy at Tel Aviv 
University. "I've never seen the law enforced 
like that before." 

But the judge’s ruling did not come out of 
the blue. In recent months, the Israeli Ministry 
of Labor—controlled by the Orthodox relig¬ 
ious party Shas for the first time in almost a 
decade—has been beefing up enforcement of 
Israel’s Shabbat laws. As the months have 
passed, it has dispatched more and more 
inspectors—generally Druzc Muslims or Bed¬ 
ouins—who are empowered to go into stores 
on Saturdays, check which employees arc 
Jewish and to issue summonses and indict¬ 
ments against companies found to be employ¬ 
ing Jews on Shabbat. 

Previously, three or four cases a month 
were brought under the laws: that number 
climbed to 35 or 4u per month when Eli 
Yishai. a rabbi from Shas. was appointed 
Labor Minister after the election of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 1996. The 
number of cases has settled down at about 25 
or 30 per month. 

"And why not’?' asked Avner Shaki. an 
Orthodox member of Parliament from the 
National Religious Party, in an interview last 
week. 'This is a Jewish country and its people 
are Jews by religion and the Torah says that 
Shabbat is a day of rest ordered by God. If 
you go out shopping that day and bring your 
car to buy and sell and smoke and ignore the 
command of God. ii means you have fotgoL- 


ten about Shabbat. If wc don't enforce Shah- 
hat here, what makes this a Jewish country?" 

The battle over who may work and what 
businesses may operate on Saturdays is just 
one pan ol the ongoing war among Jews that 
has Hared repeatedly. Its battle-ground in 
recent years has included whether the Ortho¬ 
dox rabbinate should retain sole control over 
marriages, burials and religious conversions, 
and the question of "who is a Jew". 

Recently, the hattlc also has included the 
question of whether El Al. the Israeli national 
airline, should fly on Shabbat—it doesn't— 
and whether cars may drive on Shabbal 
through Bar-Hart Street, the major thorough¬ 
fare in the ultra-Orthodox neighborhood in 
occupied Jerusalem—which they arc still 
legally allowed to do. The question of whether 
the government may enforce compliance with 
Shabbal rules is one that dates to the earliest 
days of the state, and religious politicians 
often have tried to close businesses on 
Saturdays. 

Many municipalities also have local laws 
barring shops from opening on Shahhai. 
What's more, if the government is unwilling to 
step in. the ultra-Orthodox community often 
does, sometimes by organizing a boycott on -a 
store that opens Saturdays—as they threatened 
to do in the case of Ace Hardware—and_some¬ 
times hv other means. In 1995. for instance, a 
restaurant in Jerusalem near an Ultra-Orthodox 
neighborhood was fire-bombed apparently for 
opening on Saturday. 

'These are issues of civil liberties and relig¬ 


ious coercion.’’ said Uri Regev, a Reform 
movement rabbi who has been working in 
favor of a more "pluralistic" approach to relig¬ 
ion in the Jewish state. ‘The Shabbat laws are 
a microcosm of the whole bottle between 
religion and state in Israel." 

Repeated polls have shown that most Israe¬ 
lis are not interested in being restricted on the 
Sabbath. But the Shabbat laws have remained 
in place through the determined efforts of 
religious parties in Parliament, such as Shas 
and the National Religious Party. 

Although they are small, these groups wield 
power disproportionate to their size because 
of their crucial political value to the people 
who run the country. Netanyahu and virtually 
all of his predecessors have found it necessary 
to include the religious parties in their govern¬ 
ment coalitions— and to grant them favors 
and legislation and funding—in order to main¬ 
tain a parliamentary majority. What these par¬ 
ties want most is to turn Israel into a true Jew¬ 
ish state, and enforcing Shabbat tews— which 
they have done before when they have con¬ 
trolled the Labor Ministry—is one way to do 
that. 

Of course, many countries have tews gov- 
eming how many hours people may work, and 
many have “blue laws" barring stores from 
opening on certain days. Bui few' dictate, as 
Israel docs, that members of one religious 
group may not work one day, and others may. 
In the United States, such a law most likely 
would be found to violate the First Amend¬ 
ment of the Constitution, but Israel has no 


constitution—thanks to 50 years of opposition 
from the religious parties. 

. "Who needs a constitution when we have 
the Torah?’ asked one Knesset member from 
the National Religious Party several years ago. 

Despite the efforts of the religious parties, 
Israel has changed over time; Where once 
there were only two restaurants open in West 
Jerusalem on Shabbat—and people had to buy 
tickets way in advance to get a table at them— 
now there are dozens. Now restaurants can 
stay open legally in most cities on Shabbat 
Exemptions from the Shabbat laws also are 
granted to those “essential” institutions—such 
as hospitals, the police and army, electrical 
plants— which cannot close. And in many 
cases, stores that want to stay open may hire 
non-Jews to work on Shabbat—os Ace Hard¬ 
ware has begun doing. 

There are other ways around the tews as 
well. Amos Meroz, a gallery owner in Zichon 
Yaacov, tried to avoid a municipal law barring 
Jewish-owned stores from opening on Shah- 
bat by selling his shop on paper to a Muslim 
every Friday and then buying it back on Sun¬ 
day —much the same way religious Jews sell 
their leavened bread to non-Jews before Pass- 
over and then buy it back after the holiday. 
When that stopped working. Meroz said he 
would convert w Christianity or Islam in order 
to be allowed to stay open on Shabbat 

Some 800 stores are open on Shabbat in 
Israel, according to Efraim Cahalon. the Labor 
Ministry’s Chief of Enforcement, not counting 
gasoline stations. A report in the newspaper 
Yediot AJiaranot said that business transacted 
on Saturdays just on Israel's-kibbutzim is esti¬ 
mated at 190 million, shekels—or just under 
$60 million per year. 

"Seventy percent of our income comes on 
Shabbat." Meroz said. “Without Shabbat, we 
cannot exist.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post News Service 


\ BELIEVE in the death pen¬ 
alty. Most colleagues and 
friends who share mv other 
political views and life philoso¬ 
phies arc aghast at this. And 
perhaps the thousands of tests 
conducted indicate that the 
death penalty docs not deter 
capital crime. But I do know 
this, if one of my children—or 
anyone whom I loved—was 
murdered. I would be hell-bent 
to see the life of the criminal 
snuffed out. And in the case of 
one of my progeny. I would be 
hard pressed not to take the 
action myself. 

J am well aware of “tile other 
side." There is an argument 
for claiming that a society that 
metes outs executions loses 
much that has designated it a 
“society". 1 do not feel the 
criminally insane should be 
executed- Is Unabnmber Ted 
Kaczynski insane? How can he 
not be? Even if he were the 
most clever individual in the 
world and presently is concoct¬ 
ing the best criminally insane 
defense possible, his past lift 
style and writings over the Iasi 
J 5-20 years clearly indicate he 
is a man quite mentally 
deranged. 

Should he be put lo death? 
Hardly. The insane are just 
that: insane. And we as a soci¬ 
ety cannot eradicate, our men¬ 
tally disordered citizens. 

Then there is the other 
extreme. Who can argue with 
our letting Richard Speck con¬ 
tinue to live since 1966 al an 
extreme expense to. and even 
mockery for. our government 
and therefore to each of us? 
He murdered eight student 
nurses in Chicago, and sen¬ 
tenced to life imprisonment. 
Perhaps to most—at least to 
me—life imprisonment would 
he a fate far worse than death. 
Be that as it may. we now 
know that Speck lived a life in 
prison in which he gloried. He 
had a male lover and had 
access to plenty of drugs. AH 
at our expense. He was pic¬ 
tured on television laughing at 
the system, at the government, 
at us. 

Charles - Manson? Should 
Jiave been executed. . 

Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, mas¬ 
termind of . the 1993 World 
Trade Center bombing, is 
quoted in Newsweek as saying. 
“Yes. I am a terrorist and I am 
proud of iL" Should be exe¬ 
cuted but instead has a prison 
sentence of 240 years. 

Does prison rehabilitate? In 
the best of all situations, yes. 
But if the convicted killer was 
sane at the time of the act, he 
should pay the price. 

Execution does not deter? 1 
wonder. A Syrian diplomat 
told me of being taken to die 
main square in Damascus on a 
school field trip when he was 
in the second grade. The entire 
school population witnessed 
the execution of prisoners con¬ 
victed of murder. I in no way 
condone the wisdom of this. 
But I know one thing: my 
friend noted that one-on-one 
killing (let us forget the politi¬ 
cal intrigues) in Syria, Lebanon 
and neighboring countries is 
rare. Justice is swift and final. 
(This includes justice for rape 
also. In the midst of civil fight¬ 
ing in Beirut, I,.as a woman 
alone, could waJk the streets at 
night and feel perfectly safe 
except for the chance of being 
caught in crossfire between 
various fighting factions, being 
by a car when a pre-timed 
bomb exploded, or being hit by 
stray fire from Israeli gunboats 
firing in the direction of Pales¬ 
tinian camps. But not once 
was I afraid when 1 met o man 
coming toward me on a street) 
My diplomat friend said most 
definitely one-on-one murder 
or rape simply were not to be 
considered by his citizenry and 
culture.) 

(As a little girl, my daddy 
took me into the end-of-the- 
road prison in Georgia. Reids- 
ville. I was shown the electric 
chair—a straight-backed, 

wooden chair painted in stark- 
white. 1 have never known why 
Daddy did this; he was a gov- ; 
emment official, we were there 
on official . business, and . I 
guess this was fa’s way of 
show-and-tell. I was awed, not 
scared. And it would take a 
psychoanalyst to know if this 
experience had any bearing on 
my mixed feelings about exe¬ 
cutions. Daddy was an absolute 
believer in them, of course.) 

So what do we do . with The¬ 
odore Kaczynski, assuming he 
is guilty? "An eye for an eye" 
or "There shale not kill?'* To 
pie the answer is simple: be 
incarcerated in an institution 
for the criminally insane. But if 
one of the. victims were my 
child? . 

Damn! Straddling -that 
barbed wire fence is so uncom¬ 
fortable. ■ 
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. Vanished civilization inspires 
intellectual, cultural outpouring 


By John Lancaster 

ASWAN, Egypt—Inch by 
inch, the waters crept hieher. 
inundating the spacious mud- 
brick homes with their distinc¬ 
tive domed mofs. Hooding the 
carefully tended citrus groves 
and eventually rising to ihe 
potnt where villagers used 
boats to harvest dates from the 
tallest paints. Then even the 
treetops disappeared. Nubia 
was no more. 

in the space of a few years, 
a 6.0Q0-year-old civilization 
had disappeared beneath Lake 
Nasser, created in the 1960s by 
the building of the Aswan 
High Dam on the Nile River. 
TTianks in a massive interna¬ 
tional etTon, many of ancient 
Nubia s most impressive 
archaeological monuments, 
such as the Great Temple of 
Ramses II at Ahu Simbel. were 
moved to higher ground. 

Bui for the Nubian people, 
and the culture they represent, 
the last Jo years have been a 
time of sadness and loss. 

Resettled in dreary, govern- 
mem-built towns on both sides 
ol the Egyptian-Sudanese bor¬ 
der. they have fought an uphill 
battle to preserve the language 
and folklore of an ancient civ¬ 
ilisation that is part Arab, part 
Alrican and wholly unique. 

“How can you reclaim 
something that is now under 
100 meters of waterT asked 
Abdel Meguid Ali Hassan, a 
former Sudanese diplomat and 
founder of the Nubian Studies 
and Documentation Centre in 
Cairo. 






Fawzjyah Dahab laments her vanished Nubian.homeland, and the weakening of Nubian culture: “Our children are all 
speaking Arabic now, ” she says. “They understand Nubian, but they don't speak it" 



“You’re talking about the 
lost city of Atlantis." said Has¬ 
san, who grew up in the Nile 
Valley town of Wadi Haifa, 
Sudan. ‘'Believe me. this is the 
kind of .agony that has 
prompted the emergence of 
this new Nubian awareness." 

But now. their efforts are 
starting to bearTruit. After a 
decade of delays and contract 

New museum claims tb^old " 
world’s 

Nubian artifacts vr„; ?. 

•i • ..v/::- ••\V- j ' . •y ";. 

ASWAN. Egypt—The new Nubia Museum,. IS• years in *7’. 
the making, recetml awf friun C' 

donors and the UN E<tecatfon^^<3 e prifiici m ri. CnWciHd. • . 
Organization. It v t& :• preserrey- 

Nubian cultural assets that dfliavri« 'Wwiidluri , e.&^p- ’ r : 
pea red beneath Lake Naswiv /}’■• yj.i?- r.'- 

The state-of-the-art facBSiy, btdlt fta’ aboait $22 mflk 
lion, claims to bpld 

Nubian ^rtirnrts. fhclsidJra -- T '* a — 

and towering^rii 9 (testa& 

But the muscum aiso 

aspects of Nubian; 'histppy?'Arijong . if .]■ 

includes a school fottea^di^ rorKin bmidicr^ 'smd i 
will soon beglnanriraL 

views with two or three elderiy peopleJYom each oCtfe ) 
46 flooded villages.■ \•• "». ’'■ 
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disputes, the Egyptian govern¬ 
ment opened a sparkling new 
museum herein November that 
is dedicated to preserving not 
just the artifacts of Nubian life 
bur also its songs, poetry and 
the memories of those who 
lived in Egypt's 46 Nubian vil¬ 
lages before they vanished 
beneath the lake. 

Besides the Nubia Museum, 
die last several years have wit¬ 
nessed a flourishing of Nubian 
inteUectual life, both in Egypt 
and abroad, including the 
founding of several Nubian cul- 
■■ tural organizations. 

Even the most dedicated of 
Nubian traditionalists agree 
that such efforts can only go so 
far in a country where Nubian 
children are'schooled in Arabic 
and 1 government-issue text¬ 
books make scant mention of 
Nubia's many contributions to 
Egyptian history. 

Nevertheless, said Hassan. 
“it gives me a partial satisfac¬ 
tion that I am doing something, 
however marginal it is. to cor¬ 
rect aiy injustice." ■ • 

For 6,000 years.- Nubia 
bridged Africa ;and the Arab 
world, stretching for hundreds 
of miles along the Nile Valley 
from Aswan south into Sudan. 

Though subordinate at times 
to Pharaonic Egypt, it evolved 
as a distinct and highly devel¬ 


oped civilization known for 
centuries us ihc Kingdom of 
Kush. It was noi uniifthe 14th 
century, several hundred years 
after ihc rest of Egypt, that 
Nubia convened from Chris¬ 
tianity to Islam. 

The process of assimilation 
accelerated in this cemury. as 
many Nubian men moved to 
Cairo and other cities in search 
of work, often as doormen and 
domestic servants. Their wives 
and children, however, gener¬ 
ally remained in ancestral vil¬ 
lages seemingly untouched by 
lime. 

Perhaps a hit selectively, 
many recall their submerged 
homeland as a kind of Arcadia 
where fruits and vegetables 
sprang from the soil and class 
differences were forgotten as 
landowners sal down with 
laborers at mealtime. 

‘The palm trees, the land, 
everything was very’ good." 
said Fawziyah Dahab. who 
lived with her parents, two 
brothers and two sisters in the 
Nubian village of Ballana. . 

‘There was a big garden, and 
we had many rooms, a bed¬ 
room and a child's room and a 
place to make bread." 

Bui in 1964. at age 10. 
Dahab left Ballana with her 
family for a resettlement area 
in the desert outside Korn 


Omhn. Egypt, about JO miles 
north of Aswan. She was one 
of about 50.000 Egyptian 
Nubians relocated to make way 
for the artificial lake that 
hacked up hchind the high dam 
for more Lhan 30(1 miles. A 
similar number of Sudanese 
Nubians were forced to leave 
their villages for an area hun- 
drcdsnf miles to the south. 

“It wiped the Nubian vil¬ 
lages. heritage and culture 
completely off the face of the 
Earth." said Hassan. who was 
jailed by Sudanese authorities 
in ihc early 1960s for organiz¬ 
ing opposition to the dam. 
“The social fabric was com¬ 
pletely torn apart." 

Arriving in “New Nuhia’' 
outside Korn Omho. the Egyp¬ 
tian Nubians were allocated 
concrcte-hlock houses accord¬ 
ing to family size —a blow to 
wealthy landowners— and told 
to grow sugar cane rather than 
traditional crops. Owners of 
date palms were compensated 
at the-rate of 10 piasters per 
tree-*-hnIf a‘ the time n f "“set¬ 
tle menu half in seven years. 
The exodus of Nubian men to 
the cities accelerated. 

“Wc were crying," Dahab 
recalled. "Wc were leaving 
our country ...Here we have to 
buy everything ourselves, but 
there we used to make these 


things." 

A sturdy woman in a blue 
robe and traditional black head 
scarf. Dahab laments the inevi¬ 
table weakening of Nubian 
culture. 

“Our children are ail speak¬ 
ing Arabic now." she said. 
"They understand Nubian, hut 
they don’t speak it." 

But life in Awal Ballana has 
its compensations, among them 
indoor plumbing and electricity 
—the lauer since 1972— five 
primary schools and a new 
sports club with a soccer field 
and basket hall court. 

Many in the Nubian diaspora 
have thrived. Dahab'.s son. for 
example, works for a travel 
agency' in Cairo, owns a car 
and returns on holidays in the 
village, where he stays in a 
three-room apartment attached 
to his mother's spacious home. 

Even more striking is how 
Nubians have mimicked many 
features of their old communi¬ 
ties. The drab government 
houses have acquired court¬ 
yards and extra rooms and are 
painted in traditional pastels. 
Refrigerators are supplemented 
with ceramic jars for storing 
dates and water. 

“Wc didn't forget our past." 
said Mohammed Rash wan. 45. 
who greeted visitors with 
glasses of obregh, a traditional 
Nubian drink made from fruit 
juice and flour. Like many vil¬ 
lage men. Rashwan is a part- 
time resident, commuting 
between home and the pros¬ 
perous food-export business 
he runs on Egypt's Red Sea 
coast near the border with 
Sudan. 

The Egyptian government 
eager to emphasize the homo¬ 
geneity of its people, has been 
reluctant to encourage the pro¬ 
motion of a separate Nubian 
identity. 

Ossama Abdel Meguid. 
director of Aswan's Nuhia 
Museum, said he resents 
efforts by some African- 
American scholars to distin¬ 
guish between the history of 
Nubia, which they consider a 
mostly African civilization, 
and that of Egypt. The two arc 
bound inextricably together, 
he said. 

“It’s not separate, but it h*«= 
very local features." said 
Abdel Meguid. who studied in 
the United States. “Nubians ... 
Teel themselves a part of 
Egypt.” ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


THE STAR 7 

The mystery 
of the glass 
diamonds 

By Christian Tyler 

TO CELEBRATE ihc birth ol her daughter. Frederique Guillc- 
manJ received a special present from her great num in France: a 
pair of pink sinnes. each about the size of a thumbnail, which 
had been handed down from Russian ancestors. 

When the old lady died some years Inter. Guillcmard decided 
to have the stones valued. With her husband Guy. she arranged 
I to visit a director of De Beers’ Central Selling Organisation in 
London. 

There, .she says, she was lold by him and another expert lhat 
the polished, but unmounted stones were possibly rubies, hut 

more probably pink diamonds of exceptional quality and value. 
Overjoyed, the couple look the stones home and put them in 
their bunk. 

A few days’ later a written estimate signed by the director 
arrived from Dc Beers describing "two old mine cut fancy 
intense pink diamonds, weighing together 11.95 carats” It val¬ 
ued them at just under Sb million. 

Two weeks later, following Dc Beers’s suggestion, the gems 
were transported by security van to the company's offices. 
They were to be sent on to the Gcmoiogic.il Institute of Amer¬ 
ica. in New York, where they would he certificated for quality 
prior to s;ilc hv auction. 

That was a Friday. The following Friday, having heard noth¬ 
ing and becoming anxious, the Guillcmanls asked their solici¬ 
tor in make inquiries. 

Then came the bombshell. The stones had not been sent to 
New York, he was told. Instead, the hot had been opened in 
London on Monday, the stones re-examined and found io be 
pieces of glass. 

So began a light lasting 7 years between the Guillemards and 
the most powerful organisation in the world diamond trade. 
First by negotiation through solicitors, later by issuing a writ in 
the High Court in London, the Guillemards struggled to win 
compensation for what they claimed was De Beers's negligent 
loss of their heirloom. 

Now the case of the glass diamonds has been settled out of 
court. As is usual in such cases, both sides refuse lit discuss the 
terms v*f the agreement. But it is helieved the Guillemards have 
accepted u payment from De Beers sufficient at least to cover 
their legal costs. A sum of £250.00(1 whether additional com¬ 
pensation nr not is unclear was quoted by one City source. 

If the case h.iJ come to trial the company would probably 
have argued that its two experts were never shown diamonds hy 
the Guillemards. According to anoiner version, its defence 
could have been that the so-called valuation was a precaution, a 
letter for insurance purposes only, needed while the stones 
were being sent away lor formal inspection and grading. 

The couple's story was different. 

They said they were told that although the stones might pos¬ 
sibly he rubies worth about S3.5m. they looked like almost 
flawless diamonds in which case they could fetch up to $l2m 
at auction. 

Dc Beers further argued that the couple would not be able to 
prove they ever held diamonds. Jeremy Richdale. a director of 
the company's Central Selling Organisation, to whom the 
Guillemards first showed the stones", said last month: “There 
was an investigation at the lime, and no action was taken as a 
result of thaL" 

In answer to another question, he said there hitd been no 
managerial repercussions within the organisation alter the inci¬ 
dent. "There is no case to answer, and that is where it rests." 

A company spokesman said Dc Been, had always denied lia- 
hilitv ami hml N*»-n nrcnarcd in deFrn.1 iixeif «t trial He nikleii- 
“We‘ are happy to have been able to settle our differences with 
the Guillemards and to avoid any further substantia! costs of 
litigation.” 

Because of its enormous influence over the trade in rough 
diamonds. De Beers is reluctant lo have its business aired in 
court. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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f WERE our 1950s dream cars, 
s we couldn't buy because they were 
is from designers' imaginations gone 
But. went the general message of 
times and auto shows, see yourself 
g this tinned thing with clipped 
: and know you are dealing with a 
inv reaching lor the future. Mkuj- 
, how about $500 down on this 1957 
if? 

lav ihcv arc called concept cars. The 
Zacc.tr and the Jeep Tabasco are less 
idish. more realistic. Most concept 
avc engines, they move, haw pulled 
from being way out there, and no 
r are Fibcrglas art forms. See them as 
s advanced adventures in iomor- 
styling—and test beds for maturing 
jlogy in search of mass appeal. 


Including a 25-horsepower- sedan that 
looks like a Quouselhut and js made from, 
recycled pop.bottles. 

And know that almost all of the dozen 
concept cars that’ strutted their twinkling 
stuff last week at the Greater Los Angeles 
Auto Show could see production in a year 
or three. Which means die annual extrava¬ 
ganza of automotive gleaming? and Turtle 
Wax is a 760,000-square-foor sales clinic, 
a 10-day : test kitchen and a .750,000- 
consumer focus group. 

“I would say'much less than 10 percent 
of the mechanicals and styling of the early 
dream cars transferred to production cars,” 
says John Moss, director of concept, 
designs for Chevrolet—-although he admits 
that curved windshields, tail, fins, con¬ 
cealed headlights; power windows and the 
death of running boards were m that 
percentage. 



The playful Jeep Tabasco. PJtoto by Bob Carey 


‘Today, at least with our cars, we're 
saying: ‘Here’s whal you can do to your 
car, ami here's what we can sell to you if 
you approve.'" 

So, if the public approves, there well 
might be a Chevrolet Malibu Sport or a 
Cavalier Technic in its future. 

“We're hoping the public will make a 
good business case for the production of 
both cars,” says Carl Sheffer of Chevrolet. 
“Odds are good for the Malibu because we 
already know there's interest out there for 
a sportier version with a 238-horsepower 
engine, a five-speed and styling accents in 
the image of the Impala SS of the 60s and 
•70s." 

Appeal of the Cavalier Technic veers 
into quite a different direction, toward 
today's junior and mostly Asian hot rod 
hobbyists, who squeeze quarts of startling 
performance from pint pot Honda Accords 
and Acura lntegras. 

Hair oh the chest of the Technic will 
come from a huge exhaust pipe. Corvette 
disc brakes, a lowered and tightened sus¬ 
pension and a 258-horsepower engine. 
Authenticity is taken to the last exposed 
rivet on a fully functional, bare aluminum 
air scoop in the hood. 

Modem concept cars pointing at the 
next generation, and not at some far fron¬ 
tier, have an enviable Hack record. Dodge 
Viper, originally an experiment sniffing 
for any interest in over-muscied sports 
cars, was a 1992 concept car. Plymouth 
-. Prowler, currently in production as a retro¬ 
spective hot rod. was unveiled as a concept 
car at the 1993 North American Auto 
Show in Detroit 

Chrysler’s long-bodied Phaeton is 
another exploration in progress. It-is pow- 
. ered by a 425-horaepower V-12 engine, 
rides on 22-inch wheels, displays Art Deco 
tines and instruments and breathes Bugatti 
and the Touring 4 30s from every hand- 
rubbed pore. See Phaeton traces in this 
year’s full-size sedans from Chrysler, the 
Concorde. Dodge Intrepid. Eagle Vision 
and luxury Chrysler LHS. “You’ll see 
nothing specific," comments Chrysler's 
Kari 5 l Anioine. “Just Dial long, elegant 
. visionary stance.” 

- As did Plymouth with the Prowler, so 
Lexus is seeing how deep the hot rod 



The Chrysler Phaeton has influenced the car maker's designs. Photo by Bob Carey. 


waters run with a replica 1932 Ford coupe, 
surrounding a 300-horsepower V-8 from 
the GS400'sedan. Mercedes-Benz is play¬ 
ing with a Life Jet three-wheeler and 
researching the geometry of a suspension 
lilting into rums for improved cornering 
agility and stability. Jeep is wondering if 
customers of its Gl-basic Wrangler would 
he interested in the Dakar, a stretched, 
leather-lined, wood-paneled Ritz-Carlton 
limited edition. 

Want brute force? There’s the Ford 
Mustang Super Stallion, with a 545- 
horsepower engine and a top speed of 175 

mph. 

Want green? The hybrid Honda J-VX 
concept coupe has electric motors assisted 
by a three-cylinder gasoline engine. 

Want nonsense? Chrysler is displaying a 
two-cylinder, barc-bones bubble car that 
looks as comfortable as burlap underwear. 
It should sell for $19.95 through Wal-Mart 
stores, it has a rollback canvas lid, slide-up 
windows and a manual transmission with a 
push-pull-twist shift pattern. Chrysler calls 
iiCCV. 

The initials stand for Composite Con¬ 
cept Vehicle, because it is built by thermo¬ 
plastic injection molding. It gets 50 miles 
per gallon, probably would cost $6,000, 
and-is 100 percent recyclable back into 
pop bottles. 

“This is a vehicle that’s designed to spe¬ 
cifically meet the needs of the emerging 
middle class in developing countries,” says 


Francois Castaing. a Chrysler vice presi¬ 
dent. “Our initial direction was lo develop 
a car as easy to assemble as a toy." 

Want more cute and thoughtful? Isuzu 
has the Zaecar. an ultimate sport-utility 
based on the Amigo. The rear deck is wide 
and open for canying camping gear. It 
comes with Global Positioning Satellite 
navigation, and a passenger side third 
door. 

“Our advanced design people put every¬ 
thing they could think of on this vehicle, 
because they don't work under any market¬ 
ing restraints" says Bryon Farnsworth of 
Isuzu. “Then the price and marketing peo¬ 
ple step in and start whacking everything 
off.” 

And so it has always been. 

In 1938. when Harley Earl birthed the 
first dream car, it was a 20-foot Buick 
called the Y-Job. The power top. electric 
windows and low silhouette were among 
its few pieces deemed practical, affordable 
and salvageable. 

The 1955 Cadillac Le Mans was 
designed as a two-seater luxury sports car. 
It didn’t fly—not until 30 years later, when 
Cadillac built the two-seat luxury Allante. 

Only one vehicle went effortlessly, 
totally from dream car to American icon: 
The 1953 Chevrolet Corvette. “I saw most 
of these dream cars when they toured with 
the GM Moto ram as in the ‘50s," recalls 
Ken Gross, director of the Petersen Auto¬ 
motive Museum in Los Angeles. 


"They formed a technology and style 
show where the basic message was: When 
futuristic cars are built. GM will build 
them. 

“During this unique period in American 
automotive history, car shows were still 

the stuff of fantasy an. and Detroit encour¬ 
aged stylists and engineers to turn their 
dreams into reality. It was a simpler lime, 
when America was king, the future was 
bright and there were no limits on imagina¬ 
tion. Kids grew up wiih visions of a jet age 
on wheels, with tail fins and bubble tops.” 

Then we all grew up. The public no 
longer could be fooled by size, chrome and 
what it might not be driving decades from 
1956. Portholes died, sizzle fizzled and 
practicalities prevailed. 

“Now. we don't build a concept caT that 
wc can't put into production." says Steve 
Kerho, a product planner for Isuzu. “Other¬ 
wise it is art for art's sake. We have to 
look at these shows as forums, maybe 
spending $1 million to build a show car ... 
but also getting some feedback." 

But was the $75 million that Plymouth 
spent on the Prowler worth its weight in 
feedback? 

“As o product planner.” said an admir¬ 
ing Kerho. “1 look at that, and say it was 
money well spent" ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 






















8 THE STAR 


O 


L 


22 JANUARY1998 



Inter. Con 
holds training } 
workshop 

# Within the context of 
the training and develop¬ 
ment plan for the staff of 
Jordan In- 

ter.Continental, a work¬ 
shop on management 
skills ended last week. 
Staff from the Amra Ho¬ 
tel and the Petra Forum 
Hotel also attended the 
workshop. 



\ Contemporary 
Calligraphy shows 
richness of Arab 
language 


- ■*??; >' 


By Kofi Attah 

Special lo The Star 

A rab calligraphy is an elegant art of writ¬ 
ing. if* full of skills and anticipation 
and occupied the attention of millions of 
Muslims and Western scholars over 
thousands of years. 

The muiti-dimensional art exhibition orga¬ 
nised bv the Jordanian Plastic Artists Associa¬ 



tion of Amman under the theme “Week Of 
Plastic Arts” unearthed the hidden skills and for¬ 
gotten riches of Arab inscription. ‘This is the 
second year that we hold such a Week." com¬ 
mented Khalid Khreis. president of the Jorda¬ 
nian Plastic Artists Association. 

"This year we have focused on both old and 
contemporary Arab Artists." he added. 

Dr Khreis. u renowned Jordanian artist hold¬ 
ing a Phd in fine arts from Barcelona University 
in Spain, is the brains behind the 
annual Week. The objective of 
holding such an event is to bring 
Arab calligraphy by various artists 
from different Arab countries 
together and to bring new perspec¬ 
tives on this form of an. 

The Week which featured the 
works of more than 40 artists from 
the Arab World, ended recently in 
the Royal Cultural Center. 

Besides the paintings that were 
hanging on the walls of the exhibi¬ 
tion"hall of the RCC. calligraphies 
in slides were screened at the stu¬ 
dio of the Cultural Center. The 
festival of Arab calligraphy was 
multi dimensional. It included lec¬ 
tures. debates, and musical mani¬ 
festation. providing a platform for 
artists, art lovers and experts the 



opportunity to interact. 

Finally, the screen and projector the festival 
organizers brought to the Royal Cultural Center 
vent home the message they intended^ to pul 
across. The screening showed outstanding 
Islamic calligraphy by such artists as Ahmad 
Mustapha of Egypt, whose "Lau Hlaha 11a 
Allah" i There is no deity but Godl was a mas¬ 
terpiece and rare to come by. 

The Sudanese Ahmad Shibreen's "Allahu 
Noor" ( God is light) inscribed on a round hoard 
portrays an ancient Arab mode of writing and an 
inspiration of the artist based on his African 
background. 

The work of Shaker Hassan Ai Said of Iraq 
beamed to the audience an excellent piece of art. 
acclaimed not only in the Arab world hut also in 
London. 

"We wanted to have a program with enough 
variety to cover a wide area and include more 
artists this year'' says Dr Khreis. And this is 


what happened. The range of artists was wide 
and comprehensive. afFording the audience the 
chance to enjoy the best of Arab calligraphy 
throughout the ages. 

The rarity of those works and techniques 
involved provides and promotes a unique oppor¬ 
tunity to relive a proud heritage. The rare 
inscription of Arab characters demonstrated by 
Mabjub Ben Bella of Algeria is a job of 
undisputed testimony. 

One of the finest works shown was that of the 
Jordanian Rafik I.aham, combining inspiration 
and reality. Another noticeable feature was that 
despite the similarity in the message they sought 
to convey, the Week portrayed a rich array of 
Arab talent that displayed individualism and 
identity like of those the Tunisian Najah 
Mahdawi. 

The Week served as both a mind opener and a 
door opener to further explore the rare realm of 
Arab calligraphy. ■ 


Sabah Fakhri more than matched 
the young singers of today 


By Star Staff Writer 

A sk a question about famous Arab 
musicians, and you can be sure 
thaL the name "Sabah Fakhri 
will reverberate on everyone's 
lips. Indeed, he Is one of the Arab world's 
greatest contemporary musician. More 
Iran 50 years in show business. Sabah 
Rikhri has built a distinctive musical 
school of thought. 

•• What is interesting is that such a school 
seeks lo expouse traditional Arabic music. 
mono shat is only apart of this trend and 
Sihph Fakhri will go down in history 
alongside with famous names as Munir 
Bashir. Mohammad Abdel Wahab, 
Reyaad AI Sumhati and Sayeed 
parweesh. 

i Today. Sabah Fahkri continues lu hold 
his own in ihe face of stiff competition 
from what is being dubbed as the music 
of the younger generation. However, and 
although in his early ‘70s. his brand of 
music continues to be loved by both old 
and young, males and females, fathers 
and grandfathers. 

The first fan club for traditional music 
was formed in Egypt, and the Syrian 
singer was in Cairo recently to see the 
inauguration. Fakhri says the aim of the 
fan club is to develop an "appreciation for 
tradition and heritage as well as the col¬ 
lection of all music within this 
framework.” 

His maushluv is a source of inspiration 
fnr many up and coming young artists 
who want to go into this tough field 
which requires stamina and perseverance. 
The field of inoushhat is difficult because 


of the long hours of practice that is 
required. 

In this respect. Sabah Fakhri is a natu¬ 
ral. He gets up on stage and seem to per¬ 
form effortlessly. It’s as if he is made for 
this type of musical interludes. The 
strength of his voice, combined with his 
strong musical chords makes him a For¬ 
midable force. He can and frequently 
does sing for hours on end and without 
the slightest touch of a break in the voice. 

"He can more than match his rivals.” is 
a frequently heard phrase. One story told 
by a member of his orchestra during his 
last concert at the Jeresh Festival was 
"that he continued to sing right till sun 
rise, at a moment when all the other sing¬ 
ers gave up and snoring on the couch.” 
The evening was an informal gathering 
in Beirut and included such famous 
names as Milbem BarakaL 

His voice is indeed, extraordinary. He 
says that he very carefully takes care of 
his voice. “I stay away from things which 
may scratch the throat and effect the 
voice," and these include "hoi chillies, 
peppers, fried food and cold drinks." 

But that's not all. He is extremely par¬ 
ticular about his diet. He says that before 
each concerts he shys away from food 
that arc likely to affect his vocal chords. 
These include dairy products and lettuce. 
However, he takes a cup of tea or herbs or 
a plain warm cup of water to relieve his 
ihroaL 

He sang in the Jerash Festival on a 
number of occasions, and each time he 
gave a concert, he brought the house 
down. ■ 
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THE NEW Ghlfi-factorpluugrrig series of; 
psycho-crime thriller :PROFILER; aiul- 
two all-new hit comedres arepremiering\ 

. oh the-widely viewed.A is erica Hhschan-.. 
oeL Vignette-rich UNION SQUARJEahd 1 ■ 
WORKING, a girideite corporate panto-’ 
mime T sre among thecbaaneTs extraor¬ 
dinary program hDeTop.'.,,-.- 

When asked to comment on theseqeSjj 
Profiler creator Cynthla Sminders %aid, . 
“it Is not about Jdllio^ as njnch aslti^ 
about the 1>ehavidral /,pattern^ that's: 
expressed In a crime.” It’s Abo abdutpne _ 
of the special indivhluals wbo devote^ 
their sometimes unique/ pos&i Wy pgra- v 
normal,- skills,and professional. fives: to • 
public safety.by tradtip^ down apd plac- 
ing (he borokldal crinxmals^ribW:esh£> • ■ 
monly known as seriaUdJJers nr ihdeff-L 
rule quarantine. AntetfraFIuS-preaBeres.-. 
Profiler on Wednesdays -if 4 * 8:0Cr PM - 
(GMT tune).’ . .' 

From the creatore irf Carofitre ln fte;-: 
City comes Union Square. (Thursdays'at 
6-30 GMT), the naroeofa basttirigdowb-y 
towu.New York City.diner;5o what sort * 
of flavours waft through the place? L Saysr. 
executive producer: Marco Peonette: 
“IPs a way station for people pursuing- 
their dreams. Tom Cruise waited tables. 
David Mamet still writers his .plays at: a.. 
booth in his local coffee shop. 

Amongst the sundry mix of characters , 
frequenting -the diner and' each -ofeerV 
lives are spunky Broadway-besotted ^ 
actress Gabriella (Constance Marie), the 
diner's say-it-as-it-fc proprietor Vince 
(Jeffrey - Anderson-Gunter, Hudson* 
Street) and running-on-empty 'inept; 
waiter AJbie (Jonathan • Slaying CaroSde^ 
in the City). ■ ■ 


Coca-Cola Jordan holds 
Ramadan Night 


THE COCA _ Cola Company in Jordan held a 
"Ramadan Night” for its employees at Le Merid- 
len Hotel last week. The get-togetber was 
attended by company employees in Jordan, as 
well as some figures from the Coca-Cola Com¬ 
pany in the region. 

Mr Azem Omar Yousef, Manager of the Coca- 
Cola Company in Jordan, started-off the evening 
by welcoming the guests and expressing his grat¬ 
itude to the company employees in Jordan whose 
hard work and dedication helped achieve award- 
winning results in 1997. He also expressed his 
optimism Tor the coming year and what it might 
hold for the Company and its employees. 

Mr Tony Clift, Coca-Cola Vice President of 
Finance for the Middle East and North Africa 
Region, also welcomed the guests and re¬ 
introduced them to the Coca-Cola system world¬ 
wide. and emphasized the importance of keeping 
communication lines open between the company 
and its employees in order to achieve the best 
result in product and services. 


The Coca-Cola Company is the largest distrib- j 
utor of soft drinks in the world, with distribu¬ 
tion networks in more than 200 countries world- * 
wide. ■ 




(Left to right), Mr Azem Yousef, Mr Tony Clift, Mr PhSIipe Giorgion, 
Manager of Cuea-Cola, Near East 
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By Christian Doumit .'f 

Age shall not wither..... 

IF AS the old song goes "Little Things Mean a Lot**,-- . 
there are many big things that mean link?. Taming Wts j 
one of them and ir this is happening to you. it tsn t such j 
a big deal and you shouldn't let it «onyyou J©t j 
because Mozart. Schubert, Alexander the CreaL and , 
Joan of Arc didn’t even gel near tins npc oU age 
doesn't mean that those of us who have arc all-out good 
for nothing. Such men and women must die young to 
bequeath to the world the legacy of youth incarnate, l 
Sow many who turned 60 and never had a dire. But 
there are others like King Juan ^los-who reje- 
brated his 60th this month. King Hussein, and Nelson 
Mand ela that can be as beautiful as only youth can be. 
free and full of the natural solemnity of unspoiled 


- 'Otid-Uftum S^iare- ' 

premiere on Orbit’s 
America plus 


idealism. ^ .. 

Indeed, it is even better than that. Being 60 years old 
means that one grew up in the fifties without 
but watched instead black and white movies which tod 
a reverence for good taste, good manners, and intelli¬ 
gence. Oh screen Rita Hayworth. Greta Garbo and 
Ingrid Bergman were beautiful and dignified unlike 
slobs like Madonna Except for Nikita and the bomb 
everything then was light-hearted and failing in love 
with older women was ecstatic. In those days women 
wore black fishnet stockings that never failed to excite. 
The emotional and sexual awakening of an adolescent 
by an older woman is a dramatic experience. But this is 
another story— 

Now. back to serious stuff. In Washington. General 
Dwei^bt Eisenhower occupied the White House, and in 
Buenos Aires, General Juan Domingo Peron. the Pink 
House, while General de Gaulle and General Franco 

P overaed from Paris and Madrid respectively. General 
ranco is perhaps one of the greatest men to rule m the 
20th centuiy. After seizing power in the Spanish Civil 
War. he restored the monarchy lo its rightful place. In 
Beirut, Camille Chamoun lived at the Presidential Pal¬ 
ace. In those days. Lebanon prospered and was 
respected by the international community, and the Leba¬ 
nese were not so busy chasing after Green Cards. All 
these leaders were men of vision who managed lo keep 
the peace for a season. 

Tliere was no such nonsense then 5 la Bill Clinton 
and Paula Jones. Even his predecessor Jack Ken¬ 
nedy—at the height of the Cold War and the Cuban 
Missile Crisis—made sure that the Secret Service was 
there to protect him from being caught naked with Fid¬ 
dle and Faddie in (he White House swimming pool. 
That's what 1 call style. As Giovanni Agnelli would say 
years later. “A man can be a good husband and have 
mistresses. And it’s better for a woman to have one 
tenth of a good man than the whole of a lousy one." 
Besides, If Jack Kennedy had not been so occupied hav¬ 
ing a good time with women but instead busy in politi¬ 
cal posturing and intensive diplomacy with the Soviets, 
who knows if the outcome wouldn’t have been a nuclear 
holocaust between the United States and the Soviet 
Union? 

Almost 50 years ago Iraq. Iran, Libya and Egypt were 
all monarchies making slow but perceptible economic 
progress and sensible use of oil revenues. The over¬ 
throwing of monarchies and the establishment of dictat¬ 
orships have left those countries what they are today. . 

It is a supreme irony that Jordan—the most vulnera¬ 
ble of the lot, especially, after loosing the West Bank— 
has managed to remain stable and make progress. Thank 
God for the Hashemite dynasty.’* 

It is a saddening thought that the gracious world of 
~4he495tVs fc. no-longer, with. us. Ah- well, we might as 
well accept it and really Try to have a good time for rest 
of our lives. ‘ 

Meanwhile to those celebrating their 60th. particu¬ 
larly to the duke of Mokhaibeb. happy birthday! ■ 





M 

a+O -o-O o ,0. 


To the honor of the lifeboat's other members, 
Madonna loses her balance and fads on her face. 
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TjtNtKAL 
5 TORE 



“Somethin’sup, Jed. ...That’sBen Potter’s horse,an 
right, hut ain’t that Heniy Morgan's chicken riefin' 

■ •• him?" 
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EggaaB. 


Programs on JTV^ 
from 24 — 30 January 


Amman cinemas 


• Galleria I (Tel: 079 33430): Romeo * JuUet 
«| Galleria n (Tel: 079 33430): Jack 

^ Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): Bulletproof 

• Philadelphia H (Tel: 634149): The Peacemaker 

• Plaza (Tel: 699238): Nothing to Lose 

• Concord I (Tel: 677420): Riding High 

• Concord II (Td: 677420): Mr. Bean 


FILM 


The latest James Bond film. To¬ 
morrow Sever Dies, opened 
gracefully in Los Angeles last De¬ 
cemberTop international stars 
were on the scene 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—Twinkle 

2:3€—French Programs 

4:15—Prayers 

4:30—Believe & Behave 

5:00—NBA Games 

6:00—Neighbors 

6:30—News Headlines 

6:35—You Bet Your Rfe 

7:00—News in French 

7:15—Ramadan Tales 

7:35—Perspective 

8:00—Cinema Cinema 

8:30—Prism 

0:10—Time Trax 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:30—Feature Rim: Born to 

be Sold 

12:00—Country Music 
12:30—Islam in a Chandns 
World 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10— The Pink Panther 
2:15— Johnny Quest 
2:30—French Programs 
15—Prayers tUnk with Ch.l) 
J:30—Believe & Behave 
5:00—Energy Express 
5:30—Tarzan 
6:30—News Headlines 
6:35—America's Funniest 
People 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—Dadd’s Army 
8:30—Killing for a Living 
0 : 10 —Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—North & Sooth 
11:10—Jewel in the Crown 
12:00—Islam in a Chan ging .- 
World 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran . 

2:10—Hammerman 
2:30—French Programs ' 

4:15—Prayers {Link. wiihOui) 
4:30—Believe & Behave . - -• 
5:00—Riding High ■■■-:- 


The Health Show, Monday at 

5:30—Animal Show 
6:60—Neighbors ' 

6:30—News Headlines ' 

6:35—-Hope & Gloria 
7:00—News m French • 

•7:15—Ramadan Tales ■ 

7:35—The Health Show ; ; 

8:00—Over A Cun of Tea- 
- 8J0—CountryMosic : ...■•-•*> 
9:10—Highlander. 

10:00—News at Ten •- • 

1030—EmagencyRnom(£jy ■ 
11:15—Cosmos (Doc) , :■ 
I2HM1— Mam in a CfaangiBg •' 
World - 

TUESDAY:"; 

2:00—Holy Karan ■ 
2;I®-rStodocaa:.-.J. f ./• 
2:30—French Programs' - - 
4:15 —Prayers (Link with Ckl) 
4:30—rBefieve & Behave 

5:0ft-^Sfcippy;. .. 

5J0—SqaareOuetY 






CROSSWORD PUZZLE 



ACROSS 

1 Giitarsound 

8 Knocks 

10 Bandy worts 
about in 
argument 

14 Sip 

15 TlrowoW 

16 JohnoycakB 
Wn 

17 Advocating 

. copred 

princfcfes 

18 Rrtstono pet 

19 Tiny bit 

20 Celebrate 

23 Supplement 
witogroal 
ofloft 

24 Lb Due _ of 
Vietnam 

25 (Dacian 
tMtttS 

26 Porttte 


35 Seizes 

37 Guided 

38 Flavor 

40 Naive ot 
suff. 

41 Carnivore 

43 Nonsense 

44 Next to 

47 Test 

48 FWgtoitf 
retreat 

SO _ Park, Co. 
52 Vipers 

54 Heavy - 
weight 

55 Branch. 

58 Bag colors 

63 Desert 
dweler . 

64 Bringif) 

65 Poets 
68 Mineral 


Ftowtends 

31 Yetow 


maasuraafa 

kind 

32 Singer 
MeErdre 


67 Orient 

68 EngEsh 
queens 

69 Equal 

70 The_*» 
Sn* 


DOWN' '.<** 

1 Arizona town 32 _a 

2 HBXas 33 Of 
vengeance 34 Tht 

3 Musical 36 Sor 

Shaw 39 Dta 

4 Lunchflme 42 _m 

5 Caw fa* 

6 Certain fish 45 Ra 

7 French friend 46 007 

8 Bean 40 Ret 

9 Arose • ecu 

~10 Column or ' -. 51 Un 

cord .sho 

it inferior • ‘ peri 

12 Partof A.M. -53 TO 

13 Study 55 Ski 

21 Commandment 56 Got 

word 57 Uni 

22 United 58 tod 

Kingdom 59 Aril 
Ha b i t a nt s lata 

26 Barrier 60 Mto 

27 TfYou Knew 61 Rw 

* (old send wor 

29 AuffxxHatoy 82 POfe 

30 Actress 

6 »». Tab* Mofix Service* 


32 _avis 

33 Cupid 

34 Thertwo.’ 

36 Songbirds 

39 Disconcert 
42 _man . 

fsyocpherq 

45 Reelms 

46 0071s school 

40 Reetaurart 
' countor 

51 Unabet 
show . . 


53 T-toone >• 

55 SHkt style 

56 Govomed 

57 Untidy 

58 tocine 

59 ArittbtiA 
take 

60 Mtorowkto 

61 Freelrom 
worry 

62 Prison 



San nnoo obbc 

no oniiDEin_2S£ 
Finn nnn dcih^S 

b nnoaDD naac 

TOMW 

onnnooonnnnnc 

gg ggga niii 




f 7:35 pm ■ 

6:00—GiBette Sports •!. 

6 JO—News Headlines 
6:35—A Whole New Ball 
7:00-r-News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Black Hat Chef ' 

. 8:00—What Would You Do. 

- 8:30—En coon ter 
0:10—Hollywood Remembers 
HkOG—News *t Ten 
. 10-J0—MagareiVolant 
11:15—Feature FQm: 

: 12.-00—Islam fna Changing 

Worid ■* 

. • WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran * 

2; W—Johnny Quest • 

2^0—French Programs 
4:l5-J’raja , S (Link with CtulI •• 
4 JO—Believe & Behave 
5:00—Border Town .. 

5:30—The Finder . 


rVvwMMi 


<530— News Headlines 
6:35—Step by Step ■ 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Nature of Thing 
8:00—The Upper Hand • 
8:36=—Challenges 
9:10—Rung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—A Woman of 
Independent Means 
11:15—Country Music 
12:00—Islam in a Changing 
Worid 

THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran . 

2:10—-My Little Fairy Tale 
. 2:30—French Progr am s 
4J5—Prayers iUnk with oil} 
4:3ft—Believe & Behave 
' 5:0ft—NBA" Games 
6:00—Prince & The Pauper 
6:30—News Headlines ' 
6:35—Big Brother Jake 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales ' 

7:35—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—Over A Cup of Tea 
8:30—Lois & Clark 
9:10—-The Oprah Winfrey 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Featnre Film: Thicker 
that Blood 
12:00—Music Show 
12^0—Islam in a Changing 
Worid ~ 

FRIDAY ‘ 

2:00—Holy Koran 
• 2:10—Ruxpin 
2:30—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers (Link with Ch. U 
4:30—Believe & Behave 
5:00—Wishbone 
5:30—Metro Cafe 
6:30—News Headlines 
6:35—Small Talk 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales ' 

7:35—Life on the Internet 
8:00—Friends 


8:30—Brisco Connlv 
MO—Knife to the Heart 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Streets of Larido 
11:30—Feature Film 
1:00—Islam in a Changing 
World 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANQAIS 
SAMEDI 

2-30 —Biles pas Bites 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Cajnu 
4:00—Magazine 

L'a-uJtie Cnlomh 

DJMANCHE 

2:30—Micro Kids 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Magazine 

Ft 7ui pas river 
4:00—I^e Tonr de France 

LUNDI 

2:30—Bites pas Betes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Thalassa 
4:00—Magazine scientifique 
Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

2:30—Bites pas Bites 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Suvoir pins sante 
4:00—E * M6 

MERCREDI 

12:00— Les a ventures 
de Baron 

2:30—Chienne de vie 

JEUDI 

130—Histoire de clowns 
2:30—Faites la fete 

VENDREDI 

12:00—Tlntin 
2i30—Les trois freres 
24:00—■ Surprise party 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 



Up:Teri 
Hatcher and 
John Teni 
Right: 

Jonathan Price 
and wife 




-THIS WEEK’S- 
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* HOROSCOPE * 


By Unda Black 

Weekly Up: Quidc thinking and action will be required 
for almosi eveiyone. especialjy Cancers and Capricorns. 
■Ihere mQ be lots of work to do. 

Aries (March 21-AprQ 19). Something you’ve wanted 
for the borne could happfcn. Romance lodes promising, but 
you ]ccep getting Separated. Persevere. 

. Tamms (April 20-May 20). These .are good' (fays for 
establishing aJiouse policy you can live with. Save time for 
romance. Yon may be tempted to spend too much. 

• Gemini (May 21-Juue 21). There’s money coming. Save 
as mudi as possible. Clean house. You could get lucky with 
' a perarickety person. Shop and relax with loved ones. 

. Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’re drawing attention, 
most of it positive. Make shopping lists and spend, after you 
know bow much you've got Cram as many detaHs'as possi¬ 
ble into your brain. - • . 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Rumors abound. Some of them 
may be true. Be careful what you say. You have an advan- 
. cage with the moon in your sign. Don’t blow it by getting 
cocky. •; , 

-. .-Virgo CAi^g.23-S^jt.22). Aloved one’s msighrs wQ] help 
you understand a friend better. Comply with bureaucratic 
demands. If s hard to get together with a partner, bat things 
workout,:-. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct 23). Use new sloljs to solve a 
domestic protein.’ Unecac&cm with fiaeods leads to an 
unusual decision. Your experience is important, so con¬ 
tribute iL A private meeting helps with an important choice. 
\ Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov.21). Contact with a foreigner could 
be expensive. Use a debty to your advantage. Think about 
what you’re doing before making a decision. The coast 
should be clear soon. A friendly; exchange tums reanantic. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Pay off a debt. Distant 
contacts lead to new opportunities. You’ll do well in sports, 
so challenge somebody. Your sweetheart is interrogating 
you. Mate sure you have the right answers. 

Ca p ricorn (Dec 22-Jan. 19). Pay attention U> a partner: 
You may be apart, but ifs important to stay tuned in. Fools 
and fbeir money are sorm paired. Something old works bet¬ 
ter than something new. Take notes. 

Aquarius (Jan.. ^ft-Feb. 18). Partners can handle an 
assignmem. Tell them whaf s needed. Take a friend’s advice 
to understand a difficult person. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). ftieadship leads: to iove 
if s hard to get together. Accept unwekon* fimmaal 
advice. Let a Virgo get you organized and yoa’11 have more 
time to,play. , . 

TfYoo’re Haying a Birthday Hiis Week: Yoa’re string 
Ha& year, bat you’ll be stronger yet when you learn to work 
with a' gerale:paitaer. You want nothing* but ; lhe best this 
year, andibat oouldget real expensive. '• 

01998. TVkaae Mafia Scnkxc . 
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Le destin bouleverse d’lraq al Amir par veronigue Abu-Nijmeh 


Jourdain 

Supplement en fran 9 ais du Star 


Religion 

Le ramadan joue collectif 

Outre {'aspect religieux, le mois saint des musulmans cons acre 
line serie de rites, dont le fame ilk iftar. qui pennettent 
de resserrer les liens de la communaute. 


Au sortir du vallon de Wadi Sir, & 17 km au sud-ouest d‘Amman SC Crauve le site 
d'lraq al Amir, Vunique vestige hellinistique des environs 
d'Amman, tl s'agit d’un manoir du Heme siecle av. J.-C., 
e table sur le vaste domains des Tab lades, famitle qui 
gouverna Amman ait cours du fHeine siecle pour le compte 
de la Perse d'abord. de I'Egypte ensuite. Pittnresque, 

Vedifice a aujourd’hui fiere allure, avec ses colonnades 
reconstitutes et ses murs aux blocs de pierre massifs. Mais 
derriere le tableau magistral de cc monument se dissimule 
I'histnire d'tni pmjet effondre, d’une ambition jamais 
realisee. 

Nous sommes dans les premieres ounces du I time slide av. 

J.-C.. Les Seleucides tiennent sous Icur controls la region de 
Syne-Palestine qu'ils onl n ague re enlevie aux Lagides 
d’Egypte. C’est alors que le dernier reprisentant de la 
familie des Tnbiades. eutreprend la construction d'une 



residence dont I'importance depassait celle d’un sbnple habitat. Hyrvan semble 
en effet avoir songe a constituer sur le domains de ses pens 
one petite principaute plus ou mains uidi p eadant e dont le 
manoir devait iire le centre. Ses aspirations nsaasparaasent 
dans les sculptures de Eons et d’aigles, tmimanx royauxpar 
excellence, destinies a omer les facades. Mats Hrrcarz se 
heurte a I'intransigeance du roi Antiachos IV, ou point qu'il 
estfinalemertt contraint de se donnerla mort,eu 175 av./.-C— 
Le manoir reste inache ve, sans portes ni fenetres, sons insure 
ni plane her. Abandonne pendant environ 500. ans. Q ne fut 
aminage en habitat que tardivement anmt d’etre detruit par 
an violent siisme en 365 de noire ere. 

Rien dans le spectacle grandiose de ce site ne lame deviner le 
destin malheureux de cel idiftce qui dut attendee jusqu’b nos 
jours pour conruntre, grace a sa resurrection archiologique, 
son heure de glaire. 0 



*S23S3u . 


Emploi 


« Mangez .. bttwz jiisqit'u 
iv que !\<n pnitv distinguer ■'< 
I'titihc nil fit Nunc tl'uu fil nnir. 
JeunvT i -iixitilc jiisqu'ii fa nr tit-. 
present le Cnran. R.imadan : la 
privation Jiume Ju lever au 
coueher du j-nlcil. cxcreice quo- 
tidicn qui s’impusc a lous les mu- 
suit nans valides cl en henne son¬ 
ic. Le rani.hdan. e’esi: 

• le quairieme des cinq piliers 
ile I'isl.im tavee la SliahaJe. 
c’c.st-a-dire !:i profession de foi. 
les cinq prieres. laumone et le 
pelerinape a la Meequei. Le 
jeune cst done une obligation rc- 
liuicu.se qu’il eonviem de res¬ 
pecter et d'aceomplir. L'islam 
exempte de cenc obligation les 
mnlndcs. les voyageurs. les 
Jem tries enceintes ou eel les qui 
nm leurs regies. Mats dans ees 
e.Ls-la. i) faui eompenser les jours 


manques cn jeunant ullerieurc- 
menL cn faisant la charite ou en 
offnmt a manger aux pauxres. 

• un mois de recueillement et de 
piet*. 

• un mois sac re avec une nuit 
sacr*e au cours de laquclle Dieu 
a revel* le Coron a son prophete 
Mohammad. Appclec Al-Kudr. 
cede nuit intcrvieiu lun des jours 
impairs dans le demicr tiers du 
ramadan, Apres la demierc 
priere f/sta) el jusqu’ft I’aube. les 
musulmans se eonsacrcm a la 
priere et a la lecture du Conn 
parce que scion le texie saerc 
cede nuii vuut mille mois. 

0 un mois degalil* car il income 
la volume divine de placer tous 
les musulmans. riches et pau- 
vres, presidents et subaliemes 
sur le meme plan. 

• un mois de solidarite. Les 


Non au jeune! 

Peut-on etre musulxnan et ne pas respecter le ramadan ? 
Oui. IIs soni ainsi nombreux -et ccrtainemem plus qu'on ne 
croit- a fumer. boire voire manger en pleine joumfe. Generate- 
ment Icur entourage familial ou professionnel est toldrant Mais 
attention, its se gardent de toute provocation dans la rue. IIs sa- 
vent que. pris en flagrant dfilit, ils peuvent se retrouver en prison 
jusqu’ft la fin du mois sainL Certains ont accept*, parfois sous 
couvert d’anonymat. de donner leur avis sur ce ramadan qu'ils 
ne suix-ent pas. 

O.: «Ma vie reste la mane malgre le ramadan. Je mange le 
midi et au moment de I'iftar. Mais j'essaye de ne pas hauler, de 
respecter les aiares el de ne pas manger dcvani mes collegncs 
(...) A /’ origins . il s’agit de je&ner et aussi de manger modirc- 
ment. Or la plupurt des gens mangent cinq fats plus qu’a 
I’accoutumee ». 

Samoa : «Je n ‘ai pas besoin du ramadan pour prouver que 
je sues quelqu'un de b'ten. Beaucoup de gens ne font pas le m- 
madan mais ant home de le dire. Je pense qu 'ils ora peur parce 
que leur comportemcni m a Vcncontre de la societe, a 
I'encontre de ce que tout le monde fait. Ce n 'est pas man cos. Je 
ne le crie pas sur les toils mais si on me le demnnJc. je ne vats 
pas tnentir. Ces interdils me choquent. Surtout vis-a-vis des 
chrvtiens. ce nest pas juste pour eux. H /out respecter la reli¬ 
gion mais on peut lefaire sans Tunposer aux Quires*. 

Hani: »Je ne crois pas en Dieu done je nc suis pas le rama¬ 
dan. Cela ne derange ni mes amis ni ma familie. Ma mere qui 
ne prie pas. jeune et prepare I’iftar par tradition. Quant a moi, 
je hois routes ccs obligations. Cela gdche ma vie pri\ve et cela 
m ’ennuie. Ilfuut laisser les gens vivre tel qu ’ils en ont envie*. 

I. \*Je ne suis pas le ramadan. Et quand on s'en etanne, je 
dis qucj'ai un ulcere !*. ■ 


gens sont censes sentmider. les 
riches disiribuer de la nouniturc 
aux pauvres. Les liens Vamiliaux 
et sociau.x sc resserrem avec les 
re pas col lec tits. les visiles a les 
veil Ides. 

Pendant une irenlajne de jours, 
les musulmans vivenl un boule- 
versement toml de Icur quotidicn. 
+Rcuiwtlun rst wie hntme occa¬ 
sion dc sortir tie la mutinc sc 
rejouissent beaucoup. Ils nppre- 
eient en particulier -fesnomvllrs 
habitudes gaslrontnniqitcs et 
I 'allegcineni dc la joumee dc ira- 
tu//«. 

A 1'approche de l’iftar. le pre¬ 
mier repas de la joumee. autour 
de la table, tout Ic monde guette 
I'appel a la priere de Maghrib ou 
le coup de canon (Al-Madfa) qui 
annoncem la fin de I'imerdit. im- 
mitant le prophete Mohammad, 
on commence par les Jane s 
Dans les mosqudes. Ics pieux el 
les pauvres sont accuciilis aux 
ntaidat Al-Rulunan ties tables des 
misdricordieux) : un iftar assure 
par le minister? des Affaires rcli- 
cieuses ou des associations dc 
bicnfaisance. 

Aprds la mpture du jeune. les 
crovants se rendem it la mosquee 
a I'appel de la demiere priere 
I Islta) suivic de Turawieh qui cst 
une prifcre speciale pour le rama- 
daa Le soir. In ville retrouve la 
vie : boutiques ouvencs. prome- 
neurs allegrcs el cafes bondes. 
-Ces soirees pennettent la recre¬ 
ation et le dc/asscment apris une 
longue joumee deprivation cl de 
travail. Et puis on u* reuiiit avec 
des parents ci des amis qu\nt nc 
wit pas souvento, insistent plu- 
sieurs veilleurs. De plus, la mu¬ 
nicipality d' Amman organise 
chaque semaine des soirees reli- 
sieuses. A Shmeisani Dar exem- 
pie, des congregations se russem- 
blent pour chanter des louanscs 
au son des tambours. 

Prieres. palabres ct r*jouis- 
sances jusqu'a 1'heurc du soii- 
hour. juste avant I'aube. le 
deuxieme repas que prennent les 
musulmans pour se preparer a 
une autre joum*e de jetlne. ■ 

Nahed AJ-Khlonf 


Travailleurs etrangers : trois ans pour rien 

En 1995 , le goavemement a pris des mesures pour limiter la main d’ceuvre etrangere 

en Jordanie et combattre , selon lui, le clidmage . 

Trois ans plus tard , quel est le bilan de cette politique autoritaire ? 



Chaque matin des dizaines dc travailleurs etrangers se rassemblent 
devant la mosquee Al-Hussein en Basse-ville en attendant d'etre em- 
bauches au pied leve pour la joumee. 


II y avail en iw 

350.0!JO travailleurs etrangers. 
toutes nationalites et tous types 
demplois confondus. selon Ic 
minisierc du travail. Sur cc to¬ 
tal. 250.000 ftaient considered 
com me -super Hus-. Lc gou- 
vcmement decida alors de pren¬ 
dre certaines mesures pour rem- 
placer gmduellemcnt la nuiin- 
U'ceuvrc etrangere par des ira- 
vaiHours jordaniens. Purmi les 
dispositions : interdiction dc 15 
types d'cmplois tmcdecinc. cn- 
seignement. coiffure, pompistc. 
transpon...)' du scctcur prive 
aux etrangers qui de toute 
ration ne peuvent accedcr a 
ceux du scctcur public, aug¬ 
mentation du eout du permis de 
travail de 10 a 15% selon les 
metiers, creation dun observa- 
toire desune a surveillcr les tra- 
vailleurs clandestins. amende 
d'un dinar par jour pour de- 
passemem du temps dc sdjour 
rcglemcmairc. contraventions a 
I’encontre des employeurs qui 


enl’reigncnt ccs mesures 
(commc le renvoi des etrangers 
illegaux aux Irais du patron). 

Amende de 52 JD 

Aujourd'hui les resultats de 
ces mesures sont peu probants. 
Ilya tuujours autant de travail- 
Icur etrangers dans le pays et 
le pmhlemc du chomage n'est 
pas resolu. En 1997, le gou- 
vemcment a accord* davantage 
dc permis dc travail aux Stran¬ 
gers qu’en 1995 ct 1996 : 
130.000 environ contre 94.r)00 
cn 1995 et 43.000 en 1996. La 
batwe de 1996 correspontL 
•oiHiie-i-ii. a une appncauun 
stricie des dispositions gouver- 
nemenlalcs. qui n’ont cependam 
pas resolu lc paibleme du tra¬ 
vail illegal. En 1997, le gou- 
vernemeni a done decid* de r*- 
gulariscr la situation d'un grand 
nombre dc travailleurs etrang-. 
ers en situation irrcguli*re. 
Cnmtne I’admettait I’an dernier, 
le ministre des Affaires 


! etrangfcres. «!es dc- 
' fais de grace [accor- 
i des aux etrangers 
pour rdgulariser leur 
situation ou quitter 
le pays] ne sont pas 
efficaces.. II vaut 
mieux delivrer des 
permis w tides et 
faciliter leur renou- ■ 
vellementp. Selon le 
ministers du travail, 
j le nombre de travail- 
J leurs Strangers cn 
1998 sera sensible- 
ment Ic mSmc qu'en 
1997. 

Le gouvemement' 
ne s’est pas donnd 
les . moyens 

d'appliquer les nou- 
velies decisions de 
maniire globale. Les 
sanctions ne sont 
iblent gufere dissuasives. 

tre em- iLes employeurs qui 
enfreignent les deci¬ 
sions gouvernemen- 
tales sont • menacees 
de contraventions d’un montant 
minimum de 52 JD et risqueni 
une condanuiaiion perude im¬ 
mediate, explique Bahjat 
Quteishat, direaeur du bureau 
de I'emplot au minister? du tra¬ 
vail. Dans les fails, les tribu- 
naux n’infligent pas d’amehdes 
superieures au montant mini¬ 
mum. M retraits de permis. ni 
peines de prison, ne sont envis¬ 
ages ce qui n'est pas de na¬ 
ture a d*counager les em¬ 
ployeurs. M6mc les etrangers 
qui ont fait 1'objel d'un arret* 
d'expulsion fl0.000 & I'heure 
dULueiicj cuuuuueiu. ue vtvic ui 
Jordanie. <\Hest souvent impos¬ 
sible de contrdler les allies et 
venues des travailleurs clan- 
destins. Les Egyptiens et les 
Syriens ou les pelerins qui 
transient par la Jordanie n’ont 
pas besoin de visa*. 

En r*a]it*. le pays a toujours 
besoin de ces travailleurs 
*trangers paiticulterement dans 
les secteurs de I'agriculture, des 


services, de la construction et delivnuicc dc permis dc travail 
de la boulangerie. secteurs aux- (150 JD Ic permis I. On peut re- 
quels les dispositions gouver- mnrqucr que le youvcrnemcni 
nerocntales ne s'appliquem pas. ne semhlc plus tuiribuer la 

mime importance ft la question 
Honteiix, indigne des travailleurs efrangers qu'en 

Mcme dans cenains secteurs 1995. Pourquoi tart de inpagc j 
qui leur sont th*oriqucmcm fer- I'epoque pour aulantde discrc- 
m*s. comme I’enseignement su- lion aujourd'hui 7 
p*rieur. on a toujours recours a Est-cc parce que le gou- 
des professeurs *trangers. «A vcmemcirt nc eherchait pas 
IVniverstii Al-Bayt par exern- vraiment. contraircmcnt a ses 
pie. la faculte d’economic ne d*claraiions. a lurtcr eontre le 
compte- que trois Jordaniens ■■ chomage par ces nouvelles me- 
sur 30 professeurs, les cuttres surcs et qu'il s cst sattsfait d'une 
venom d’autres pavs arabes, ccrtainc rationalisation du mar- 
sitrtoui de I'lraq». indique che du travail ? Ou bien s'cst-il 

. Ahmad Rifat, directeur du ser- rendu complc que le chomage 

vice d'orientation de.. nc pouvait pas plus *tre rfigl* 
VUniversit*. Par ailleurs. par ces dispositions qu'un can- 
d’autres m*tiers sont frappes cer par une aspirine Ct prftere- 
par ce qu’on appellc la «culture t-il aujourd'hui fair? oubiicr 
de I’indignttfe*, a savoir le refus son autoritarisme d’hier ? ■ 
de beaucoup de Jordaniens 

d'exercer certains metiers, ju- Mona Qaddoumi 

ges honteux. Ces 
posies sont da 
coup occup*$ 
par des . *tran- 
gers. C'esi poirr 
toutes ces rai¬ 
sons que les me¬ 
sures du gou¬ 
vemement ne 
remponeni pas 
le succfes es- 
compt*. 

Les seuls ef- 
fets positifs des 
dispositions gou- 
vemementales 
semblent en fin 
de compte se r*- 
sumer ft un en- 
cadnement juri- 
aiquc ptus prtxt& 
de probtemes 
non . rfeolus 
Cchdmage. immi¬ 
gration clandes¬ 
tine) et ft la regu¬ 
lar! sa cion du 
march* du tra-. 
vail, ft quoi 
s’ajoutent les 

renttees Rnan- Les fetches les plus ingrates sont souvent 
cifcres liees ft fa delaissies par les Jordaniens. 
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Culture 


Angouleme : le rendez-vous des BD 

Le 25erne Festival international de la bande dessinee s'ouvre aujourd'hui d 
Angouleme. Jusqu 'an 25 janvier , cette ville du sud-ouest de la France va «buller» sur 
le theme du voyage. Peregrinations a travers Fimaginaire . 
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«A de grandes jh- 

• itltc* ./’i Vum’pu ■. avail indique 
sur Ic carnet dc notes du scenn- 
ristc-dessinjicur Francois 
Bourgeon, l un dc ses proles- 
scurs de Lolleee ! Depuis, cette 
capjeitc d’imagination a et* re- 
connue par tous. el le celfebrc 
auteur des Peis sogers Ju Vent 
tail panic des plus grands crea- 
tcurs Iran^ais de la bande des- 
sincc Pas elnnnant alors que 
sa r*cemc serie de science- 
liction. L*‘ Cycle tie Cyann. 
serve de prercxie a lex posit ion 
•■Les mondes independants-, 
de cette 25emc edition du festi¬ 
val d Angouleme. ojnsactee au 
voyage. Une thlm.niquc decli¬ 
nes dans les nombreuses autres 
aninintii.ins du festival. 

Le Grand prix de la Ville 
J Angouleme rendra par ail- 
Icurs hum may e it des auteurs 
lels que Gary Larson ou Andr* 
Franquin. lc pere de Gaston 
Lacaflc et du Marsupilami. au¬ 
jourd'hui disparu e 1 qui fut le 
premier it reccvnir le crand 
prix cn l‘>74 Le p*riple~dans 
I'imagirtaire se transformer! 
ensuite en un grand tour du 
mnnde. Quclques vingl-ciaq 
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auteurs non francophones lien- 
dront en effet la vedette dans 
I'ex posit ion *Les pianCtcs 
BD- incontoumables du 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda culturel d 7 Amman 
Cinema 

Trnfic. Un film de Jacques Tati, en couleurs. sous-litre cn 
arabe { 197It. M. Hulot a invent* une petite voiturc avee la- 
queile il compte r*aliser un coup declat au salon automobile 
d’Amsterdam. Lundi 26 janvier a 20h30 au Centre culturel 
franca is. RenseigncmenLs au 637009. 


manga japonais. genre qui con- 
nait en France le vif engoue- 
menl des moins dc 25 ans. nou- 
velle vague des comics 
amCricains. erdateurs argentins 
ou encore europeens. 

Bulles enjouees 

Invil* dhonneur cede annec. 
Ic Portugal prolongera cette in¬ 
vitation au voyage par une ex¬ 
position »L'oceanj». consacrcc a 
ses auteurs et realisec cn parte- 
nariat avec les festivals 
d'Amadoca, Pono et la Be- 
d*th£que dc Lisbonne. Commc 
la plupan des expositions, elle 
vjvra au-delft du festival puis- 
qu'elle sera ensuite pr*scm*e a 


l'Exposition universellc dc 
Lisbonne. cn 1998. Enfin les 
enfants ne scront pas en reste 
puisqu'avcc -JoueLs en bulles 
et bulles enjouees-. ils dc- 
couvriront les joueb. dans 
l univers dc la BD. 

Pnpuluirc. festive, la mani¬ 
festation Internationale 

d’Angouleme cst panrenuc a 
se hisser petit a petit aux pre¬ 
miers ranes des grands *v*ne- 
ments culturcls fran^ais. Pres 
de 600 auteurs de bandes des- 
sinees viennent y 
presenter it un 
public, chaque A 
lots plus noni- 
hreux. les aven- \ \ 

lures de leurs he- A \ 

ros. En 1997. ils V\\ j 
ont ainsi *te plus r.\ \' 

de Ihft.OOO a pro- V \ 
filer des trente 
lieux d’expositions , 

et d'animations. V lr 

Panic en 1972 
d’une exposition. fff * 
-Di\ millions / IjMi 
d’images'-, irons- P . Tj J 
formee cn Salon r / | 

deux ans plus / tj 

tard sous I F* 

l’impuision de la V 

municipalitc 
charentaisc. la mani- 
festal ion qui a ac- 
cueilti tous les 
grands de la . 

BD dont Her- Clj 

go. le pere de 

Tintin. s’est / 

iransformee 

cn festival, cn 

1996. afin 

d’atTirmer sa 

double idenlit* < -^** ag ** 

cuiturellc et fes- — 

tivc. A la mcme 


date, elle decidaii de develop- 
per son action de promotion 
dc la bande dessinee toute 
I’annee. notamment avee une 
grande exposition sur la bande 
dessinee europ*enne vouee ft 
parcourir les Etats-Unis pen¬ 
dant plus d’un an. Le festival 
d'Angoulcmc cst ainsi devenu 
cn 25 ans le rendez-vous in- 
contoumahle des amoureux 
du 9tmc art. Un age encore 
bien jeune cn regard des 50 
ans de celui dont elle c*l*bre- 
ra aussi l anniversairc : Lucky 
Luke, le cow-boy qui tire plus 
vitc que son ombre. ■ 

Florence 
_ RaynaJ 
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Une montere dc mieux ‘^^^ Jourdain IMoham- 

fe. Chaque matin, ils sont des 

\-Rai pi la fin pour savourer C fP n L X 

ides d’Abu Marjoub et Abu ^ 

papa. Em ad Hajaj. Depuis 1 ^eurs du Jonrdain, amicalement*. 

ce du quotidien national, if K- t’habuude de dessiner des symboles magiques et 

M i J!i SI0 - n dC I I . aC,n S^ .^, es 4** J emmes nues sur ses paquets de cigarette. 

Jordan lens . l uri Erasable. Quand j'euns petit, cela me fascinait et 
ux et acharae de la politique, j'essayais ensuite de I'imirer Aujourd'hui ft 31 
?' 1 M ans. e'est lui qu’on plagie. Emad Hajaj a impos* 

est Abu Mohammad. «a eux son style aiguis* ft la pointe de son crayon^i 

Marjoub et Mohammad 

_ . ± * m Les Francais le 


Uit reflexe. Une mantere de- mieux 
demarrer la journde. Chaque matin, ils sont des 
milliers ft saisir Al-Rai par la fin pour savourer 
les nouvelles facdries d’Abu Marjoub et Abu 
Mohammad. Leur papa. Emad Hajaj. Depuis 
quatre ans au service du quotidien national, il H- 
vre chaque jour sa vision de I'actual it*. Ses 
pone-parole, deux Jordaniens : fun (irascible, 
peremptoire, nerveux et acharn* de la politique, 
e’est Abu Matjoub. I’autre, dilettante, gendl et 
je-m’en-foutiste, e'est Abu Mohammad. «A eux 

* Marjoub et ] 

une certaxne " 

'XrtnUUZ sont nos amis ! 

entre des 

peoples d'origines dtifferenles *, veut expliquer 
Emad. S’il avoue dessiner avec plus de facilit* 

Mohammad (qui, par son l*ggr embonpoint, lui 
res semble un peu). il n’a pas de pnSf&ence. Ses 
deux bdros sont 1ft c ha cun ft leur mantere pour 
raconter les soucis joumaliers des Jordaniens. 

Pas de . grands discours, juste des situations 
prises dans ia vie de tous les jours, celle de ses 
amis ou de sa familie. «Chaque semaine, je 
passe du temps chez mes parents, je m 'asseois et 
j’ecoute mon pere*. Un pfere qui l’a inspirfi potir 
le personnage d'Abu Marjoub et qui a surtout 
d*dench* son goftt du cmquis : *11 avast 




mm' Les Frongais le 

amis i compareront ft Plamo, 

I’incontoumable 
illustrateur du 

Monde, qu il admire d’ailleurs beaucoup. 

N a-t-d jamais tent* I'avemure de la BD ? 
Une fois, il y a longtemps. Sans succfts. *ici, on 
n est pas habitui a la BD. qui est pluidt reserves 
aux 1 enfants. le systeme des bulles est miconnu 
et les symboles visuels pas toujours comprise 
Les Jordaniens prfiferent la piouesse du 
crayonu* -comique, et politique ft la fois. 

L exploit d'Emad Hajaj. e'est justement de A - 
perrnettre la rencontre qnotidienne d’un Abu. 
Maqoub et d’un Abu Mohammad. ■ 

Yannick .Lain* 
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Robert Evans’ latest remake 


^ By Amy Wallace 


Still of having survived to tellft. So it ran¬ 
kles Evans to think that while he dreams of 
• making his life into a movie. Hoffman has 
gone out and actually done iL 
“Wm the Dog, 7 ’ a comedy from New 
Line Cinema that opened in December, 
stars Hoffman as flamboyant Hollywood 


Ik°v LY R obert Evans 
thmks about his fife-jut dizzy highs aod 

“ n f e '« e 67-ySolS 

producer » confident of one thing: The 
picture^ 3 lhC makingS of a motion 




television - s P»ced actual tan skin and defiantly big hair, just like 

Eu3E a P 101 ™# *at EvahsJHe even £Sfi Ivans' stature 

iLE?,!?**’ sequence . lines: “The impossible is nossihie!" 


producers and executives play the tapes in 
their cars and ai panics and even give them 
as gifts. 

More than a dozen members of what 
. one person half-jokingly called “the cull of 
Evans” were interviewed for this story. 
Most took pride in being able to “do" 
they enjoyed his 
reason: Despite 
eccentricities—or perhaps 




For n film about himself. 

“First an-actor. then the head of a movie- 
studio saved Paramount From:min with 
Low Story. The Godfather’ and ‘China¬ 
town. was the toast of. the. town until the 
fall to end all falls " a breathless announcer 
says as Evans and Ali MacGraw, one of 
his lour ex-wives, appear on the screen. “A 
man whose life is a Hollywood fantasy 
This story has it all; sex. drugs, scheming 
movie suits and murder.” 

Which is why Evans is so sore at Dustin 
HafFman. 

After all the producer has weathered—a ' 
cocaine conviction, the murder of a busi¬ 
ness partner, money troubles and the criti¬ 
cal failure of his most recent films—he 
remains proud of his life story and prouder 


mpossible is possible!' 

- Evans, resplendent in a black-and-white 
striped dress shin, pale yellow sweater, 
off-white blazer, black slacks and bolo tie, 
is sitting-in his huge.office on the Para¬ 
mount Pictures Jot, talking about some¬ 
thing he can't quite fathom: the Robert 
Evans Renaissance. 

Long before Hoffman inked a deal to 
immortalize an Evans^Iike character on 
film, Evans did his best to immortalize 
himself in a memoir. The Kid Stays in the 
Picture. Reviewers called the 1994 book 
shallow, self-aggrandizing, evasive—and 
impossible to put down. 

Then the autobiography came out on 
tape, with Evans reading his own prose in 
his sonorous voice. Hollywood has not 
been the same since. Today, young agents. 
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7*m offered irntreg^ttowasana^enihandwaswith ZanuckJ’says Robert Evans, primping 


because of them—he inspires by making 
one feel connected to greatness. 

“Roll over. L. Ron Hubbard." said a 
headline in the August issue of Details 
magazine, which called Evans Holly¬ 
wood’s "guru du jour." 

Evans welcomes the attention, even as it 
confuses him. It wasn’t so long ago. after 
all. that he was a pariah. 

"A guy my age doesn’t gel a second 
chance. But I did.” he said. “My life reads 
like fiction. Cheap fiction. I was the law¬ 
less. But I came hack from Jesse James- 
villc." 

In the ‘80s. Evans says persistent back 
pain led him to try cocaine, and in 1980 he 
pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor posses¬ 
sion charge. (Sentenced to probation, he 
recruited his famous actor friends to partic¬ 
ipate in an anti-drug television film. “Get 
High on Yourself.") 

Evans threw himself 
into making ‘The Col¬ 
ton Club." a film with 
Frauds Ford Coppola. 
But in 1983. Evans’ 
business partner on the 
project, a theatrical pro¬ 
moter named Roy 
Radio, was found mur¬ 
dered. A year later, 
when the film opened 
and promptly flopped. 
Evans was despondent. 
Things would only gel 
worse. 

A former girlfriend of 
Evans was tried for 
Radin's murder, and 
though Evans was never 
charged, the trial testi¬ 
mony—which stretched 
into 1989—sank him 
deeper into despair. 
There were allegations 
of cocaine use and links 
to international drag 
trafficking and prostitu¬ 
tion. What's more, 
Evans was broke. 

“I had $15 million in 
1979, when no one had 
money.,In 1989,1 didn't 
have $15.” he says. 
"During the razzle- 
dazzle decade. T went 


from a millionaire to a 
thousand-aim." 

Evans was n producer 
—"in name only.” he 
say v—of the 1990 
sequel to "Chinatown." 
"The Two Jakes.” It was 
a critical and box-office 
failure. Evans' only 
income, he says, were 
monthly payments from 
n cosmetics company 
that used a photo of him 
in its ads. 

He sold his beloved 
house—a 16-room 
French Regency that had 
been one of Greta 
Garbo's hideaway &—to 

a neighbor, then rented 
it back month to month. 
He says he also consid¬ 
ered suicide. 

Ultimately, however, 
it was Evans’ story— 
and his inimitahle teliing 
of it—that seems to have 
saved him from him¬ 
self. His memoir 
prompted more than 
one observer to com¬ 
pare Evans to Norma 
Desmond, the character 



Movie producer Robert Evans , 67, watching himself playing opposite Ava Gardner in The Sun 
Also Rises’* (J957). Photo by Al Seib 




in “Sunset Boulevard” who clings patheti¬ 
cally to days gone by. 

And to he sure, ihc roughest years left 
him with some lasting quirks. Evans 
refuses to drive, for example—for fear, he 
says, “that some cop will stop me and 
throw something in my ear because they 
want to arrest me. Paranoid? No. I have 
reason for it." 

Yet somehow. Evans harnessed his past 
to create u Future. Today, many see him as 
one of the film community’s few links to a 
vital era when movies were magical. 

“The established figures of Hollywood 
tend to he more dismissive of Bob than 
younger people, who I think sense what is 
true: Evans does not have any kind of 
hardening of the arteries, creatively speak¬ 
ing." said “Chinatown" screenwriter Rob¬ 
ert Towne. who still turns to Evans for 
advice on his work. “No man loves movies 
more.” 

Evans is relaxing in his famed screening 
room. Dressed this evening in a black tur¬ 
tleneck and a bolo tie, he occupies the 
black leather chair in which he still views 
as many as five movies a week. As a fire 
crackles on the hearth, the producer sips a 
Bellini—a mix of champagne and the juice 
of white French peaches—and tells a visi¬ 
tor how best to tell his story. 

"You could write this down: I’m (pho¬ 
tographer) Helmut Newton's favorite male 




model." he says, offering the first of what 
wj|] he many suggestions. "Helmut says. 
‘You know. Robert, you have a regal deca¬ 
dency in your bone structure that I can't 
find anywhere else in the world.’ It’s a 
good line.” Though Evans' most recent 
films (“Sliver" “Jade." ‘The Phantom” 
and “The Saint”) have been disappoint¬ 
ments. he continues developing projects. 
There is “Go Lightly." a coming-of-age 
story about a young woman fascinated 
with the film “Breakfast at Tiffany's.” 
“Jimmy the Rumor” is about a thief who 
steals only from other thieves. 

Evans, who has been called the reigning 
Dorian Gray of the movie business, also 
wants to do a remake of the classic Oscar 
Wilde story about an evil man who 
remains youthful as his portrait ages. Jn 
Evans' film version, set in the 2 1st cen¬ 
tury. the protagonist would be a woman. 

insiders note that the studio no longer 
lets Evans work alone. Said one: “His 
wings are clipped. He’s got the so-called 
position, hut he doesn’t have (he weight, 
the muscle, that he had." 

Sometimes, that chafes. 

"1 would say they don’t take particularly 
kindly to me here (at Paramount)." Evans 
said the other day. "If they do. they ain't 
telling me about it. It’s easier io get a 
health care plan through Congress than it 
is to gel a picture made today." 


But Evans keeps moving. He's working 
on a second hook, tentatively titled 
"Seduction.” He has designed a line of 
greeting cards that feature women in Var- 
gas-likc poses. Inside are phrases that 
Evans has had copyrighted (among them: 
“Instant gratification takes too long’d. 

Evansrw ho owns more than IIX) pairs of 
eyeglasses, has also invented an unusual 
pair that rests on the forehead and cheek¬ 
bones. but docs not grab the nose. ("These 
are a.necessity Tor anyone who’s had plas¬ 
tic surgery.” he says of the design, which 
he has patented.) 

“I’m busier now than I was when I was 
25. 35. 45, 55. Do you know why? I can’t 
afford not to he.” he says giddily. Which is 
why. after years behind the camera, he is 
considering appearing in front of it more 
often. 

He played himself in Joe Eszterhas* “An 
Alan Smithee Film: Burn Hollywood 
Burn.” to be released by Disney late Febru¬ 
ary. And he’s weighing other offers. 

“I'm offered more gigs now as an actor 
than I was when I was with Zanuck. I’ve 
just been offered a role, against a very, 
very famous actress. I can’t say who.” he 
said, adding quickly: “Meryl Streep.” ■ 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
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Take away is available 
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Arc/* Tek America’s supreme products, from 
Kayyali Corp . in Jordan: 

SmartLink 3334 Voice Series 



The decision to upgrade is becoming easier than ever: 

PC for you, PC for me 


KAYYALI CORP. lor 
Computer & Electronics is the 
authorized distributor for 
ArchTek America Corp. 
products in Jordon and has 
introduced the SmartLink 3334 
Voice Series to the local market. 

These modems provide a 
speed of 33.6 kilobits per 
second Ikbp.s). built on the 
design adapted by AnchTck 
from Lucent Technologies, the 
global telecommunications 
giant, it also includes USA 
components of an AT&T chip 
set. 

The Voice Series delivers 
comprehensive features that 
ensure a secure and reliable 



connection, it's features include 
full duple* speaker phone, voice 
mail, fax reception, pager 
notification, caller ID. fax on 
demand and fax forwarding 
options. 

SmartLink modems support 
the latest communication 


protocols and standards, 
including the ITU-T far V.34 
bis. MNP 2-5. V.42bis/V.42 for 
data compression and error 
correction. Taking its data 
compression into consideration, 
the .actual performance speed of 
this modem could reach 115.02 
kilobits per second! 

The SmartLink 3334 Voice 
Scries supports most operating 
systems including Windows NT 
.4.0. Windows 95 ail DOS 
versions from 5.0 and above. Ft 
also comes with a five year 
warranty. 

For further information, 
contact Kayyali Corp. at 
telephone 5520310. ■ 


By Jahra Ghneim 

Speical to The Star 
THERE IS no doubt that 
personal computers arc 
increasingly becoming a 
household item. Even in 
Jordan, you can nowadays act 
a 166 MHz PC with 32 MB of 
RAM and all the peripherals 
for about JD SlK). 

Everywhere you look 
computers are becoming 
smaller, and more powerful. 

It is very confusing lor a 
buyer to decide when and 
what to buy. t 1 

This revolution started 
earlier last year when 
Compaq launched, in the 
USA. its first sub Si.OOO PC. 
This was an indication that 
PC makers have made up 
their mind to tight the 
Network Computer <NC) 
wave which was promising 
to deliver sub $50fl to the 
corporate market. 

Large PC manufacturers 
saw in this a threat to their hare 
in the lucrative corporate 
market. It is true that the NC is 
aimed at a different 
environment, but the trend it 
set was scary 1 to PC 
manufacturers. it was 
fortunate for PC manufacturers 
that, due to differences over 
standards and software. IBM 
was the only company during 
last year to enme up" with a 


viable NC solution. 

On the other hand, the cheap 
PC has more appeal to 
everybody. An abundance of 
applications and options, and 
an established mass market 
make it hard to fight. 

It is fascinating to sec how 
the forces of competition are 



driving the industry. When 
Intel ~ noticed that PC 
manufacturers arc starting to 
use rival chips from Cyrix and 
AMD, to include in their new 
PCs and capture up to 25 
percent of the market in that PC 
category. it responded 
immediately by declaring price 
cuts on all of its chips. 

You can get now a Pentium 
MMX chip in the US market 


for as little as $70. Intel has 
also announced that it has come 
up with a version of its Pentium 
II chip which doesn't have the 
cache mcmoiy that usually 
comes with the chip. This will 
lead to a drop in the price of the 
chip to as low os $200. which 
will make a Pentium II 
affordable to the masses. 

A fact 1 would like to note 
here is that chip 
manufacturers are 

discovering, all the time, new 
ways to add more processing 
power to chips and ways to 
cram it onto smaller space 
making future computers 
leaner and meaner tsmallcr 
and more powerful). Another 
factor is helping in 
establishing this new 
category of PCs: the 
economic crisis in Asia and a 
huge demand for all kinds of 
RAM chips, in addition to 
technological advancement, 
have contributed to a drop in 
the prices of DRAM chips by 
75 percent during last year. The 
introduction of Windows 95 
(which is a memory intensive 
application) contributed to the 
rise in demand for memory 
chips, and thus a rise in its 
supply over the past three 
years. 

Hard disks ate also following 
Ihe trend. They are becoming 
ever cheaper and more 



Internet 2 in the works 
0 Internet 2 is the next- 
! generation project to upgrade 
the infrastructure ol' the 
Internet, benefiting tens of 
millions of users all over the 
world. Accordingly, there is 
need to support research and 
development efforts towards 
achieveing Internet 2 
applications, connections, and 
operation. IBM has recently 
announced its eu mm it mem to 
Internet 2 technology, saying 

powerful. On New Year's eve. 
IBM declared that its scientists 
have come up with the 
technology which will allow 
them to manufacture a 12 GB 
(Gigabyte) hard disk within the 
next three years. 

The vision that techno-nerds 
have is for computers to be 
ubiquitous, meaning invisible, 
and useful in every aspect of 
our lives. They -want the 
computer to sit in the kitchen, 
in the living room, in the office, 
and even in the car (Intel has 
even released a prototype of the 
its smart car). 

For this to he done, 
computing power needs to be 
compact yet powerful. Current 
trends in the computing world 


that it has made a $3.5 million 
commitment to support its 
development. This grant will 
go in >cven major US 
universities. 

Stay in toucb with NETS 
Abroad 

• For all those with loved ones 
abroad. NETS is introducing a 
method to stay in touch with 
friends and family called NETS 
Abroad. By utilizing 3 
Local-lmemaiiona chat link, by 

are making this vision a reality. 

Maybe you are content now 
with your Pentium 90— to 
which you might have 

added 64 MB of RAM 
recently, which is not a bad 
idea— hut. very soon, you may 
realize that there is a very 
formidable voice recognition 
system which requires a 
Pentium 200 machine with 64 
MB of RAM. 

I am sure that, at that 
moment, the decision to 
upgrade won't be so hard, 
especially if the current trends 
continue, and I don not see 
why they will not. ■ 

E-mail: 

GhneimJ @go.comjo 


which local NETS ! r BBS 

subscribers communicate with 
users abroad, who log onto the 
NETS site through the Internet, 
cheap cammunicaions 1 are 

achieved! If that isn't enough, 
NETS wants to offer users 
abroad a one month free-trial, to 
connect to NETS through the 
internet. This service. is 
exclusive to NETS subsreibers. 
To find out more about NETS 
Abroad, call 5510101 orloga'nto 
, NETS and go to NETS Abroad. 


Kayyal 
Computer 
Company 




Global One is the pioneering provider of full Internet services in Jordan 

Sales Department tel: 685101. Fax: 700328 E-mail: mfo@go.com.jo , B rr domaz Qrimnw 







Y outh turns up the heat 

in Australia 


By John Barrett 
BJORN BORG, a slight, 
round-shouldered figure at 
the age of 17. beating Buster 
Mottram in the junior final at 
Wimbledon from 2-5 down in 
the final set; 16-year-old 
Chris Evert carving her way 
through to the semi-finals of 
the 1971 US Open with met¬ 
ronomic precision and push- 
ing Billie Jean King to 
the limit: John 
McEnroe. 
aged IS. 
winning 
ctght 

matches at >> 

Wimbledon V 1 " '' 

in 1977 as he 
roars through 
to the semi-finals: Martina 
Navratilova at the age of J7 
serving and volleying like a 
veteran as she * leads the 


Czech team to victory in the 
21-ond-under BP Cup at Tor¬ 
quay: Ken Rosewali, in 1953. 
playing precision tennis to 
beat America's Vic Seixas to 
win the French Champion¬ 
ships at the age of 18; Steffi 
Graf, all arms 
and legs at Ihe 
.. . age of 14. tak- 

•»; ■* ing Jo Dune 

to 9-7 in the 
A vjJ final set in 
the fourth 
round at Wim- 
3biedon: Monica 
Seles, a frail 15- 
year-old in 1989. scaring 
the pants off the same Graf, 
by now the defending cham¬ 
pion. in a nail-biting semi¬ 
final at the French Open; 
Martina Hingis, aged 12, 
w-inning the junior crown in 
Paris against an embarrassed 



Agassi 


Belgian girl five years her 
senior. 

They are rare, these 
moments of revelation. And 
precious. To have witnessed 
two within the last week has 
been quite extraordinary. The 
first came unexpectedly in 
Adelaide. I had arrived at 
Memorial Drive last Friday to 
see how Andre Agassi was 
faring in his attempt to re¬ 
establish himself after falling 
out of the top 100 last year 
for the first time since- he 
turned professional in 1986. 

It was hot and humid on 
• quarter-finals day at the Aus¬ 
tralian Hard Court Champion¬ 
ships. Agassi had asked for a 
wild card into the draw 
because he needed the match 
practice. He was due to play 
Bren Steven of New Zealand, 
who had put out the French 
Open champion Gustavo 
Kuerten in the second round. 

Around the club there was 
a good deal of chat about the 
progress of a local lad who 
had been given the other wild 
card after winning a domestic 
event the previous week. In 
fact, at 16 years and 10 
months, Lieyton Hewitt had 
already become a minor 
celebrity by eliminating two 
fellow Aussies first Scott 
Draper and then Mark Wood- 
forde who has been some¬ 
thing of a mentor because 
they both come from 
Adelaide. 

Hewitt's quarter-final 
opponent was a good young 
American called Vince Spa- 
dea. The winner would play 
either Agassi or Steven. 
Agassi's win in three sets on 
a scorching afternoon was 
convincing. The New Zea¬ 
lander had got off to a golden 
start and won the opening set 
6-1. Agassi, looking much 
leaner and fitter than he had 
done last year, found _ his 
range after recovering from 
0-40 in the first game of Lhe 
second set and allowed Ste¬ 
ven only two more games. 

"I'm getting better with 
every match," said the 27- 
year-old American. No one 
would have disagreed. In a 
night match interrupted by 



Martina Hingis 
showers, Hewiu had beaten 
Spadea 6-i in the final set to 
set up a meeting against his 
hero. "It's true. I do have pos¬ 
ters of him at home. I can't 
believe I shall be on the same 
court as him. ft's like a dream 
come true." he said. 

For Agassi, their match 
was more of a nightmare. Not 
that the former world No 1 
played badly in losing 7-6. 7- 
6. it was simply that Hewiu 
was inspired. Like Agassi, he 
takes the ball early, single- 
handed on the forehand, dou¬ 
ble-handed on lhe backhand, 
and hits it either flat and fast 
or with dipping topspin. 

Like his hero, he is quick 
about the court. Standing only 
5ft I0in. he has to be. What 
was so impressive was the 
way Hewiu dealt with the 
important points. Five times 
Agassi had break opportuni¬ 
ties. Three limes Hewitt hit 
winning second serves, two 
of them aces. On the other 
two. he won the rallies. There 
was a fearless intensity about 
Hewitt's play that was 
remarkable. The telling lob he 
hit to turn the second tie- 
break his wav was the work 
of an instinctive match 
player. 


Pat Rafter 

Afterwards, Agassi admit¬ 
ted he had underestimated his 
opponent. “1 kept thinking he 
would go away," he said. "I 
should have given him more 
heat on those key points." But 
that would have not been 
easy, as Jason S to I ten berg 
discovered in the final. 
Despite leading 4-2 in the 
third set tie-break, he was 
outplayed as Hewitt took the 
next five points, among them 
another telling lob. for the 
title. 

“I wasn’t nervous at all." 
said Hewitt. "1 suppose I had 
nothing to lose and every¬ 
thing to gain." What, young 
Hewitt has gained is a new 
record. Never before has a 
player as young as this won 
the first tournament he has 
entered on the ATP Tour 

The only other senior event 
he has played is last year's 
Australian Open, where he 
was a qualifier and lost in the 
first round. Only two younger 
men have ever won tourna¬ 
ments on the Tour. Michael 
Chong was 16.7 when he won 
in San Francisco in 1988. and 
Aaron Krickstein was i6.2 
when he took the Tel Aviv 
title in 1983. 

It is a measure of Hewitt’s 


ability that he should .have 
been able to bounce .back 
from such a physically and 
psychologically draining 
week to beat world No" 4 
Jonas Bjorkman in the first 
round of this week's tourna¬ 
ment in Sydney. He even 
served for the match to the 
second round against fellow 
Australian Michael Tebbutt. ' 

It was probably no bad 
thing that Hewitt lost. He will 
need all the time available to 
prepare properly for the Aus¬ 
tralian Open, which begins in 
Melbourne next Monday. 

The second moment of rev¬ 
elation followed fast on the 
heels of the first. Venus Wil¬ 
liams. the black . teenage 
American who had .reached 
the final of the US Open 
unseeded lost September, had 
arrived in Sydney last week 
in good time to acclimatize. 

At a press conference held 
on the eve of the tournament. . 
Williams, ranked 21, spoke of 
her conviction that she would 
soon overtake fellow teenager 
Martina' Hingis as the world 
No 1. Eyebrows were raised. . 
Confidence is an admirable 
quality, over-confidence less 
attractive. 

Poignantly, the . Sydney 


■' nasser : 

I.S.D.N in Jordan is 
G.O.O.D N.E.W.S; 

“DO WE have ISDN in Jordan?', asked a friend. 'Well." I 
said. “1 am aware that it is in the works, but let me chetSnt out 

for you." I added. . . . • 

ft is questions tike these and inquiries about the actual facts 
on Jordan’s telecommunications infrasinicnire that tnafces you 
wonder, what are we really equipped for and whqre are we 
heading. For a start. I thought it would be worth tackling the 
ISDN issue. My friend’s question was based on the- snnpte 
notion that the availability of ISDN would mean much faster 
Internet services: 
something that is of 
interest to Jordan’s 
growing on-line 
community. 

Due to the 
limitations of 

Jordan’s old 

telephone switching 
and exchange 

systems. • the 


Jordan’s old 

telephone switching 

and exchange 

systems. • the 

country's 

telecommunication •. .... 

systems locked the basis to incorporate high speed technologies 
like ISDN. ... 

However, recently, with all the changes we are witnessing ui 
terms of telephone exchange systems we have upgraded our 
telecommunication infrastructure. The new exchangers are the 
ones which have resulted in changes in all of our numbers. By 
aiding in fives, they have created seven-digit numbers. 

Of course, that is the least these exchanges will do. 
According to Mr. Haiti Sa3di. general manager of Saadi 
Communications Systems and a telecommunications and 
networking specialist, “the new exchanges are equipped for 
ISDN, but they require some hardware additions which are 
rather simple and inexpensive. So, you could say Lhat Jordan is 
now ISDN-ready," he said. • 

This, of course, is good news. So, what does it take to jump 
into the ISDN era and join the rest of the advanced world? 

“Adopting ISDN effectively involves some sweeping 
changes to be made by several parties! including the Internet 
Service Providers who need to switch to 56 Kbps modems, to 
best utilize ISDN capabilities offered by telecommunications 
authorities. As a result, these ISP's 9rin be able to deliver 
ISDN-driven Internet performance to their subscribers, who 
should also obtain 56 Kbps modem units," he added. 

So, it looks like the time will come when we can really use 
56Kbps modems which have been available on the Jordanian 
market for many months, but were rendered useless, due to the 
infrastructural restraints. 

However, until the telecommunications authorities deride to 
utilize ISDN, the status remains unchanged- In the meantime, 
the introduction of very high speed modems, providing speeds 
that range from 64 Kbps all the way up to 2 Mbps when 
connected to leased lines could fill in for the lack of ISDN 
services. Such leased line arrangements, coupled with ulna-fast 
modems, seem to be the current choice for organizations and 
users hungry for speed. However,- the Situation is expected to 
change with the adoption of ISDN. ; ‘ ' 

According to Mr Saadi, though, ISDN is becoming an old 
technology in areas where if has been available for a while, 
such as Noith America and Europe. Soj. it makes sense for our 
telecommunications authorities to constantly upgrade the 
country’s digital networks ami facilities! 

It is singly a case of raring with technology, and. serving 
telecommunications’ users in the process. ■ 



Venus Williams 

draw had thrown these, two 
together in the second round, 
provided that Williams could 
beat Ruxandra Dragomir of 
Romania in (he first. As one 
of the top four seeds, defend¬ 
ing champion Hingis had a 
bye. When Dragomir retired 
with a thigh injury after los¬ 
ing the first set 6-4, Williams 
bemoaned the fact that she 
was losing the opportunity for 
match practice. 

Practice was a commodity 
that Hingis lacked. She had 
arrived late from Europe, pre¬ 
sumably confident that ihe 
would slip back into the form 
that had won her three of the 
four Grand Slam crowns, in 
1997. So dominant was she 
last year that she lost only five 
timesi despite a five-week gap 
following a riding accident 
that had required arthroscopic 
surgery on an injured knee. 

As Hingis should have 
remembered, summer after¬ 
noons in Sydney and Mel¬ 
bourne can be brutally Hot. 
With so little time to acclima¬ 
tize, Hingis was unlucky that 
the day of her match against 
Williams was one of those 
humid scorchers where every 
deep breath seems to bum the 
lungs. 

The fact that Williams had 
not taken, more than six games 
off tbe world No 1 in three 

previous meetings the last the 


US Open final did not dismay 
the American. “I made a lot of 
mistakes in- that m'atch," she 
said. ; “I was basically out of 
control and she took advan¬ 
tage of me playing so badly" 

It was true. Williams had 
sprayed far too many errors, 
from jthe back of the court that 
day. going for too -much, too 
soon. Clearly, she had. learned 
her lesson. In a magnificent . 
battle, in which both women 
suffered dehydration and the. . 
onset'of cramp, Williams beat||£ 
Hingis 3-6, 6-4, 7-5;. 

Her power from- the base¬ 
line was simply too much for " 
an opponent who ! looked a 
trifle slower than usual. Wil¬ 
liams served much better than, 
she had dose in- New Yoric 
and volleyed well,- too. This 
was a magnificent example of 
positive thinking overcoming 
the skill and guile of the great¬ 
est match player for her age 
the game has seen. j 
. As- the season unfolds, the 
rivalry . that Is developing ■ 
between Hingis and the Wil¬ 
liam^ family Venus’s 
younger sister Sdrena beat, 
both Mirjana Lucid and Lind- . 
say. Davenport-this, week -is 
likely to produce itije best lien-. 
nis since * the days of-Evert . 
and Navratilova. I? will be * M 
privilege to witnessHt* ■- 
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